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the  ^'Modern  Medical  Miracle^^  every  arthritic  has  prayed  for! 


ARTHRITIS  CAN  BE  CURED! 


BY  BERNARD  ASCHNER,  M.D. 

In  this  startling  new  book,  an  illiislriuiis,  internationally  recognized  medical 
pioneer  declares  that  the  vast  majority  of  arthritic  and  rheumatic  victims 
tieedlcssly  suffer  pain  and  incapacity!  DESCRIBES  CURES  IN  WEEKS!  - 
EVEN  DAYS!  In  this  Guide  To  The  Effective  Medical  Treatment  And  Cure 
Of  Arthritis.  Dr.  Aschner  reveals  in  layman's  language,  for  the  first  time,  his 
astonishing  discoveries  and  curative  techniques  with  which  sufferers  are 
restored  to  new,  lasting  health  in  weeks,  often  days. 

Here  in  this  famous  Doctor's  own 
words,  is  described  much  more  than 
just  another  method  for  lessening 
pain,  achieving  temporary  relief,  or 
teaching  the  arthritic  to  suffer  more 
comfortably.  Instead,  based  on  his 
vast,  successful  practice  and  experi- 
ence with  more  than  10,000  sufferers. 
Dr.  Aschner  talks  confidently  and  re- 
assuringly in  positive  terms  of  rapid 
improvement  and  safe,  lasting  cures 
for  those  stricken  with  arthritis  and 
its  related  diseases  ■ —  rheumatism, 
neuralgia,  neuritis,  sciatica,  lunibago, 
bursitis  and  gout! 


CURED  THE  "INCURABLE" 

ARTHRITIS  CAN  BE  CURED  tells 
how  patients  who  came  on  crutches 
threw  them  away!  Those  who  came  in 
plaster  splints  and  steel  corsets  cast 
off  their  garments  of  torture!  The 
young  who  couldn't  work  returned  to 
their  jobs!  The  aged,  sick  in  heart  as 
in  body  enjoyed  life  again! 

Dr.  Aschner,  in  case  after  case,  de- 
scribes the  tortured  procession  of  the 
"hopeless"  —  men  and  women  dis- 
missed from  clinics  as  incurable  — 
whom  he  cured.  To  him  came  actors 
unable  to  walk  across  a  stage,  young 
men  with  families,  terrified  of  ap- 
proaching crippledom,  musicians  who 
couldn't  move  their  arms,  top  govern- 
ment officials,  royalty,  laborers,  and 
even  doctors  themselves — all  reduced 
by  pain  and  suffering  to  a  common 
state  of  despair.  And  he  tells  how  he 
cured  them,  as  he  is  curing  the  "hope- 
less" today. 


REVEALS  METHODS  AND 

TREATMENTS 

And  now,  in  ARTHRITIS  CAN  BE 
CURED,  Dr.  Aschner  tells  in  plain, 
non-technical  language  what  his 
treatments  are,  how  and  why  they 
work. 

Each  page  of  his  fascinating  eye- 
opening  book  is  crammed  with  priceless 
information.  And  in  real-life  case  after 
case  he  reveals  lioir  he  achieves  his 
"medical  miracles" quickly,  safely,  last- 
ingly, often  with  patients  certified  as 
"incurable"  by  medical  institutions 
so  famous  theirnames  are  known  to  all. 

SCORES  OF  ACTUAL  CASE  HISTORIES 

To  the  medical  practitioner  and 
public.  Dr.  Aschner  says:  when  all 
else  has  failed  your  patients,  includ- 
ing aspirin  and  cortisone,  heat  ther- 
apy, diets  and  exercise,  vitamins  and 
gold  salts— here  is  an  effective  system 
of  treatment  and  cure.  His  records 
are  open  to  any  qualified  doctor.  The 
living  proof  is  here  before  your  very 
eyes  in  the  cured  men  and  women, 
young  and  old,  who  walk  again,  work 
again,  live  normal  lives  again. 


SOME  FACTS  ABOUT 
DR.  BERNARD  ASCHNER 

Dr.  Aschner  is  an  internation- 
ally recoKnized  pioneer  in  the 
field  of  Endocrinology.  He  is 
the  discoverer  of  the  Oculo- 
cardiac Reflex,  known  as 
Asch  Hcr^s  Plioiomcnon.  He  won 
world-wide  acclaim  for  his  work 
with  the  pituitary  gland,  dem- 
onstrating for  the  first  time  in 
medical  history  its  role  in  growth,  se.xual  develop- 
ment and  metabolism.  His  work  appears  in  every 
medical  te.xtbook  on  physiology. 

His  reputation  as  scholar  and  physician  has  brought 
him  invitations  to  lecture  before  learned  societies  in 
every  major  medical  center  in  Europe,  and  he  has 
been  called  in  as  consulting  specialist  by  other  inter- 
nationally outstanding  physicians,  including  such 
men  as  the  Nobel  Prize  winner,  Wagner-Jauregg. 

Since  1938  Dr.  Aschner  has  practiced  in  this 
country,  where  he  became  Head  of  the  Outpatient 
Department  for  Arthritis  at  Stuyvesant  Polyclinic 
and  Lebanon  Hospital  in  New  York. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  Rheumatism 
Association.  The  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
New  York.  The  American  Medical  Association,  and 
The  American  Society  for  the  History  of  Medicine. 
He  is  the  author  of  a  large  number  of  medical  books 
famous  thruout  the  world. 

"AscJmcr  )iad  great  success  .  .  .  Patients  xclio 
liad  been  declared  'liopcless'  became  well  again 
.  .  .  It  must  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  him  to 
K-noir  tltat  he  has  lielpcd  inntimerahlc  human 
beings  and  that  he  lias  considerably  enriched 
medical  science." 

Prof.  Dr.  H.  Sigerist,  Formerly  Professor  of  the  History 
of  Medicine,  Johns  Hopkins  University. 


PARTIAL  CONTENTS 

The  Causes  of  Arthritis  •  Methods  of  Treatment  Old  and  New 
Why  "Modern"  Methods  Fail  •  Sex  and  Arthritis  •  Special  Problems 
of  Men  •  Special  Problems  of  Women  •  Change  of  Life  •  Overweight 
&  Arthritis  •  Smoking  &  Arthritis  •  Effective  Methods  of  Cure 
other  curable  conditions:  rheumatism  •  lumbago  •  neuralgia  •  neu- 
ritis •  sciatica  •  gout  •  bursitis  •  Role  of  Foods  •  Effective  Foods 
Dangers  of  "Diet  Cures"  •  Drugs  And  Their  Use  •  Heat  Therapy 
Arthritis  of  the  Shoulder  Mostly  Curable  in  1-3  Weeks  •  Arthritis 
of  the  Knee  Joint  Mostly  Curable  in  a  Few  Weeks  •  Arthritis  of  the 
Spine  Quickly  Curable  •  Arthritis  of  the  Wrist  Quickly  Curable 
Arthritis  of  Fingers,  Hip,  etc.  •  82  Typical  Cases. 


/ 


typical  cases  from 

ARTHRITIS  CAN  BE  CURED 


Case  of  a  New  Yoric  Physician — ARTHRITIS 
OF  SHOULDER.  A  .58  year-old  physician 
practising  in  New  York  had  been  suffer- 
ing for  .")  weeks  from  a  very  painful  arthri- 
tis of  his  shoulder. The  pain  radiated  into 
the  fingers  and  upward  into  the  neck,  so 
that  the  suspicion  of  complicatinq  radicu- 
litis (inflammation  of  the  roots  of  the 
nerves  near  the  spine)  was  justified. 
(Treatment  described).  Complete  cure 
tvithin  a  week. 


Case  of  a  Catholic  Priest — ARTHRITIS 
OF  THE  KNEES.  A  68  year-old  Catholic  mis- 
sion priest  had  been  suffering  for  three 
years  from  increasing  swelling,  pain,  and 
stiffening  of  both  knees.  He  could  walk 
only  short  distances  with  great  effort  and. 
though  supported  by  a  cane,  he  limped 
severely.  All  the  usual  treatments  had  not 
helped  .  .  .  (Treatment  described)  In  two 
months  the  patient  was  completely  re- 
stored to  health  and  was  able  to  make  his 
ta.xing  journeys  across  the  American  con- 
tinent, and  even  accept  arduous  assign- 
ments in  Europe.  Despite  his  advancing 
age.  he  remained  consistently  well. 

*     *  « 

Cose  of  a  60  Year-Old  Woman — ARTHRITIS 
OF  HIP.  A  60  year-old  woman  suffered  a 
fracture  of  the  hip  joint.  An  operation 
was  performed  hv  one  of  the  best  surgeons 
of  Johns  Hopkins  University.  The  fracture 
healed  perfectly  in  the  correct  position, 
but  a  so-called  traumatic  arthritis  of  the 
hip  joint  developed.  The  patient  could 
walk  only  with  the  help  of  two  crutches 


and  even  then  with  great  pain.  Even  this 
outstanding  surgical  clinic  knew  of  iw 
procedure  jchich  could  relieve  the  pain  and 
stiffness  of  the  hip  joint.  In  this  condition, 
8  years  ago,  the  patient  came  to  New  York 
and  consulted  me.  (Treatment  described) 
The  condition  improved  rapidly. /n  J  weeks 
she  gave  up  the  crutches. 


Case  of  a  Certified  "Incurable" — ARTHRI- 
TIS OF  SPINE.  A  38  year-old  woman  doing 
the  very  strenuous  work  as  superintendent 
in  a  large  apartment  house  in  addition  to 
managing  her  own  home,  had  been  suffer- 
ing for  iVi  years  from  arthritis  of  the  en- 
tire spine  (the  neck  down  to  the  sacral 
bone)  with  pains  radiating  into  the  arms 
and  shoulders.  She  had  been  treated  in  one 
ot  the  best  hospitals,  in  New  York  with  a 
special  reputation  for  the  cure  of  chronic 
diseases  .  .  .  Her  tonsils  were  removed, 
physical  therapy  and  various  injections 
were  prescribed.  All  of  these  methods 
failed.  Finally  she  was  put  into  a  harness- 
like corset  of  steel  and  leather  reaching 
from  the  shoulders  down  to  the  thighs.  She 
was  told  to  give  up  her  work  and  to  take 
a  complete  rest.  The  medical  certificate 
stated  that  she  was  eompletehj  incapable  of 
norking  and  that  she  would  "never  be  able 
to  support  herself."  The  disease  was  diag- 
nosed as  "an  irresistihhj  progressive  and 
incurable  condition."  (Treatment  de- 
scribed) The  corset  was  dropped  after  one 
week.  Cure  achieved  within  6  weeks.  As  of 
this  date,  9  years  later,  no  relapse  has 
occurred. 
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MEDICAL  FACTS,  hic.  Dept.  325 
136  West  52nd  St.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 


Please  ruih- 


.copiea  of  Dr.  Aschner'»  new  book,  ARTHRITIS 


CAN  BE  CURED,  for  Free  JO  Day  Examination.  I  must  be  con- 
vinced that  it  M  the  most  inspiring,  informative  and  helpful  book 
I  have  ever  read,  or  I  may  return  it  within  10  days  and  it  costs  me 
absolutely  nothing.  When  I  decide  to  keep  it  I  will  remit  only  $S.95 
plus  a  amail  postage  and  handling  charge. 


city. 


Q  SAVEt  /  enclose  tS.9S  by  check,  cash  or  money  order  and  save 
all  postage  and  handling  charges.  Same  Free  10  Day  Examination 
and  prompt  money -back  guarantee  if  not  satin/xed  for  any  reason. 


ALIVE 
TODAYf 


Arch  Lightbody  is  one  of  800,- 
000  Americans  cured  of  can- 
cer because  they  went  to  their 
doctors  in  time.  They  learned 
that  many  cancers  are  curable 
if  detected  early  and  treated 
promptly.  That's  why  an 
annual  health  checkup 
is  your  best  cancer 
insurance. 

American  Cancer  Society 
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Editors 

C  O  R  I  N  E  R 


TALE  OF  TWO  VOLUMES 


IN  "Briefly  about  Books"  there  is  a  short 
reference  to  Let  No  Man  U'rite  My 
Epitaph,  a  novel  by  Willard  Motley,  and 
The  Black  Book  on  Red  China,  a  volume 
of  facts  about  that  country  compiled  by 
Edward  Hunter.  We'd  like  to  suggest 
that  you  read  both,  starting  with  the 
novel.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  book.  Many  of 
its  characters  are  drug  addicts,  and  the 
book  portrays  their  torments  as  slaves  to 
dope  and  depicts  the  things  they  will  do 
to  obtain  their  "fix"  of  it. 

The  Black  Book  on  Red  China,  devotes 
an  entire  chapter  to  the  way  in  which  the 
communist  leaders  are  using  dope  as  a 
bullet  in  their  cold  war  against  the  West. 
It  describes  an  incident  in  \\  hicli  the  Brit- 
ish Government  informed  the  United  Na- 
tions in  1950  that  representatives  of  the 
Red  Chinese  Government  had  approached 
British  interests  with  a  view  to  disposing 
of  500  tons  of  opium  via  Hong  Kong. 
(This  is  equivalent  to  all  the  stuff^  needed 
for  the  world's  legitimate  medical  needs 
for  15  months.)  Documentary  proof  that 
the  Peking  government  is  directly  in- 
volved in  this  filthy  business  was  given 
to  tlie  United  Nations  by  Harry  J.  Ans- 
linger.  Commissioner  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau 
of  Narcotics.  And  police  along  the  fron- 
tiers of  Red  China  have  accumulated 
mucli  evidence  of  dope  smuggling  through 
official  Red  Chinese  channels. 

And  this  is  the  country  that  some  peo- 
ple think  should  be  treated  as  though  it 
were  civilized,  should  be  admitted  to  the 
U.  N.,  and  should  be  recognized  by  the 
United  States! 


PENMAN  PAR  EXCELLENCE 


THOSE  WHO  read  "Sound  Off!"  regu- 
larly are  doubtless  familiar  with  the 
name  Alfred  Kohlberg.  Mr.  Kohlberg  is 
one  of  the  country's  most  prolific  letter- 
writers,  and  you'll  find  his  expressions 
constantly  turning  up  among  the  letters 
to  the  editors  of  scores  of  newspapers 
and  magazines. 

The  reason  his  letters  get  so  much  at- 
tention is  because  he  is  a  remarkably  well- 
informed  man,  particularly  on  Far  East- 
ern affairs.  And  it  might  be  added  that  he 
learned  about  the  Far  East  the  hard  way. 
Years  ago  he  was  an  importer  of  goods 
from  the  Orient,  and  because  of  his  stand- 
ing in  the  business  community  he  was 
asked  to  become  a  member  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Pacific  Relations.  For  a  long  time 
he  paid  little  attention  to  what  the  organ- 


ization did  or  said,  then  he  noticed  some 
things  that  disturbed  him  —  things  which 
didn't  look  right  to  him.  He  started  ask- 
ing questions,  and  the  answers  didn't 
satisfy  him. 

The  more  he  dug  into  it  the  less  he 
liked  what  he  found,  and  he  was  soon  em- 
broiled in  controversy  with  the  people 
w  ho  were  using  the  IPR  to  influence  U.  S. 
State  Department  policy  in  favor  of  the 
reds  then  trying  to  seize  power  in  China. 
Eventually,  he  found  himself  tilting  with 
the  State  Department,  and  he  was  smeared 
officially  and  otherwise  as  the  head  of  a 
so-called  "China  Lobby. '  Kohlberg  called 
for  an  investigation  of  the  charge,  and  the 
smears  petered  out.  However,  the  ruckus 
he  started  with  his  questions  didn't  peter 
out.  It  developed  into  a  Senate  investiga- 
tion of  the  IPR  which  exposed  the  disas- 
trous influence  that  organization  exerted 
on  our  China  policy. 

Today,  with  the  Far  Eastern  situation 
bringing  so  many  of  the  commies  and 
their  stooges  out  from  under  the  rocks, 
Alfred  Kohlberg  is  busier  than  ever,  re- 
futing the  party  line  these  people  are 
spreading  in  letters  to  editors,  over  the 
airwaves,  and  wherever  else  they  can  get 
an  audience. 

However,  for  those  who  would  like  to 
take  up  the  pen,  he  offsets  a  bit  of  sage 
advice:  "Make  sure  of  your  facts  before 
you  rush  into  print.  A  poor  letter,  one 
wliich  the  opposition  can  disprove  or  ridi- 
cule, is  worse  than  none,  and  does  the 
anticommunist  cause  a  disservice." 


PEACEFUL  COEXISTERS 


SHOWN  HERE  in  the  peaceful  Kremlin 
is  Cyrus  K.  Eaton,  Cleveland  tycoon, 
and  his  friend,  peace-loving  Nikita 
Khrushchev,  the  Great  Red  Father  of  All 
the  Russians.  Both  men  have  been  much 
in  the  news  lately.  Cyrus  has  made  head- 


lines by  castigating  U.  S.  agencies  which 
expose  communists,  and  by  lauding  the 
Soviet  way  of  doing  things.  Nikita  got 
himself  a  lot  of  publicity  not  very  long 
ago  when  he  announced  his  intention  of 
burying  the  AVestern  capitalists. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment will  continue  to  surround  Cyrus 
with  proper  safeguards  because  he's  em- 
inently qualified  to  sen^e  as  a  subject  for 
one  of  Khrushchev's  burial  squads.  A 
multimillionaire,  the  gentleman  from 
Canada  made  his  money  in  such  U.  S. 
capitalistic  enterprises  as  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Railroad,  Inland  Steel,  Republic 
Steel,  Cleveland  Trust  Co.,  Sherwin- 
'VVilliams,  Youngstown  Sheet  &  Tube,  etc. 


4  •  THE  AMER[CAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  DECEMBER  1958 


STOP  BATTERY  TROUBLE 

FOR  m  LIFE  OF  YOUR  CAR! 


VX-6  ENDS  MAJOR  CAUSE 
OF  BATTERY  FAILURE... 

PROVEH  IN  MILLIONS  OF  CARS 


pTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTy^ 


AT  LAST  IT  IS  HERE! 

Tested  by  U.  S.  govern- 
ment agencies!  Now  avail- 
able to  the  public  ...  the  in- 
credible dream-discovery 
that  at  this  very  moment  is 
being  used  on  many  U.  S 
Navy  battery-driven  vehicles, 
on  U.  S.  Air  Force  installa- 
tions, even  on  the  giant  ships 
on  the  sea  .  . .  and  that  in  just 
60  seconds  permits  YOUR 
PRESENT  CAR  BAT- 
TERY to  operate  at  maxi- 
mum power  capacity  for  the 
next  five  years  .  .  .  and  does 
away  with  the  major  cause  of 
battery  failure  FOR  THE 
LIFE  OF  YOUR  CAR! 

Yes.  this  is  Ihe  same  wonder- 
formula  you  may  have  read  about. 
Yes.  (his  is  the  exact  same  VX-6  thai 
was  tested  by  U,  S.  government 
agencies.  .  An  amazing  chemical 
discovery  that  is  so  startUng  in  its 
attack  on  excessive  sulfation  that  no 
matter  how  old  your  mechanically 
sound  battery  is  .  .no  matter  how 
rundown  it  may  be  ,  .no  matter 
how  many  times  you  have  been 
forced  to  charge  and  re-charge  it .  . 
just  three  ounces  of  this  WONDER 
CHEMICAL  will  permit  your  bat- 
tery to  operate  with  never-failing 
power  FOR  THE  LIFE  OF  YOUR 
CAR!  Your  battery  will  always 
START  INSTANTLY  in  steaming 
1 30°  summer  heat  or  40°  below  par- 
alyzing winter  cold. 

BATTERY  FAILURES 
OUTNUMBER  FLAT  TIRES! 

The  American  Association  of  Bat- 
tery Manufacturers  estimates  28.- 
000,000  car  owners  will  have  to  buy 
new  batteries  this  year!  Over  80*^ 
of  the  batteries  that  may  be  thrown 
away  are  mechanically  sound  but  are 
discarded  because  of  excessive  sul- 
phation.  This  No.  1  battery  killer 
may  now  be  stopped!  At  last  you 
may  save  the  cost  of  a  new  battery 

save  numerous  tow  charges 
save  getting  stuck  time  after  time  on 
the  road  for  the  next  five  years! 

1(  is  also  reported  by  the  Ameri- 
can Automobile  Association  that 
battery  failures  result  in  more  emer- 
gency calls  than  for  any  other  reason 
INCLUDING  FLAT  TIRES! 

DON'T  LET  THIS 
HAPPEN  TO  YOU! 


Don  l  risk  death  or  injury  because 
of  untimely  battery  failure  The 
safely  and  comfort  of  you  and  your 
family  are  worth  more  than  the 
$2.98  il  costs  for  the  insurance  VX-6 
provides. 


SO  EASY  TO  USE 
EVEN  A  CHILD  CAN 
DO  IT  IN  60  SECONDS 


No  tools  at  all  required.  Simply 
unscrew  caps,  pour  a  thimbleful  of 
VX-6  into  each  cell  and  in  less  than 
one  minute  the  job  is  done.  That  is 
all  there  is  to  it.  VX-6  IS  SO  SAFE 
TO  USE  IT  CANNOT  EVEN 
HARM  YOUR  HANDS  OR 
CLOTHES.  NOT  AN  ACID! 

AMAZING  NEW 
FORMULA  DISCOVERED 

For  years  industry,  governments, 
f^eet  owners,  and  motorists  just  like 
you  have  clamored  for  the  answer  to 
the  major  cause  of  battery  failure 
.  .  excessive  sulfation.  You've  seen 
the  greenish  or  white  crusting  on  or 
around  your  battery.  THIS  IS  SUL- 
FATION. U  IS  corroding  the  inside 
of  your  battery  and  choking  it  to 
death.  It  may  cause  short  circuits, 
buckled  plates,  and  it  is  prematurely 
killing  your  battery.  It  means  that 
while  you  are  reading  this  article 
your  battery  is  dying.  NOW  you  can 
save  this  battery's  life  and  restore  its 
original  power  with  VX-6.  Yes, 
VX-6  dissolves  and  helps  keep  dis- 
solved this  killing  excessive  sulfa- 
tion. In  short.  VX-6  has  now  paved 
the  way  to  keeping  your  battery  a 
storehouse  of  electric  power  for  the 
next  5  YEARS. 

WHAT  THIS  DISCOVERY 
MEANS  TO  YOU 

VX-6  already  has  been  proven 
and  used  in  millions  of  cars.  Now  it 
means  thgt  you  too  can  avoid  the 
major  cause  of  battery  failure  for  the 
life  of  your  car.  For  the  next  5 
YEARS  you  can  drive  in  bumper-lo- 
bumper  traffic  —  you  can  even  let 
your  car  stand  idle  for  months  and 
months  and  all  you  have  to  do  is  step 
on  the  starter  button.  No  couching, 
no  wheezing,  no  sickening  groan  — 
hut  a  fiash-oction  start  in  one  second 
flat.  No  more  coaxing  your  battery 
to  start  in  bad  weather  .  no  more 
fear  about  using  all  your  ELECTRI- 
CAL EQUIPMENT 


U.  S.  NAVY  REPORTS 
EVEN  DISCARDED  BATTERIES 
SPRING  BACK  TO  LIFE  WITH  VX-6 

In  tests  conducted  by  officials  of  a  V.  S.  Naval  Air  Station,  a 
batter)  with  two  dead  cells  was  selected  from  a  group  of  V.  S. 
Navy  discarded  batteries.  VX-6  was  added.  The  battery  was 
then  re-charged.  The  battery  was  put  to  active  use,  being  sub- 
jected to  as  many  as  35  STARTS  A  DAY.  After  a  month  of 
active  use  the  battery  showed  FULL  POWER.  In  recommend- 
ing VX-6  the  CHIEF  TESTING  OFFICIAL  stated: 

"IN  SUMMARIZING  THE  FACTS  STATED  IN  THIS  TEST: 
IT  IS  CONCLUSIVE  THAT  THE  ACTION  OF  VX-6  HAS 
SAVED  THE  LIFE  OF  A  ONCE  DISCARDED  BATTERY 
AND  RESTORED  IT  TO  FULL  USEFUL  SERVICE  AGAIN." 


YOU  TRY  VX-6  AT  NO  RISK 

THE  BATTERY  YOU  SAVE 
WILL  BE  YOUR  OWN 

Every  statement  you  read  on  this 
page  is  not  just  a  dream,  or  a  hope, 
or  mere  theory,  but  scientific  fact 
that  has  been  proven  over  and  over 
again  by  actual  use  in  millions  of 
cars,  and  by  independent  labora- 
tories who  have  awarded  VX-6  their 
seals.  If  you  are  determined  to  once 
and  for  all  put  an  end  to  the  major 
cause  of  battery  failure  .  ,  if  you 
can  spare  the  one  minute  it  takes  to 
pour  this  brilliant  new  discovery  into 
your  car's  batttery.  then  take  advan- 
tage of  the  money-back  guarantee 
offer  you  see  on  this  page.  Remem- 
ber, all  you  risk  is  the  few  minutes  it 
takes  to  fill  out  the  coupon,  and  you 
can  have  years  and  years  of  safe 
driving  pleasure.  So  act  now 

MAKE  4  SECOND 
BATTERY  TEST 

Open  the  hood  of  your  car  and 
look  at  the  battery.  Do  you  see  the 
start  of  greenish  or  white  formation 
on  or  around  the  battery?  THIS  IS 
SULFATION.  It  is  corroding  the 
inside  of  your  battery  as  well  but 
you  cannot  wipe  it  off  your  battery 
plates.  This  is  the  job  of  VX-6. 


Make  Equipment  Check 


□  Electric  Heater  n 

□  Electric  Wipers  p 

□  Dashboard  Lights  p 

□  Directional  SignaHn 


□  Electric  Seat 

□  Electric  Windows 

□  Parking  Lights 

□  Cigarette  Lighter 

□  Electric  Starter 

□  Air  Conditioning 


Defrosters 
Map  Light 
Headlights 
Radio 
Brake  Light 
Fog  Lights 
Spotlights 
Horn 

Automatic 
Antennae 


IS  VOUR  BATTERY  BEING 
CHOKED  TO  DEATH  LIKE 
8  OUT  OF  10  BATTERIES  ARE? 
ADD  VX-6  AT  ONCE. 


REFUNDS  GUARANTEED  BY  WORLD-FAMOUS  INSURANCE 
COMPANY. 

2.  NATIONAL  DYNAMICS  GUARANTEES  VX-6  TO  GIVE  COM- 
PLETE SATISFACTION  OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK. 

3.  VX-6  GUARANTEED  TO  BE  SAFE  FOR  USE  ON  ALL  LEAD- 
ACID  BATTERIES. 

4.  PRODUCTS  LIABILITY  INSURANCE  BACKED  UP  BY  INTER- 
NATIONALLY FAMOUS  COMPANY  TO  NATIONAL 
DYNAMICS. 


LOOK  WHO'S  TRYING  IT 


The  Mighty  U.S.S.  FORRESTAL 


EVEN  THE 
EXPERTS  CHEER 

USED  AND  PROVEN  IN 
MILLIONS  OF  CARS 

(Excerpts  from  Unsoliciteil  Letters) 

HOSPITAL  ENDORSES  VX.6 
"Batteries  which  were  due  for  re- 
placement were  treated  with  VX-6. 
These  batteries  are  now  working  at 
high  performance  level  thanks  to 
\/X-6."'  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital 
Los  Angeles.  California  t 

OHIO  CITY  PRAISES  VX-6 

"Since  purchasing  VX-6  for  all 
our  truck  and  equipment  batteries, 
we  have  had  no  battery  trouble 
whatsoever."    City  of  Galion.  Ohio 

CANADA  DRY 
RECOMMENDS  VX-6 
"The  results  we  have  experienced 
from  the  use  of  VX-6  are  nothing 
short  of  amazing.  Our  experience 
has  been  so  satisfactory  thai  we  have 
installed  it  in  the  batteries  of  our 
entire  fleet.  .  Since  adding  VX-6 
we  have  not  had  a  single  instance  of 
battery  failure  and  no  battery  charge 
has  been  necessary  on  any  of  our 
vehicles." 


LOOK  WHO'S 
BOUGHT  VX-6 


DIVISIONS  OF  THESE 
GIANT  ORGANIZATIONS 

General  Electric 
U.  S.  Navy 
U.  S.  Air  Force 
General  Mills 
Canada  Dry 

U.  S.  Dept.  of  Commerce 

National  Biscuit 

Pan  American  Airways 

General  Motors 

Du  Pont 

Edison  Company 

Phiico 

Coca  Cola 

Borden's 

T.  W.  A. 

International  Harvester 

P/uj  Thousands  of  Others. 
Names  on  Request. 


NOW  MILLIONS  OF  CAR 
BATTERIES  ARE  DELIVERING 
BRAND  NEW  POWER  WITH  VX-6 

Since  its  release  to  the  public 
VX-6  has  been  used  in  millions  of 
cars.  Just  think  what  this  sensational 
discovery  means  to  these  millions  of 
car  owners.  It  means  they  may  save 
up  to  $35  for  a  new  battery,  up  to 
$1 5  for  tow  charges  or  having  to  pay 
for  rental  batteries.  It  may  mean  no 
more  ru  ined  weekends,  no  more 
families  shivering  by  the  roadside 
while  the  driver  has  to  walk  to  put  in 
an  emergency  call  for  a  tow  truck. 
NO  MORE  RISKING  YOUR  LIFE 
TRYING  TO  FLAG  A  CAR  FOR 
A  PUSH.  Play  it  safe.  Use  VX-6 
now. 


Carmine  Puma,  cab  driver,  drove  his 
(axi  over  100.000  miles  in  New  York 
stop-and-go  traffic  without  a  single 
battery  failure  since  using  \'X-6. 


TESTED  AND  APPROVED 
BY  LEADING  LABORATORIES! 


A  PRODUCT  OF  NATIONAL  DYNAMICS 


NO  RISK  TRIAL  OFFER 


Naturally  the  best  proof  of  VX-6  is  in  your  own  car,  and  because  we 
are  so  positive  youll  be  thrilled  from  the  first  day  you  use  it  ...  we  invite 
you  to  try  it  on  a  completely  "No  Risk  Trial  Basis". 

Simply  send  the  "Guaranteed  Trial  Offer"  coupon  below.  When  your 
VX-6  arrives,  you  simply  pour  it  in  your  battery  in  just  one  minute,  and 
then  — ■  presto  ...  for  only  $2.98  you  have  all  the  wonderful  advantages 
of  a  trouble-free  battery.  Now  for  only  $2.98  you  may  save  the  life  of 
your  6-voit  or  1 2-voIt  battery. 


NATIONAL  DYNAMICS  CORP.  (Consumer  Division)  -  .^0-11 
1820  Lewis  Tower  Buildmg,  Philadelphia  2,  Pa.  LJ^P^-  ^^-^-^ 

Please  rush  VX-6  to  me  right  away  with  the  understanding  if  VX-6 
does  not  do  all  you  claim  -  then  you  will  refund  my  money,  imme- 
diately. ...  In  other  words,  I  can  try  VX-5  at  your  risk  and  1  do  not  risk 
a  single  penny. 

(      )  I  enclose  $2.98  cash,  check  or  money  order.  (I  save  56c  irt 

postage,  handling,  and  C.O.D.  charges.) 
(      )  (SPECIAL  OFFER.  I  enclose  $5.00  cash,  check  or  money  order 

for  2  units  of  VX-6.  One  for  myself,  one  for  a  friend.) 


3  I 

i  I 
I 


NAME. 


□  C.O.D.  ORDERS  ACCEPTED:  Please  ship  VX-6  CO  D.  I  will  pay 
postman  prices  indicated  above,  plus  C.O.D.  postage.  Same  money 
back  guarantee.) 

'■'l!l.lli.^:Uj:m.'l.l.<^JJbJ.-f.l.l.l:U.-t.-l:lJJIIJ.-lJ.I.|jiJ  S-33 


BATTLE  OVER  BOOKS 

Sir:  I  sincercl)-  liked  >our  article 
"Battle  0\er  Books"  in  the  October 
issue.  Having  attended  a  certain  mid- 
w  estern  university,  I  am  very  familiar 
with  leftism  in  American  schools.  This 
country  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
need  more  people  like  Irene  Corhally 
Kuhn  and  Col.  Augustin  G.  Ruild. 

Ferdinand  H.  Burmeister 

Claflii/,  Km/s. 

Sir:  I  \\  ish  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  >our  timely  article  "Battle  0\er 
Books."  The  American  Legion  is  to 
be  commended  for  its  valiant  battle 
waged  against  the  conspiracy-  to  de- 
stroy our  American  free  society.  Also 
to  be  highl>-  commended  is  Col.  .A. 
G.  Rudd  for  his  rugged  indi\  idualism 
and  willingness  to  give  so  much  of 
his  time  and  effort  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  true  and  sane  education  in 
our  schools.  May  God  prosper  him. 

Eric  G.  Wehrli,  Pastor 
Methodist  Parsonage 
Steele,  N.  Dak. 

Sir:  You  are  certainly-  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  >-our  fine  magazine.  I  enjoy 
every  issue.  iMany  thanks  for  articles 
like  Irene  Kuhn's  "Battle  0\  er  Books." 
It's  too  bad  we  haven't  more  maga- 
zines like  \"ours.  Keep  up  the  good 
work.  William  J.  Strouse 

illiivnsport,  Pa. 

CHALLENGES  FIGURES 

Sir:  In  response  to  the  letter  by  W.  S. 
Vivian  in  "Sound  Off!  "  presenting  the 
temperance  \  iew  point,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  gentleman  show-  me  where 
it  has  cost  the  taxpayer  |20  for  each 
SI  obtained  through  liquor  taxes  to  re- 
pair any  damage  done  by  the  use  of 
alcohol.  During  prohibition,  which 
seems  to  be  w  hat  the  gentleman  w  ants, 
I  saw  more  broken  homes  and  crime 
than  I  have  since  prohibition  was  re- 
pealed. It  has  always  been  my  opinion 
that  we  live  in  a  country  where  e\-ery- 
one  lived  to  his  own  choosing— 7?ot 
doiiiK  only  ivhut  the  vian  next  door 
wanted.  Arthur  L.  Heany 

Lansing,  Mich. 


WHERE  MONEY  GOES 

Sir:  It  burns  me  up  to  read  articles 
and  letters  which  ask:  "Win-  do  we 
Americans  have  to  pay-  so  much  of 
our  hard-earned  money  to  keep  the 
world  going  and  then  these  ungrateful 
foreigners  turn  around  and  spit  in  our 
face?"  Do  these  people  take  into  ac- 
count how  this  money  is  handled  and 
where  it  goes?  No,  they  don't.  All 
they  know  is  that  they  are  paying 
taxes,  and  then  they  read  in  the  news- 
papers that  America  is  losing  prestige; 
so  immediately  it's  "those  foreigners" 
that  are  to  blame.  Half  the  money 
that  is  sent  to  these  countries  is  squan- 
dered on  ridiculous  programs  and  the 
other  half  disappears  into  pockets  of 
people  who  don't  even  need  food  let 
alone  money.  Instead  of  complaining, 
w  hy  don't  these  people  look  into  the 
situation  and  take  steps  to  see  that  the 
money  we  send  goes  to  where  it's 
needed?  By  doing  this  they  would 
uncover  a  very  dirty  mess  and  prob- 
ably create  more  friends  for  our  coun- 
try than  they  are  by  complaining  that 
these  people  don't  appreciate  our 
money.  The  American  Legion  itself 
could  help  in  this  matter.  It  is  dedi- 
cated to  fighting  communism  and  cer- 
tainly the  communists  ha\  e  everything 
to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose  if  our  Gov- 
ernment is  allowed  to  go  blindly  on 
its  way  giving  away  the  people's 
money  and  creating  enemies  while  do- 
ing so. 

Dale  E.  White 

Verdun,  France 

SEGREGATED  COURT? 

Sir:  The  President  has  told  us  that  all 
men  are  equal  in  the  sight  of  God,  and 
he  is  certainly  right.  AA'e  ha\  e  Negroes 
in  our  schools,  and  we  have  Negroes 
in  high  office.  I  don't  see  an>  harm 
in  having  Negroes  in  the  Supreme 
Court  if  w  e  are  all  equal. 

Name  Withheld 
.\tears,  Va. 

INVITATION  NEEDED? 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  letter  from 
Bob  Johnson  in  the  October  issue,  just 
who  does  he  think  he  is  that  he  must 
have  a  gilt-edged  invitation  to  join  the 
Legion?  The  Legion  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  bunch  of  Joes  like  him- 
self, and  if  each  one  took  the  same  at- 
titude he  does,  we  might  as  well  fold 
our  tents.  If  all  members  waited  five 
years  until  they  weren't  too  busy  to 
attend  a  Post  meeting,  or  to  help  with 
the  work  that  has  to  be  done  by  each 
Post,  then  the  Legion  wouldn't  even 
exist  in  name.  Every  vet  of 
and  the  Korean  AVar  should  feel  an 
especial  sense  of  obligation  to  the  Le- 
gion and  should  be  trying  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  Legion,  instead  of  getting 
something  from  it. 

John  E.  Sullivan 
('lay  Center,  Nebr. 

PARADE  INCIDENT 

Sir:  I  ha\  c  just  received  my  cop\'  of 
The     .4/nericaji     LeiiioJi  Magazine 


which  discussed  the  National  Conx  en- 
tion  in  Chicago.  I  expected  somebody 
to  sound  off  about  an  incident  in  the 
parade,  but  I  guess  it  is  up  to  me. 
AVhile  over  the  years  we  have  elimi- 
nated drunks,  etc.,  in  this  year's  parade 
there  was  a  character  dressed  in  a 
uniform,  bedecked  in  badges 
from  w  aist  to  neck,  wearing  a  helmet 
that  looked  like  an  inverted  custard 
pie  and  labeled  "\^intage  of  1918."  He 
got  loads  of  laughs.  But  to  one  w  ho 
wore  this  same  uniform  at  17  years  of 
age,  most  proudly,  I  think  this  was  a 
disgusting  exhibition.  I  certainly  think 
one  of  the  parade  marshals  should 
have  yanked  this  character  out  of  the 
parade.  To  allow  our  uniform  to  be 
ridiculed  is  beyond  my  comprehen- 
sion. 

George  D.  Bein 

Bellerose,  N.  Y. 

HIGH  PRESSURE 

Sir:  Generally  all  charitable  organiza- 
tions merit  our  individual  support.  I 
have  supported  these  drives  and  will 
coiitinue  to  do  so,  as  have  many,  many 
others.  The  majority  of  the  solicita- 
tions for  these  drives  take  place  dur- 
ing regular  working  hours  at  our  in- 
tlividual  places  of  employment.  The 
employ  ers  are,  therefore,  absorbing  the 
cost  of  the  solicitation,  the  cost  of 
payroll  deductions  for  the  pledges,  etc. 
The  employers  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated for  their  generosity  in  support- 
ing these  phases  of  the  drives  in  addi- 
tion to  their  generous  monetary 
contributions.  However,  the  congratu- 
lations for  many  of  the  employers 
should  come  to  a  grinding,  screeching 
halt  at  this  point,  as  the  methods  used 
ha\e  a  very  distinct  un-American 
odor.  It  seems  that  many  executives 
are  not  content  with  running  their 
respective  businesses  but  are  now  at- 
tempting to  run  their  employees'  lives 
by  dictating  the  amount  they  expect 
as  a  donation  or  by  applying  pressure 
to  obtain  a  larger  amount.  Another 
phase  of  these  drives  which  merits 
some  attention  is  the  method  of  deter- 
mining the  amount  to  be  expected  of 
a  donor.  In  the  case  of  one  drive  the 
amount  of  the  donation  is  determined 
from  a  table  on  the  pledge  card  based 
on  the  gross  annual  earnings  of  the  in- 
div  idual.  Absolutely  no  consideration 
is  gi\en  to  the  many  other  factors 
affecting  one's  ability  to  give,  the  most 
important  of  which  is  probably  the 
number  of  dependents.  Should  these 
practices  continue,  it  would  not  be 
surprising  to  find  charitable  dri\  es  be- 
coming an  issue  of  management-labor 
relations  or  possibly  contract  negoti- 
ations. 

Name  Wilhluld 

Latrobe,  Fa. 

CALLS  FOR  A  BREAK 

Sir:  Now  that  The  American  Legioii 
has  resoluted,  resolved  and  gone  home 
to  spend  another  12  months  on  mem- 
bership, I  wonder  if  we,  as  an  organi- 
zation, aren't  a  wee  bit  inconsistent. 
As  one  w  ho  in  1957  sponsored  (and 
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saw  it  successfully  aborted)  .i  resolu- 
tion to  sever  diplomatic  relations  with 
Russia,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  why  we 
label  Nasser  a  Soviet  tool  and  fail  to 
castigate  our  diplomatic  corps  that 
ct)ntinues  to  ^\•ine,  dine  and  fete  his 
master.  Is  it  because  w  e  lack  the  in- 
testinal fortitude  to  join  other  organi- 
zations w  hich  ha\  e  called  for  sever- 
ance of  diplomatic  relations  with  com- 
niunism  s  home  base?  We  continue  to 
lend  full  support  to  tiic  Crusade  for 
Freedom  and  Radio  Free  Europe,  but 
we  sin  by  silence  in  the  case  of  the 
long  abandoned  —  forgotten  —  forsaken 
944  prisoners  of  the  Korean  \\'-A-R. 

L.  J.  Willett 
Jiicksoii,  Minn. 

BURNED  UP 

Sir:  What  burns  mc  up  is  that,  no 
matter  what  we  do,  there  is  alwa>s 
some  big  shot  trying  to  sell  us  short 
to  the  world.  Tele\  ision  and  radio  are 
more  than  willing  to  take  up  and  re- 
peat almost  word  for  word  an\-  criti- 
cism. Our  Air  Force  is  always  below 
par  or  inadequate.  The  Russians  are 
far  aiiead  of  us.  If  w  e  make  a  bomb, 
the  commies  arc  said  to  ha\e  made  a 
better  one.  No  matter  w  hat,  they  are 
always  given  the  blue  ribbon. 

Waldo  B.  Richards 
0///j/.'iT,  Ncbr. 

MUSICIAN'S  PROTEST 

Sir:  In  Liverpool,  X.  V.,  we  iiave  or- 
ganized a  concert  band  of  around  30 
men.  American  Legion  Post  188  is 
sponsoring  it.  AVe  rehearsed  all  winter, 
every  \Vednesday  night.  The  men  ha\  e 
known  from  the  first  it  was  strictly  a 
donation  deal.  About  80  percent  are 
men  who  have  retired  from  music  as 
prt)fessional  musicians  because  of  age 
and  other  reasons  of  their  own.  We 
have  been  giving  free  concerts  e\ery 
other  \\'ednesday  night  in  the  park  in 
Liverpool.  The  people  have  enioyed 
them  very  much,  according  to  all  re- 
ports. The  Legion  built  a  concrete 
bandstand  with  lights.  Recently  our 
director  was  notified  by  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Alusicians,  Syracuse 
local,  to  appear  for  a  hearing  August 
5.  At  that  time  he  w  as  told  he  could 
not  direct  the  band  any  longer  and  no 
union  man  could  play  in  the  band  if 
an\'  nonunion  men  were  in  the  band. 
On  Sunday  night,  August  3,  a  band 
from  Syracuse  played  in  our  band- 
stand, and  the  men  and  the  director 
were  paid  by  a  grant  from  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Alusicians.  We  play 
every  week  free  of  charge  for  our 
townspeople,  and  now  are  told  that 
we  cannot  do  it  any  longer.  What  is 
this,  Russia?  I  am  still  active  in  pro- 
fessional music  and  do  not  dare  fight 
their  decision.  I  ha\e  been  union  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Name  Withheld 
Liverpool,  N.  Y. 

Letters  published  in  Sound  Off!  do  not 
necessarily  represent  tlie  policy  of  The 
American  Legion.  Name  icitiilield  if  re- 
quested. Keep  your  letters  short.  Address: 
Sound  Off.  The  American  Legion  Maga- 
zine, 720  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 


You  get  both,  a  beautiful  gold  gift  wrap  plus  a  Mipeib  gill  dec  .miri  hlU  d  witii 
Kentucky's  finest  bourbon,  at  no  extra  cost.  Just  slip  off  cellophane  sleeve  and  give. 


If  you  can  give  a  better  bourbon ...  give  it! 
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A  SHOUT  CUT  TO  THREE  SPECIAL-INTEREST  FEATURES. 

Your  Personal  Affairs 

Information  that  can  help  you  ivith  everyday  problems. 

Enough  time  has  elapsed  since  the  Korean  standstill  to  enable  manu- 
facturers to  design,  test,  and  tool  up  for  a  merry-go-round  of  new  products. 
Many  will  appear  on  Christmas  shelves;  even  more  will  follow  in  the  months 
—indeed  years— to  come.  Just  to  pick  a  few  samples  from  the  kaleidoscope: 

In  power  tools,  you'll  find  much  wider  price  ranges  to  fit  every  type  of 
pocketbook;  stronger,  zippier  machinery;  and  a  two-pronged  trend  toward 
greater  versatility  as  well  as  greater  specialization. 

In  music,  stereo  is  the  big  thing  today  (a  development  that  was  forecast 
last  April  in  "Something  New  In  Sound"  in  this  magazine)  .  Here  the  price 
range  has  spread  so  far  that  already  you  can  get  portable  outfits  in  the 
under-$100  class. 

In  drugs  and  cosmetics,  70-90  percent  of  sales  are  in  products  you  never 
heard  of  ten  years  ago  (lanolins  and  antihistamines  alone  created  a  revolu- 
tion) ;  and  in  soaps,  detergents  are  running  away  with  the  business.  Foods  are 
a  riot  of  frozen,  instant,  and  pre-cooked  brands.        (Continued  on  page  41 ) 


Rod  &  Gun  Club 

For  the  man  tcith  an  interest  in  the  great  outdoors. 

The  hunter  safety  training  program,  gaining  momentum  in  all  States,  is 
something  that  we  have  been  preaching  on  this  page  for  years.  The  one  sure 
way  to  wipe  out  hunting  casualties  is  to  instill  skill  and  know-how  with  fire- 
arms at  an  early  age.  Recently  the  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
received  international  recognition  for  its  "outstanding  hunter  safety  training 
program." 

The  honors  were  bestowed  on  California  by  the  International  Association 
of  Game,  Fish  and  Conservation  Commissioners  who  met  in  Philadelphia. 
The  California  program  was  given  first  award  in  competition  with  other 
States  and  Provinces.  Hunter  safety  training  is  credited  with  having  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  reduction  of  California  hunting  casualties  from  a  total 
of  132  in  1955  to  79  in  1957.  Since  the  program  began,  its  effects  have  been 
apparent  not  only  among  youngsters  but  adult  hunters  as  well. 

Only  four  years  old,  the  program  began  July  1,  1954,  the  effective  date  of 
a  hunter  safety  law  which  requires  completion         (Continued  on  page  24) 


Briefly  About  Books 

Reading  matter  that  may  interest  you. 

Come  North  With  Me,  by  Bernt  Balchen.  E.  P.  Dutton  &  Co.,  $5.00.  The 
autobiography  of  a  modern  Viking  who  has  achieved  fame  as  a  pilot,  ex- 
plorer, and  adventurer.  It  describes  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  feats  of 
exploration  of  the  20th  century.  Mr.  Balchen,  incidentally,  is  an  active  Legion- 
naire, a  Past  Commander  of  his  Post. 

•  •  • 

High  Tide  at  Gettysburg,  by  Glenn  Tucker.  Bobbs-Merrill,  $5.00.  A  highly 
dramatic  account  of  the  three-day  battle  which  proved  to  be  the  turning 
point  in  the  Civil  War.  The  story  is  told  largely  through  the  people  who 
participated. 

•  •  • 

Air  Force  Airs,  by  William  Wallrich.  Duell,  Sloan  &  Pearce,  $2.95.  Tech 
Sergeant  Bill  Wallrich  has  collected  songs  of  the  Air  Force  for  16  years, 
and  in  this  book  he  presents  the  best  ballads  of  the  three  wars  in  which 
Legionnaires  served.  (Continued  on  page  48) 


OTHER  FEATURES  IN  THIS  ISSUE: 


SOUND  OFF:  P.  6  ,    PRO  &  CON:  P.  10 
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DON'T 
FORGET! 


You  can  provide 
LUCKIES  by  the  case 
TAX-FREE  (LESS  THAN 
9^  A  PACK)  for 

shipment  to  one  or 
all  of  the  following 
service  groups: 

*  V.A.  HOSPITALS 

if  STATE  HOSPITALS  AND 
SIMILAR  HOSPITALS  IN 
THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

★  ARMY,  AIR  FORCE,  NAVY 
AND  MARINE  HOSPITALS 

^  U.S.  ARMED  FORCES  IN 
KOREA 

Cases  available  in  two  sizes: 

•  500-PACK  CASE..*4270 

•  100-PACK  CASE  .  .  .  $854 

(Price  subject  to  change  without  notice) 

Send  today  for  your 
Lucky  Strike  order  blank 

Mail  this  coupon  ^jMB^ 

150  East  42nd  Street,  New  York  17,  N.Y. 

Dear  Sirs: 

Please  send  me  Lucky  Strike  order  blank(s)  with 

which  I  may  provide  TAX-FREE  Luckies  by  the 
case  for  shipment  to: 

(Check  those  6Gixre6'\ 

(    )  Veterans  Administration  Hospitals 

(     )  Army,  Air  Force,  Navy  &  Marine  Hospitals 

(    )  U.  S.  Armed  Forces  in  Korea 

(    )  State  Hospitals  and  Similar  Hospitals  in 


The  District  of  Columbia 


Your  Nome 


City  or  Town 


Stole 


A.L. 


^  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  DECEMBER  1958 


This  Christmas,  Jack  Benny  is  giving 

(yes,  giving!)  cartons  of  Luckies 
to  a  few  close  friends.  Why  don't  you? 


Product  of  c^K'  •JihrMtean  tja^tjeeo-^nuum^  —  Ja^ueeo-  is  our  middle  name 


Pro&Con 


PRISCNTINC  BOTH  SIDES  OF  BfG  ISSUES  FACING  THE  NATION 


THIS  MONTHS  subject:   SHOULD  THE  SENATE 

OUTLAW  THE  FILIBUSTER? 


(PRO)  Since  1917  the  rules  of  the 
Senate  have  permitted  fihbusters 
which  have  blocked  legislation  desired 
by  a  large  majority  but  which  was 
talked  to  death  by  a  relatively  small 
minority.  Since  1917  22  efforts  have 
been  made  to  close  off  filibusters,  and 
on  only  four  occasions  have  they  suc- 
ceeded; the  last  successful  cloture 
motion  to  end  a  filibuster  took  place  31  years  ago,  in 
1927.  The  filibuster  has  been  especially  used  by  Sena- 
tors from  the  South  to  kill  off  civil  rights  legislation 
and  has  obtained  its  greatest  notoriety  in  this  way. 

The  filibuster  has  become  the  last  fortress  of  those 
who  cannot  rely  on  persuasion.  Opponents  of  limiting 
the  filibuster  invoke  "freedom  of  speech"  as  a  symbol 
of  respectability  to  hide  its  true  purpose.  But  this 
power  in  a  filibuster  was  never  intended  by  the 
Founding  Fathers,  who  in  their  great  compromise  de- 
termined that  small  and  large  States,  whatever  their 
population,  should  have  equally  two  votes  in  the  upper 
chamber.  The  filibuster  is  a  later  refinement  serving 
no  legitimate  check  and  balance  of  governmental 
powers. 

Reading  recipes  for  "pot  likker"  or  fried  oysters, 
quoting  from  Aesop's  Fables,  and  otherwise  talking  in 
utter  irrelevancies  —  tactics  typical  of  filibusters  —  do 
nothing  to  enhance  the  Senate's  standing  as  a  great 
deliberative  body. 

The  present  dilemma  posed  by  the  defiance  of  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land  calling  for  desegregation  in 
the  public  schools  is  traceable  in  a  major  way  to  the 
weakening  by  the  Senate  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
1957.  This,  I  believe,  was  largely  due  to  the  threat  of 
a  "veto"  of  the  whole  bill  by  filibuster. 

But  civil  rights  are  not  all  that  is  involved.  The 
Senate  is  obliged  not  only  to  pass  laws  but  to  pass 
them  in  time  to  meet  the  public  need  and  the  general 
welfare  of  the  Country.  This  obligation  is  highlighted 
by  the  emergency  character  of  the  issues  facing  our 
Country —  issues  of  equality  before  the  law;  economic, 
educational,  and  housing  opportunity;  and  national 
security— issues  which  the  Senate  must  play  a  leading 
role  in  resolving.  As  our  Country  and  our  world  move 
forward  at  a  constantly  accelerating  pace,  we  cannot 
permit  a  procedural  roadblock— the  filibuster— that  can 
paralyze  the  functioning  of  the  National  Government. 


Jacob  K.  Javits  (R),  U.S.  Senator  from  New  York 


(CON)  Standing  Senate  Rule  XXII, 
which  is  the  result  of  compromise,  is 
a  wise  and  fair  rule,  and  to  change  it 
would  be  to  militate  against  the  his- 
toric tradition  of  unlimited  debate  in 
the  Senate  and  thus  to  destroy  the 
major'  bulwark  of  the  people  in  the 
maintenance  of  constitutional  govern- 
ment and  individual  liberty. 


Our  wise  Founding  Fathers  were  aware  that  the 
excesses  of  democracy  can  be  as  fearful  in  their  con- 
sequences as  are  the  excesses  of  totalitarianism.  To 
safeguard  against  both  extremes  they  gave  us  our 
republican  form  of  government  with  its  delicately 
contrived  system  of  checks  and  balances,  of  which 
freedom  of  debate  in  the  Senate  is  at  least  an  implied, 
if  not  actual,  part. 

Historically,  freedom  of  debate  in  the  Senate  is  not 
a  party  or  sectional  device.  It  has  served  the  whole 
Country  and  both  political  parties  well  at  one  time 
or  another.  History  records  the  fact  time  and  aga  n 
that  the  benefits  of  free  debate  in  the  Senate  have 
far  outweighed  the  few  instances  in  which  the  privilege 
to  speak  thoroughly  may  have  been  abused. 

Under  our  plan  of  government  the  United  States 
Senate  is  the  great  safety  valve.  It  is  a  body  which 
can  prevent  impasses  from  developing  in  our  Nation 
and  it  is  the  best  instrument  for  resolving  seemingly 
irreconcilable  conflicts.  It  has  afforded  a  permanent 
basis  for  American  unity ;  and  that  basis  has  its  foun- 
dation in  the  right  of  every  Senator,  regardl^^ss  of  the 
size  of  the  State  from  which  he  comes,  to  talk  things 
out  before  the  Country. 

Those  who  would  destroy  that  right  contend  it  im- 
perils democracy  and  thwarts  the  wishes  of  the  ma- 
jority. In  their  zeal  they  forget  that  its  very  purpose 
is  to  provide  a  restraint  upon  the  abuses  of  unbridled 
majority  rule  and,  even  more  important,  to  protect 
the  rights  of  the  minorities  of  this  Nation. 

With  unlimited  debate  in  the  Senate  all  Americans 
have  the  assurance  that  no  act  jeopardizing  their 
rights  ever  will  be  proposed  without  some  member 
of  the  Senate  having  the  opportunity  to  warn  the 
Nation  of  its  consequences. 


Herman  E.  Talmadge  (,Dj,  U.S.  Senator  from  Georgia 
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PHOTOS  BY 
ANGELA  CALOMORIS 


Virginia  O'Hanlon,  age  8,  when  she 
wrote  her  letter  to  the  New  York  Sun. 


How  a  Little  Girl's 
Christmas  Letter 
Became  Famous 


'75  there  a  Santa  Clans?" 

This  question  was  put  to  the  editor  of 
The  Sun  in  September  1897  by  eight- 
year-old  Virginia  O'Hanlon,  daughter  of 
a  New  York  City  physician.  The  editor, 
Edward  P.  Mitchell,  turned  the  little 
girl's  letter  over  to  his  associate,  Francis 
Pharcellus  Church,  to  answer,  and  the 
editorial  reproduced  on  this  page  was 
the  result.  One  of  the  most  famous  edi- 
torials ever  written,  it  has  been  repro- 
duced in  every  conceivable  form  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe. 


Today,  Virginia  is  Dr.  Douglas,  ])rincipal 
of  the  Handicajjped  Unit  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  New  York  City,  and  she  works 
with  hospitalized  and  shut-in  children. 


^fje  WEDNESDAY,   SEPTEMBER    iy,   18  9  7 

EDITORIALS 


Is  There  A  Santa  Claus? 


^JiT  E  take  pleasure  in  answering  at 
once  and  thus  prominently  the 
communication  below,  expressing  at 
the  same  time  our  great  gratification 
that  its  faithful  author  is  numbered 
among  the  friends  of  The  Sun: 

"Dear  Editor: 
I  am  8  years  old. 

Some  of  my  little  friends  say  there 
is  no  Santa  Claus. 

Papa  says  'If  you  see  it  in  The 
Sun  it's  so.' 

Please  tell  me  the  truth,  is  there 
a  Santa  Claus? 

Virginia  O'Hanlon, 
115  West  95th  Street" 

Virginia,  your  little  friends  are  wrong. 
They  have  been  affected  by  the  skepti- 
cism of  a  skeptical  age.  They  do  not 
believe  except  they  see.  They  think 
that  nothing  can  be  which  is  not  com- 
prehensible by  their  little  minds.  All 
minds,  Virginia,  whether  they  be  men's 
or  children's,  are  little.  In  this  great 
universe  of  ours  man  is  a  mere  insect, 
an  ant,  in  his  intellect,  as  compared 
with  the  boundless  world  about  him, 
as  measured  by  the  intelligence  ca- 
pable of  grasping  the  whole  of  truth 
and  knowledge. 

Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a  Santa  Claus. 
He  exists  as  certainly  as  love  and  gen- 
erosity and  devotion  exist,  and  you 
know  that  they  abound  and  give  to 
your  life  its  highest  beauty  and  joy. 
Alas!  how  dreary  would  be  the  world 
if  there  were  no  Santa  Claus!  It  would 
be  as  dreary  as  if  there  were  no  Vir- 
ginias. There  would  be  no  childlike 
faith  then,  no  poetry,  no  romance  to 


make  tolerable  this  existence.  We 
should  have  no  enjoyment,  except  in 
sense  and  sight.  The  eternal  light  with 
which  childhood  fills  the  world  would 
be  extinguished. 

Not  believe  in  Santa  Claus!  You  might 
as  well  not  believe  in  fairies!  You 
might  get  your  papa  to  hire  men  to 
watch  in  all  the  Chimneys  on  Christ- 
mas eve  to  catch  Santa  Claus,  but  even 
if  they  did  not  see  Santa  Claus  coming 
down,  what  would  that  prove?  Nobody 
sees  Santa  Claus,  but  that  is  no  sign 
that  there  is  no  Santa  Claus.  The  most 
real  things  in  the  world  are  those  that 
neither  children  nor  men  can  see.  Did 
you  ever  see  fairies  dancing  on  the 
lawn?  Of  course  not,  but  that's  no 
proof  that  they  are  not  there.  Nobody 
can  conceive  or  imagine  all  the  won- 
ders there  are  unseen  and  unseeable  in 
the  world. 

You  tear  apart  the  baby's  rattle  and 
see  what  makes  the  noise  inside,  but 
there  is  a  veil  covering  the  unseen 
world  which  not  the  strongest  man,  nor 
even  the  united  strength  of  all  the 
strongest  men  that  ever  lived,  could 
tear  apart.  Only  faith,  fancy,  poetry, 
love,  romance,  can  push  as^de  that  cur- 
tain and  view  and  picture  the  supernal 
beauty  and  glory  beyond.  Is  it  all  real? 
Ah,  Virginia,  in  all  this  world  there  is 
nothing  else  real  and  abiding. 

No  Santa  Claus!  Thank  God  he  lives, 
and  he  lives  forever.  A  thousand  years 
from  now,  Virginia,  nay,  ten  times  ten 
thousand  years  from  now,  he  will  con- 
tinue to  make  glad  the  heart  of  child- 
hood. 
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Mrs.  Moore,  and  the  two  Moore  children,  Brown  Moore  (age  8) 
and  Preston  J..  Jr.  (age  12),  in  their  Stillwater,  Okla.,  home. 


1  NATIOl  COMMANIR 
1 ABAN  [[in 


Meet  PRESTON  J.  MOORE  of  Oklahoma, 
who  heads  the  Legion  in  1958-59. 

By  R.  B.  PITKIN 

PRESTON  J.  Moore,  of  Oklahoma,  was  named  National  Com- 
mander of  The  American  Legion  for  1958-9  at  the  40th  Na- 
tional Convention  in  Chicago  last  September  4. 
Moore,  a  highly  popular  choice  to  head  the  Legion  for  the  current 
year,  polled  2,503  votes  on  the  first  ballot,  while  an  additional  553 
were  divided  between  nominees  Truman  Wold  of  North  Dakota  and 
Howard  Kingdom  of  Ohio. 

The  new  National  Commander  is  known  as  "Pres"  (pronounced 
"Press")  to  his  friends.  He  is  a  husky,  38-year-old  World  War  II  Army 
Air  Forces  veteran  with  wartime  duty  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  with 
the  5th  Bomb  Group  of  the  13th  Air  Force. 

Moore  is  the  first  Oklahoman  to  be  National  Commander  of  The 
American  Legion.  He  was  born  at  Colton,  Oklahoma,  February  7, 
1920,  and  raised  in  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma,  where  he  was  graduated 
from  public  high  school  in  1937.  Since  1949  he  has  been  a  practicing 
attorney  in  Stillwater,  Oklahoma,  where  he  makes  his  home  at  present. 

He  is  a  big  man,  standing  well  over  six  feet  and  tipping  the  scales 
on  the  far  side  of  200.  He  has  an  abundance  of  energy,  a  ready  smile, 
a  quick  and  hearty  laugh,  and  a  strong,  deep  voice.  He  works  hard, 
plays  hard,  likes  mixing  with  people,  relaxes  easily  when  necessary 


but  eventually  becomes  restless  if  not 
absorbed  in  some  activity.  For  recrea- 
tion he  enjoys  golf,  bass  fishing,  and 
sociable  card  games. 

Moore  makes  a  highly  favorable  and 
friendly  first  impression  which  —  ac- 
cording to  Oklahomans  —  grows  with 
time.  The  initial  good  impression  he 
made  on  Oklahoma  Legionnaires  after 
World  War  II  has  certainly  lasted. 

While  studying  law  under  the  Gl 
Bill  of  Rights  in  1946  and  1947,  Moore 
was  Service  Oflficer  and  then  Command- 
er of  the  campus  American  Legion 
post  of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  in 
Norman.  His  record  in  his  post  was  so 
impressive  that  Oklahoma  Legionnaires 
made  Pres  Moore  their  first  World  War 
II  State  Commander  in  1948,  when  he 
was  28  years  old. 

His  performance  as  Oklahoma  Com- 
mander was  so  outstanding  that  in  1950 
his  State  Legion  made  him  Department 
Judge  Advocate  and  Oklahoma's  Al- 
ternate on  the  Legion's  National  Exec- 
utive Committee.  Then  in  1955  he  was 
named  Oklahoma's  National  Executive 
Committeeman,  a  post  he  held  until 
elected  National  Commander  last  Sep- 
tember. 

Sam  Myers,  an  independent  oil  pro- 
ducer who  is  a  neighbor  of  the  new 
Commander  in  Stillwater,  had  this  to 
say  of  Moore  last  spring: 

"Pres  has  made  friends  wherever  he 
has  gone.  He  has  been  very  active  in 
local  organizations  and  has  worked 
(Continued  on  page  35) 


Moore  in  VV\V2  (kit)  as  a  1st  liciiienant  with 
the  5th  Bomb  Group  on  Samar,  P.I.  Right,  with 
Mrs.  .Moore  at  the  Miami  Nat'l  Convention  in  1948, 
when  he   was  Oklahoma's  Legion  Commander. 

Commander  Moore  chats  with  Mayor  A.  B.  Alcott  on 
Main  Street  of  Stillwater,  Okla.  Mayor  is  a  40-year 
nienihf!-  and  former  adjutant  of  Post  129,  Stillwater. 
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By  DON  WHELPLEY 

Seventeen  years  have  passed  since  the 
Flying  Tigers  spread  their  wings  over 
the  ricefields  of  Burma  and  the  moun- 
tains of  China.  Since  then,  millions  of 
young  Americans  have  grown  up  with- 
out knowing  the  story  of  this  handful  of 
volunteers  and  their  fabulous  exploits. 
Theirs  was  the  only  good  news  to  bright- 
en the  bleak  days  of  early  World  War  II. 

^-^TANDiNO  THERE  as  it  had  for  cen- 
turies,  the  great  golden  spire  of 
the  Shwe  Dagon  Pagoda  reached 
for  the  azure  blue  of  Burma's  sky. 
Sprawled  around  the  base  of  this  im- 
mense shrine  was  the  city  of  Rangoon. 
A  vigorous  seaport  bustling  with  the 
teak,  oil,  and  rice  trade  of  Burma,  it 
was,  nevertheless,  a  tropical  outpost 
where  a  feeling  of  the  relaxed  timeless- 
ness  of  British  colonial  living  hung  in 
the  humid  air. 

The  pleasant  life  of  these  colonials, 
unchanged  since  the  days  of  Kipling, 
went  on  its  leisurely  course  during  the 
autumn  of  1941.  If  they  were  aware  that 
Rangoon  and  their  way  of  life  were 
doomed,  they  gave  no  indication  of  it. 
There  were  straws  in  the  wind,  but  no 


The  author's  identification  as  a 
member  of  Col.  Chennault's  group. 

one  seemed  concerned.  The  Japanese 
and  their  warlike  noises  brought  only 
amused  snorts  to  the  linen-suited  gentle- 
men sipping  whisky  and  soda  on  the 
lawn  of  the  Golf  Club.  Even  if  the 
comical  little  men  were  foolish  enough 
to  start  trouble,  they  would  be  slapped 
down  by  the  British  Lion  crouched  on 
impregnable  Singapore.  Rangoon  itself 
was  protected  by  the  British  Burma 
Army  and  Royal  Air  Force  squadrons, 
liberally  sprinkled  with  veterans  from 
the  Battle  of  Britain.  The  planes  they 
flew,  Brewster  Buffaloes,  would  render 
"bloody  useless"  anything  the  Japs  had. 

Another  source  of  amusement  for  the 
few  in  Rangoon  who  noticed  were  cer- 
tain small  groups  of  young  American 
"tourists"  passing  through  the  city.  Their 
passports  showed  that  they  were  "re- 
tired acrobats"  or  "students"  or  "farm- 


TIGERS  Over 


The  story  of  the  "undisciplined  mob  of  mercenaries" 


who  became  the  famous  Flying  Tigers. 


ers,"  but  it  was  no  secret  that  they  were 
bound  for  the  nearby  jungle  village  of 
Toungoo  to  form  something  called  the 
American  Volunteer  Group  of  the  Chi- 
nese Air  Force.  Equipped  with  an  assort- 
ment of  vintage  P-40  aircraft,  thrice  re- 
fused as  obsolete  by  their  own  Air 
Corps,  the  RAF,  and  Sweden,  these  men 
were  to  train  on  Burmese  soil  and  then 
go  forth  to  do  battle  against  the  Japa- 
nese Air  Force  in  China.  Many  a  jolly 
good  chuckle  was  heard  about  such  a 
ridiculous  arrangement.  Little  did  the 
scoffers  know  that  these  unmilitary  ci- 
vilians would  soon  write  flaming  history 
in  the  sky  over  Rangoon,  and  would  be 
the  only  defenders  of  their  city  and 
their  lives.  Even  Winston  Churchill 
would  be  moved  to  compare  them  with 
the  heroes  of  the  Battle  of  Britain. 

But  during  the  fall  of  1941  if  the 
casual  observers  in  Rangoon  were  dubi- 
ous of  the  AVG  and  its  future  as  a  fight- 
ing force,  the  professional  military  men 
and  news  correspondents  who  looked  in 
on  the  American  training  base  were 


revealing  that  this  ludicrous  band 
wouldn't  last  two  weeks  in  combat. 

Even  among  the  volunteers,  morale 
was  at  low  ebb.  Camped  at  Kyedaw 
airdrome  on  the  banks  of  the  muddy 
Sittang  River— a  pesthole  hacked  from 
the  jungle— they  fought  steamy  heat 
and  boredom;  shared  their  barracks 
with  rats,  snakes,  and  hordes  of  hun- 
gry insects;  and  griped  vociferously. 


Col.  Chennault,  hand  on  map,  briefs  his 
men.  This  was  before   Pearl  Harbor. 

even  less  impressed.  They  came  away 
harumphing  about  the  "undisciplined 
mob  of  mercenaries,"  loosely  led  by  a 
slightly  deaf  colonel  of  the  nearly  ex- 
tinct Chinese  Air  Force,  an  American 
named  Chennault.  Confidential  reports 
were  sent  to  London  and  Washington 


ISIaj.  David  Hill,  left,  and  Maj.  Edward  I 
Rector  were  decorated  for  their  heroisrr 
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Charlie  Older  caught  the  formation  leader,  and  it  exploded  in  orange  flame. 


Dressed  in  odd  mixtures  of  uniforms  and 
civilian  clothes,  with  Western-style  guns 
slung  low  on  their  hips,  these  "tourists" 
went  about  the  business  of  preparing  for 
war  in  a  manner  shocking  to  the  officers 
who  saw  them. 

There  were  others  who  witnessed  the 
group  assembling,  and  exhibited  more 
professional  interest.  Frequently  heard 
was  the  faint  whine  of  Japanese  recon- 


naissance aircraft  flying  high  in  the  clear 
blue  sky  over  Toungoo,  and  frequently 
seen  was  the  flash  of  sunlight  on  silver 
wings  as  pilots  wheeled  to  dive  back  to 
Indochina  and  make  reports.  The  enemy 
watched  and  waited.  Time  was  running 
out  fast.  The  cauldron  of  war  was  about 
to  boil  over. 

Then  it  came.  War!  The  Japanese 
struck  with  lightninglike  fury,  overrun- 


These  men  fought  over  Rangoon.  They  are,  1.  to  r.,  Ken  Link  Lauglilin  Duke  Hedman 
0k       Jernstedt.  Tom  Haywood,  Charlie  Older,  R.  T.Smith,  after  trash,  got   five  Japs. 


ning  everything  in  their  path.  Burma 
watched  in  horror  as  the  yellow  tide  rose 
in  Siam  to  the  east.  RAF  recon  planes 
daily  told  of  the  enemy  buildup  at 
Bangkok,  Tak,  Meshot.  Men,  tanks, 
hundreds  of  planes.  The  old  pompous, 
typically  British,  confidence  vanished, 
and  in  its  place  stood  cold,  gripping  fear. 
Burma  would  be  next,  and  Rangoon,  its 
docks  gorged  with  lend-lease  supplies 
waiting  to  go  up  the  Burma  Road,  was 
the  prize.  Suddenly  it  became  clear  that 
there  was  nothing  to  stop  the  onslaught. 
The  colonial  army  that  had  looked  so 
good  a  month  ago  now  appeared  hope- 
lessly inept  when  compared  with  the 
victorious  Japanese.  And  the  36  RAF 
fighters  at  Rangoon  hardly  inspired 
confidence. 

By  now,  December  1941,  the  Ameri- 
can Volunteer  Group— it  had  not  yet 
earned  the  tag  "Flying  Tigers"— was 
ready  for  action.  Colonel  Chennault, 
their  soft-spoken  but  very  tough  leader, 
had  given  his  boys  the  benefit  of  his  own 
four  years'  experience  fighting  the  Japs 
in  China.  He  had  taught  them  many 
tricks  of  his  precarious  trade,  even 
how  to  think  like  a  Japanese  fighter 
pilot  if  need  be.  Now  school  was  over, 
and  his  unorthodox  band  of  adventurers 
were  to  lock  horns  with  the  adversary. 
They  were  still  unruly  civilians,  in  the 
eyes  of  many,  and  untried  in  combat, 
but  it  was  now  or  never.  No  one,  not 
even  themselves,  had  any  idea  how  they 
would  pan  out. 

They  had  been  hired  by  the  Chinese 
(at  salary  plus  $500  bonus  for  each  Jap 
plane  shot  down)  to  defend  the  Burma 
Road;  so  when  the  group  broke  camp 
at  Toungoo  the  leather-faced  Old  Man 
took  most  of  them  north  to  China.  But 
he  sent  the  AVG  3rd  Squadron  to  Ran- 
goon. It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  De- 
cember 12  that  15  shark-toothed  Toma- 
hawks roared  into  Mingaladon  airfield 
and  kicked  up  dust  as  they  taxied  over 
to  the  tent,  spread  by  a  huge  banyan 
tree,  that  was  to  be  their  home  and  base 
of  operations  for  two  long,  hard  months. 
Across  the  field  lounging  RAF  pilots 
watched  lanky  squadron  leader  Arvid 
Olson  and  his  Yanks  climb  out  of  their 
planes.  But  this  time  they  didn't  laugh. 
The  situation  was  no  longer  humorous. 
It  would  take  a  "bloody  lot  more"  than 
the  leering  shark  faces  painted  on  the 
American  fighters  to  scare  the  Nips 
away! 

Day  after  day  eyes  turned  uneasily 
eastward  to  look  beyond  the  soft  green 
of  the  ricefields  shrouded  in  morning 
mists  to  the  dark,  sinister  outline  of  the 
Dawna  Mountains  silhouetted  against  a 
saffron  sunrise.  From  here  the  enemy 
would  strike.  But  nothing  happened.  The 
(Continued  on  page  42) 
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FEW  MONTHS  AGO  Mikhail  Menshikov, 
Russia's  suave,  blue-eyed  Ambassador 
to  the  United  States,  was  all  smiles. 
The  success  of  the  reds'  "Operation  Butter- 
Up,"  their  coverup  for  worldwide  subversion, 
reached  its  high  point  when  a  large  group  of 
Republican  ladies  from  Ohio  descended  on 
the  Soviet  Embassy.  Later  they  emerged  gush- 
ing over  the  slave  empire's  jocular  envoy. 

Then  suddenly  Russian  winter  came  to 
America.  Abruptly,  the  Soviet  Ambassador 
cancelled  all  lectures,  good  will  tours,  and 
television  appearances,  while  at  diplomatic 
receptions  scowls  replaced  smiles.  Reporters 
were  puzzled.  Why  had  the  red  bear  replaced 
the  social  lion? 

Finally,  Menshikov  gave  an  explanation. 
"Always  there  are  newspapermen  asking 
questions,"  he  fretted.  "I  think  I  will  some- 
time have  to  refuse  to  answer  some  questions." 

A  man  who  feeds  reporters  questions  that 
put  Russian  diplomats  on  the  hot  seat  is  Bela 
Fabian,  chairman  of  the  World  Federation  of 
Hungarian  Former  Political  Prisoners.  Broad 
and  short,  with  a  powerful  frame,  ruddy  face, 
cropped  gray  hair,  and  the  lumbering  gait  of 


VUlCU  OMi  IS  IN  TUE  DOGUOUSE 


Dr.  Fabian,  wearing  stri])ed  prison  garb,  dramatizes  current 
headlines  when  he  is  not  busy  making  headlines  of  his  own. 

The  marchers  pointed  out  where  Nixon's  stoning  had  originated. 


Many  New  Yorkers  joined  this  demonstration  in 
front  of  the  .Soviet  U.N.  delegation's  headquarters. 

a  peasant,  this  69-year-old  refugee  has  been  called 
the  "Conscience  of  the  West."  The  peppery  Hun- 
garian has  put  Russian  diplomats  on  the  defensive 
by  conducting  a  private  truth  campaign  to  replace 
red  promises  of  the  better  life  under  socialism. 

Any  tiime  the  communists  launch  one  of  their 
phony  "peace  offensives,"  or  whenever  the  news 
breaks  about  a  new  Soviet  crime,  this  stocky  man 
swings  into  action.  He  can  be  found  striding  along 
the  street  carrying  a  battered  briefcase  bulging  with 
documents.  Since  there  are  millions  of  people  all 
over  the  world  who  either  have  relatives  in  slave 
labor  camps  or  who  have  been  inmates  themselves, 
it  isn't  long  before  Fabian  is  surrounded  by  throngs 
of  cheering  men  and  women  —  many  of  whom  have 


Bolsheviks 


The  Russian  Bear  is  able  to  terrify  many  people,  but  not  Bela 
Fabian.  Time  and  again,  this  former  inmate  of  a  red  slave  labor  camp 


has  made  the  Kremlinites  look  more  than  a  little  bit  foolish. 


At  Christmas,  this  card  reminded  people 
that  the  earth's  peace  was  in  jeopardy. 


ters;  a  friendly  printer,  a  "graduate"  of 
Vorkuta  or  Karaganda  slave  labor 
camps,  may  work  his  presses  overtime 
to  print  leaflets;  and  in  every  city  where 
Fabian  and  his  former  Hungarian  po- 
litical prisoners  hold  a  meeting  generous 
people,  some  of  whom  have  been  vic- 
tims of  communism,  ofi'er  the  demon- 
strators a  meal  or  a  bed. 

A  22-year-old  ex-Hungarian  freedom 
fighter,  who  marches  regularly  in  Fa- 
bian's picket  lines,  has  his  own  answer 
to  why  the  aging  exile  accomplishes  so 
much  with  so  little. 

"Some  Americans  who  want  to  fight 
communism  think  the  only  way  to  do  it 
is  to  get  up  a  big  organization  sprinkled 
with  a  lot  of  big  names  who  do  no  work. 
Then  they  hire  spacious  offices  in  Rock- 
efeller Center  and  spend  the  long 
lunches  at  '21'  discussing  what  they're 
going  to  do  next.  Bela  Fabian  just  goes 
ahead  and  does  it." 


Dr.  Fabian  as  he  addressed  the  Legion's  Americanism  Conniiission  at  Chicago. 


proved  in  war  and  revolution  that  they 
hold  their  liberties  dearer  than  life  itself. 

Fabian's  tactics  in  his  "little  Russian 
counterrevolution"  include  worldwide 
mass  anti-Soviet  demonstrations  staged 
at  strategic  times;  and  constantly  pub- 
licizing news  of  continuing  Soviet  de- 
portations, murders,  and  secret  trials  in 
Hungary  and  other  Russian  colonies. 

His  work  is  not  sponsored  by  "an- 
gels," governments,  or  tax-exempt  foun- 
dations. Prior  to  a  demonstration,  local 
Hungarians  in  the  advertising  business 
contribute  labor  and  paint  for  the  pos- 


And  while  our  leaders  sit  down  to 
negotiate  with  the  Soviets  at  Summit 
Conferences,  somehow  the  voice  of  the 
"Conscience  of  the  West"  is  heard  loud 
and  clear  urging  "no  trade,  no  aid,  no 
dealings  with  the  communists." 

Communist  and  Western  diplomats 
may  toast  each  other  in  the  capitals  of 
the  world,  but  Fabian's  posters  speak 
out:  "DON'T  DRINK  CHAMPAGNE 
MIXED  WITH  HUNGARIAN 
BLOOD!  ' 

The  urge  to  kill  must  seize  the  com- 
munists when  they  see  his  pickets.  They 
know  that  here  is  a  pro  who  knows  how 
to  deal  with  them  from  firsthand  expe- 
rience. He  knows  how  to  play  on  Mos- 
cow's real  insecurity:  fear  of  the  smol- 
dering nationalism  of  the  captive  non- 
Russian  nations  both  within  and  outside 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Recently  the  Soviets  angrily  asked  the 
U.S.  Government  to  halt  the  picketing 
of  Soviet  missions  on  American  soil  by 
Fabian  and  his  group  aided  by  other 
exiles  and  Americans.  They  denounced 
Fabian  as  "the  notorious  leading  hooli- 
gan," and  "leader  in  the  United  States 
of  the  anti-popular  neofascist  and  un- 
derground movement."  and  they  charged 
that  "bandits,  rowdies,  hooligans, 
abetted  by  Wall  Street  and  the  Penta- 
gon" are  deployed  to  insult  and  scare 
innocent  Russian  guests  in  America. 
Fortunately,  Washington  said  Nyet  to 
the  Soviet  demand,  and  the  Russians 
were  reminded  that  our  Constitution 
guarantees  free  assembly  and  free  ex- 
pression, those  rights  upon  which  our 
peaceful  picket  lines  are  based. 

(Continued  on  page  37) 


As  a  )()uiig  man,  when  he  \\;is 
in  the  Hungarian  Parliament. 

Today,  with  his  wile  in  New  York.  ► 


telephone  co„M-V,t",;T,S^17- 


Your 
Sant 
in  time 


Something  brand  new  in  old  cars  is  this  Surrey, 
available  from  Dyer  Products  Co.,  ot  Canton, 
Ohio.  It  has  a  4.8-hi).  engine  which  moves  the 
gasoline  buggy  at      m.p.h.  The  price  is  $1,095. 


(iristmas 


For  the  person  who  is  interested 


in  the  new  and  unusual. 


This  Mary  Prcctor  ..^..^ 
Toaster  has  a  dial  that  lighls  un 
to  show  all  shades  of  toasl. 
At  ajjphance  stores  for  $19.95 


No  musical  training  is  needed  to  play 
this  new  Magnus  Electric  Chord  Organ. 
The  left  hand  plays  chords,  and  the 
right   the   melody.  It  costs  $UJ.y&- 


Tune  "  r?'""        ganie  ;«  <.xr  "^^s^' 

hi-fi  Ti,a, 

ior    :^3  25. 


This  new  Toio  rotary  lawn  mower  has 
a  tutting  bhide  that  si)ins  in  a  scien- 
tifically planned  wind  tunnel;  so  cutting 
is  clean  and  crisp.  Another  feature  is  the 
bagging  attachment.  It  costs  $89.95  lor 
a   19-inch  model,  $99.95  tor  a  21  inch. 


conics 
Buck- 
VVi„. 


Another  novel  gift  for  the  home  is  this  easily 
installed  shower  door  made  by  Showerfokl 
Door  Corp..  Detroit.  Available  in  sizes  for  all 
tub  and  shower  stalls,  it  costs  $22.95  to  $49.95. 


is  t/  e  ,/  "'^vo„r  thi;rr^S9 


For  the  kid  who  has  everything  ''oin     ^l,  ^Posu,l 

oi  who  lues  ,n  a  tough  neigh  ^ 

borhood,  you  can  buy^a  suittf   

annoi  for  a  low  $125.  I,  comes 
from  Hess  Bros.,  Allentown,  Pa! 


This  $14.95  plastic  lantern,  made 
bv  Western  Circle  Co.,  KiiK 
wood.  Mo.,  never  needs  paint, 
can  t  rust,  dent,  or  break. 


You  get  good  visibility,  just  as  you  do 
in  the  new  cars,  with  this  Lord  Elgin 
Panorama  2.^-jewel  watch.  The  $89.50 
beauty  has  a  wraparound  crystal. 


That  Old  Nickelodeon  of  Mine 


A  motion  picture  pioneer  tells  what  it  was  like 
in  the  early  days  of  the  "flickers"  50  years  ago. 


By  hoy  e.  aitken 

(One  of  the  producers  of  The  Birth  of 
,t  Nation,  many  Keystone  Cop  come- 
dies,  and   2,500  other  silent  films.) 


I WAS  CRANKING  the  noisy  Edison 
in  our  Chicago  nickelodeon  one 
cold  winter  afternoon  in  1905 
when  I  smelled  smoke  in  the  small, 
stuffy  projection  booth.  Alarmed,  I 
looked  at  the  projector.  A  yellowish 
flame  was  leaping  inside  the  machine, 
mixing  weirdly  with  the  glaring  white 
lights  of  the  carbons. 

For  a  moment  I  stared  horror-struck 
as  the  smoke  oozed  from  the  metal  box. 
Fire  was  one  enemy  every  nickelodeon 
owner  feared,  because  water  would  not 
extinguish  blazing  celluloid  film,  and 
fire-quenching  chemicals  were  almost 
unknown  in  those  days. 

There  was  only  one  thing  to  do— get 
the  audience  of  50  or  more  out  of  the 
building  quickly! 

I  stopped  cranking.  The  screen  went 
dark.  I  flashed  on  the  dim  floor  lights 
and  climbed  halfway  down  the  wooden 
wall  ladder  from  the  booth. 

"Folks,"  I  said  as  calmly  as  I  could, 
"the  projection  machine  is  giving  me 
trouble.  I  suggest  you  leave  the  theater 
at  once." 

There  was  a  quick  scraping  of  chairs. 
With  alarmed  cries,  people  began  rush- 
ing for  the  front  door.  Trembling,  I 
stood  and  watched  them  push,  shove, 
and  clamor.  Luckily  all  of  them  got  onto 
the  street  without  injury. 

In  the  meantime,  the  alert  woman  ticket  seller,  seeing  what 
was  wrong,  had  called  the  fire  department,  located  nearby.  When 
the  firemen  arrived  a  few  minutes  later,  smoke  was  pouring  from 
the  theater.  A  couple  of  firemen  climbed  into  the  booth.  One  of 
them  somehow  pried  the  flaming  reel  out  of  the  projector  and 
tossed  it  through  a  small  open  window  into  State  Street.  A  pos- 
sibly disastrous  fire  was  averted. 

Another  rented  projector  and  film  put  us  back  in  business  two 
hours  later.  But  my  hands  shook  as  I  turned  the  crank.  This  cer- 
tainly was  a  risky  business! 

Little  did  I  realize,  sitting  on  a  stool  in  that  booth  of  the 
former  museum  of  anatomy  building  on  State  near  Congress 
which  my  brother  Harry  and  I  had  rented  for  our  first  theater, 
that  fate  would  lift  us  quickly  to  the  top  of  this  rocketing  movie 
industry.  I  know  it  would  have  been  easier  if  I  had  known  that 
I  was  cranking  my  way  into  a  fairyland  existence  far  beyond  my 
hopes,  that  Harry  and  I  would  shortly  finance  and  produce  great 
motion  pictures  (as  The  Birth  of  a  Nation)  and  contract  stars 
such  as  Gloria  Swanson,  Mary  Pickford,  Lillian  and  Dorothy 
Gish,  Charlie  Chaplin,  Douglas  Fairbanks,  William  S.  Hart, 
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Raymond  Hitchcock  and  Mabel 
Norman  starred  in  'My  Valet." 


Bobbie  Vernon  and  Gloria  Swanson  in  a  Key- 
stone coniedv.  (.loria  later  became  a  big  star. 


For  three  years  starting  in  ]!•!(),  I'oril  Steiling,  sli<)\\n 
here  with  necklace,  was  a  leading  actor  with  Keystone. 


Billie  Bennett  and  Chester  Conklin  were  favorite  cut-ups  in  the  old  days. 


Charles  Murray  and  Louise  Fazenda  surrounded  by  a  bevy  of  buxom  beauties. 


Mabel  Normand,  and  many  others.  But, 
of  course,  that  is  another  fabulous  story; 
this  one  concerns  early  nickelodeons. 

Flammable  film  was  not  the  only  fire 
hazard  in  nickelodeons.  Carbons  in  the 
first  Edison  projectors  could  not  always 
withstand  the  varying  current  in  the 
power  lines,  and  sometimes  the  carbons 
would  overheat  and  burn  out. 

To  minimize  this  problem,  many  pro- 
jectionists made  their  own  rheostats. 
These  homemade  affairs  consisted  of 
many  loops  of  coiled  wire  which  often 
would  get  red  hot  as  the  electric  current 
passed  through  them.  We  always  hung 


these  coils  of  wire  on  the  wall,  away 
from  the  machine  and  the  flammable 
film.  Often  1  tried  to  keep  one  eye  on 
the  hot  coiled  wires  and  another  eye  on 
the  projection  machine,  while  I  cranked 
to  bring  a  jumping,  flickering  motion 
picture  in  focus  on  a  distant  bedsheet 
tacked  to  a  wooden  frame.  One  never 
got  bored  on  that  job. 

The  jumping  picture  did  not  disturb 
the  audience  too  much,  as  many  of  them 
had  never  seen  a  motion  picture.  Awed 
and  entranced,  they  sat  on  stiff"  folding 
chairs  which  we  had  rented  on  a  day- 
to-day  basis  from  an  undertaking  parlor. 


It  was  not  a  difficult  matter  to  estab- 
lish a  nickelodeon  in  Chicago  in  1905. 
All  one  had  to  do  was  rent  an  empty 
store  building;  knock  in  the  front  and 
construct  a  sheltered  ticket  booth  and 
entrance;  set  up  advertising  posters; 
build  a  wooden  projection  booth;  and 
rent  a  projector,  film,  and  chairs.  Then 
you  were  in  business. 

That's  what  my  brother  Harry  and  f 
did.  Fresh  off  a  Wisconsin  farm,  but 
also  having  had  a  little  road  show  ex- 
perience in  small  towns,  we  were  en- 
tranced by  the  flickers.  On  a  business 
trip  to  Chicago  in  the  late  winter  of 
1904-05,  we  dropped  in  at  a  nickelo- 
deon. Both  of  us  became  excited  about 
the  possibilities  of  opening  such  a 
theater.  But  there  was  one  big  obstacle. 
We  had  barely  $25  between  us. 

Finally,  after  much  persuasion,  we 
managed  to  borrow  $100  from  a  Mil- 
waukee friend.  Within  four  months  we 
parlayed  this  investment  into  five  profit- 
able nickelodeons,  one  in  downtown 
Chicago  and  four  on  the  outskirts.  1 
think  we  were  one  of  the  first  movie 
chains  in  the  Nation.  At  this  time,  too, 
a  man  named  Carl  Laemmle  was  es- 
tablishing nickelodeons  in  Chicago,  and 
we  often  tangled  with  him  and  others 
in  a  mad  scramble  to  rent  scarce  films 
to  keep  our  theaters  running.  Nickelo- 
deons were  springing  up  all  over  the 
Nation,  and  the  few  existing  film  com- 
panies could  not  keep  up  with  the  de- 
mand. 

The  makers  of  Edison  projection  ma- 
chines were  harassed,  too,  by  mush- 
rooming purchase  orders.  When  a  car- 
load of  projectors  arrived  in  Pittsburgh, 
the  precious  cargo  was  mobbed  by  many 
new  nickelodeon  operators  who  wanted 
immediate  delivery.  The  police  had  to 
be  called  to  restore  order. 

Moviemania— later  to  flower  in  plush, 
ornate  theaters,  and  to  be  fostered  by 
sound  and  wide  screens  and  color  ex- 
travaganzas, and  to  produce  $50,000,000 
grosses— grew  like  an  unchecked  virus 
in  the  early  nickelodeons.  The  pictures 
flickered,  the  carbons  dimmed,  the  fihn 
broke  in  climactic  scenes  and  delayed 
the  show,  but  still  people  came.  They 
were  fascinated  by  this  new  entertain- 
ment medium  which  disseminated  hu- 
man experience  to  millions. 

I  was  young  in  1905— only  22  and 
strong— but  I  had  difficulty  in  turning 
that  projection  machine  hand  crank 
from  11  a.m.  until  11  p.m.  seven  days 
a  week,  with  barely  enough  time  out  to 
get  a  sandwich.  But  I  loved  it.  Like 
Harry,  1  felt  that  this  business  had  a 
wonderful  future,  and  1  wanted  to  grow 
with  it. 

The  forerunner  of  the  nickelodeon 
was  the  penny  arcade,  where  the  Edison 
Kinetoscope  machines  made  their  ap- 
pearance on  April  14,  1894.  Here,  for 
(Continued  on  page  40) 
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By  HAROLD  LORD  VARNEY 

THE  SMUGNESS  of  American  foreign  policy  is 
nowhere  better  illustrated  than  in  our  deal- 
ings with  Latin  America.  As  a  result,  the  year 
1959  is  likely  to  be  one  of  grim  hemispheric  awak- 
ening. 

When  we  face  the  facts  of  life,  we  discover  that 
we  can  no  longer  take  Latin  American  support  for 
granted.  Since  1945  our  influence  in  the  United 
Nations  has  been  pivoted  upon  the  predictable  back- 
ing of  the  20  Latin  American  votes,  with  only 
Mexico  and  Peron's  Argentina  as  occasional  ab- 
stainers. Now  we  cannot  be  certain  of  such  auto- 
matic support. 

In  the  unfolding  situation  nothing  can  be  plainer 


GO      HOI^t  DULLES 


Students  jeered  Secretary  Didles  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  last  August  as  his  motorcade  went  by. 

than  the  fact  that  the  United  States  must 
do  something  tangible  for  the  Caribbean 
and  South  American  countries,  either  in 
trade  or  aid,  if  it  hopes  to  count  on  their 
continued  support.  This  realization  is 
the  background  of  our  recent  reluctant 
acceptance  of  Brazilian  President  Jusce- 
lino  Kubitschek's  proposal  that  a  21- 
nation  conference  be  held  to  review  the 
whole  subject  of  inter-American  rela- 
tions. In  making  this  proposal.  President 
Kubitschek  has  taken  the  ball  out  of  our 


The  historic  scene  in  Caracas,  Venezuela,  when  Vice  President  Nixon 


Trouble  Ahead 

Anti-Americanism  is  growing  in  many 
nations  to  the  south  of  us  as  Russian 
influence  grows  in  that  part  of  the  world. 


hands.  On  a  more  sensational  level,  this 
same  fact  was  behind  the  recent  mob- 
bing of  Vice  President  Nixon  in  Lima 
and  his  stoning  in  the  streets  of  Caracas. 
Large  areas  of  Latin  American  public 
opinion  are  drifting  into  an  ugly  anti- 
Americanism. 

Were  we  free  to  handle  the  deterio- 
rating situation  without  outside  interfer- 
ence, we  could  probably  resolve  the  di- 
lemma. But  we  are  not  free.  The  coming 
Latin  American  decisions  must  be  made 
with  the  hot  breath  of  Soviet  Russia 
burning  down  our  necks.  For,  make  no 
mistake  about  it,  Russia  is  in  the  South 


American  and  Caribbean  areas  with 
streamlined  and  purposeful  seriousness. 
The  Russian  hand  is  seen  nakedly  be- 
hind recent  disturbances  in  Cuba,  Ven- 
ezuela, Guatemala,  Honduras,  and  in 
the  British  areas.  Its  most  insidious  pres- 
ent threat,  however,  is  economic  pene- 
tration. Soviet  undercover  agents  are 
skillfully  at  work  in  most  of  the  South 
American  countries,  holding  out  the  se- 
ductive bait  of  Iron  Curtain  trade.  Cyni- 
cal South  American  leaders  are  begin- 
ning to  learn  the  game  of  playing  off 
Russian  offers  against  the  United  States. 
If  it  were  a  question  of  repelling  an 
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as  stoned  and  spat  upon  by  rioters  expressing  their  anti-Anieritanisn; 


in  Latin  America 


funds  to  government-owned  ventures. 
Since  Brazil  is  experiencing  an  acute 
economic  crisis  (the  Brazilian  cruzeiro 
exchange  rate  with  the  dollar  has 
dropped  from  80  to  138  in  a  nine- 
month  period),  the  promise  of  Soviet 
economic  assistance  is  enticing. 

The  Russian  maneuvers  have  already 
had  political  repercussions.  The  resump- 
tion of  diplomatic  relations  with  Russia, 
which  were  broken  off  in  1947,  is  being 
urged  by  Aranha,  Brazil's  Ambassador 
to  the  United  Nations.  Finance  Minis- 
ter Alkmin  is  urging  extensive  trade  re- 
lations. Underlining  this  shift  in  the 
Brazilian  attitude  is  the  promise  of  Rus- 
sian and  satellite  purchase  of  Brazilian 
coffee  which  is  now  suffering  from  a 
ruinous  drop  in  world  prices. 

It  is  not  inconceivable  that  these 
adroit  Soviet  economic  maneuvers  may 
weaken  the  historic  U.  S.  link  with 
Brazil.  And  Brazil,  with  its  huge  area 
and  its  60,000,000  population  is  the 
anchor  nation  in  South  America.  Al- 
though the  Export-Import  Bank  has  ad- 
vanced or  authorized  $300,000,000  to 
Brazil  since  President  Kubitschek's  in- 
auguration, capital-hungry  Brazil  hopes 
for  much  more.  With  Russia  now  in  the 
picture,  the  United  States  position  will 
become  increasingly  uncomfortable.  So- 
viet and  Left-Liberal  propagandists  have 
now  added  a  new  epithet  to  their  vocab- 
ulary of  abuse  against  the  United  States; 
they  now  claim  that  the  United  States 
is  an  economic  imperialist.  To  the  un- 
thinking in  Brazil  and  other  South 
American  nations,  this  line  of  attack  is 
extremely  popular. 

In  other  Latin  American  countries  the 


TROUBLEMAKERS 


Trinidad's  George  Price  Cuban  Rebel 

Eric  Williams  of  Belize  Fidel  Castro 


old-style  Russian  offensive  in  Latin 
America,  something  on  the  order  of  the 
united  frontism  of  the  1940's,  Washing- 
ton could  do  so,  as  it  demonstrated  in 
Guatemala  in  1955.  But  against  an  all- 
out  Russian  trade  infiltration  into  our 
part  of  the  world,  the  United  States  must 
learn  to  forge  new  weapons. 

Brazil,  our  traditional  ally,  is  a  case 
in  point.  Brazil  is  headed  today  by  an 
opportunistic  and  smart  Social  Demo- 
cratic President,  Juscelino  Kubitschek, 
who  owed  the  margin  of  his  electoral 
victory  in  1955  to  the  support  of  the 
Brazilian  communists.  Publicly  anti- 
communist.  President  Kubitschek  will 
mount  no  barricades  to  combat  the  Rus- 
sian advance.  Indeed,  four  of  his  impor- 
tant diplomatic  appointments  were  given 
to  communists,  and  one  of  his  cabinet 
members  is  the  enigmatic  General  Hen- 
rique Texeira  Lott  whom  many  regard 
as  the  future  Sukarno  of  Brazil. 

The  standout  fact  in  the  current  Bra- 
zilian political  situation  is  the  Russian 
drive  to  establish  a  beachhead  in  Brazil's 
economy.  Since  the  two  countries  do  not 
maintain  diplomatic  relations,  the  Rus- 


Communist 
Cheddi  Jagan 

sian  agent  in  this  drive  is  Torgbras,  a 
trading  corporation  headed  by  Colonel 
Tito  de  Canto,  a  Brazilian  citizen.  Torg- 
bras is  holding  out  the  promise  of 
$1,000,000,000  of  communist  bloc 
money  for  Brazilian  economic  develop- 
ment. 

Specifically,  Soviet  go-betweens  ex- 
press willingness  to  make  large  amounts 
of  Russian  capital  available  for  Petro- 
bras,  the  Brazilian  state  oil  monopoly. 
Petrobras  is  now  chafing  under  the  U.S. 
Export-Import  Bank  rule   barring  its 


pattern  of  communist  economic  pene- 
tration is  becoming  clear.  Chile,  a  tradi- 
tional friend  of  the  United  States,  be- 
came incensed  at  this  country  last  year 
when  the  announcement  was  made  that 
a  lift  in  copper  duties  was  imminent. 
Over  the  veto  of  the  outgoing  President, 
Carlos  Ibanez  del  Campo,  the  Chilean 
Congress  repealed  the  1947  law  which 
barred  the  Communist  Party  from 
Chile's  elections.  At  the  same  time  ne- 
gotiations were  opened  for  the  sale  of 
(Continued  on  page  46) 
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CLUB 


(Continued  from  page  8) 


of  a  course  in  safe  handling  of  firearms  as 
a  condition  for  obtaining  a  hunting  license 
for  persons  under  16.  Through  August 
1958  a  total  of  111,000  youngsters  have  re- 
ceived this  specialized  training.  The  total  is 
exceeded  (by  30,000)  only  by  New  York- 
State,  which  had  a  two-year  head  start  on 
the  California  program. 


MIKE  CHESTOVICH,  of  13  Marshall 
Place,  Gary,  Ind.,  is  one  hunter  who  takes 
care  of  his  dog.  Mike  writes,  "After  each 
iiunting  trip  with  my  beagle,  I  wash  his  four 
paws  with  antiseptic  soap.  Then  I  rub  a 
soothing  ointment  on  them.  I  slip  an  empty 
tobacco  sack  on  each  paw  to  protect  him 
from  getting  an  infection  from  plants  or 
weeds.  1  take  them  off  in  about  forty-five 
minutes."  (If  you  allow  your  dog  inside, 
the  tobacco  sacks  will  protect  your  rugs 
from  the  ointment.) 

COTTONTAIL  RABBITS  are  hunted 
everywhere.  He  and  the  red  squirrel  both 
are  tricky  targets.  There's  a  closed  season 
on  cottontails  but  none  on  red'  squirrels. 
The  varying  hare  or  "snowshoe"  rabbit  is 
another  popular  target  for  nimrods  in  the 
North.  He  is  called  "varying"  because  he 
changes  the  color  of  his  coat  with  differ- 
ent seasons.  In  summer  he  is  brown,  and 
in  winter  he  is  white.  His  tracks  are  big- 
ger than  the  cottontail's.  There's  a  closed 
season  on  "snowshoe"  rabbits.  Shotgun  or 
rifle  can  be  used  on  any  of  these  small 
animals. 

PROBABLY  THE  LARGEST  collection  of 
dog  and  hunting  motion  picture  films  in 
existence  is  owned  by  the  Gaines  Dog  Re- 
search Agency,  250  Park  Ave.,  New  York 
17,  N.  Y.  They  are  16-mm.  sound  films, 
and  you  can  get  them  to  show  your 
Legion  Post  or  sportsmen's  group;  all  you 
have  to  pay  is  the  postage.  Write  the  Gaines 
Agency  for  a  list  of  available  titles. 

LARRY  RITTER,  310  AVest  Third,  Strea- 
tor,  111.,  suggests:  "When  duck  hunting, 
take  a  one-pound  coffee  can,  put  two  table- 
spoons of  used  cooking  grease  in  it,  then 
add  one  handful  of  shredded  newspaper. 
This  little  gimmick  will  make  a  clean-burn- 
ing fire  long  enough  to  bring  warmth  back 
after  a  really  cold  session." 


WE  SHOT  all  four  weights  of  the  new 
280  Remington  cartridge  recently,  and  can 
report  that  they  all  are  excellent.  (We  used 
that  beautiful  new  model  725  Remington 
bolt-action  hunting  rifle.)  The  cartridge  is 
extremely  accurate.  The  100-grain  bronze- 
point  bullet  is  for  small  game  and  varmint 
shooting.  The  125-grain  pointed  soft-point 
is  for  long-range  shooting.  The  150-grain 
pointed  soft-point  is  for  greater  shocking 
power.  And  the  165-grain  soft-point  makes 
the  finest  type  bullet  for  brush  shooting. 

Now  the  hunter  is  able  to  secure  his 
favorite  type  of  rifle  chambered  for  this 
cartridge.  The  models  740  AVoodmaster 
autoloader,  the  760  Gamemaster  slide- 
action  repeater,  and  the  handsome  725  bolt- 
action  arc  all  available  in  280  Remington 
caliber. 

Further  details  available  from  Henry  P. 
Davis,  Remington  Arms  Co.,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  .Mid-range  ballistic  data  of  the  280 
follows: 


.MID-RANGE  TRAJECTORY  HEIGHT 
IN  INCHES  FOR 


Bullet 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

Weight 

yd. 

yd. 

yd. 

yd. 

yd. 

100 

.4 

1.8 

4.5 

9.3 

17.0 

125 

.5 

2.1 

5.3 

10.5 

18.5 

150 

.6 

2.5 

6.1 

12.0 

21.0 

165 

.6 

2.8 

7  2 

14.5 

25.5 

DAVID  KLITTNICK,  450  Garfield  Ave., 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  offers:  "For  cleaning 
bolts  and  other  hard-to-get-at  places  on 
a  rifle  or  pistol,  I  have  found  that  Q-tips 
come  in  very  handy.  You  can  easily  re- 
move powder  and  dust  with  the  cotton 
tips,  and  get  down  into  the  really  tight 
places." 

R.  F.  WYTENNBACH,  300  S.  Lincoln 
Park  Drive,  Evansville,  Ind.,  says,  "Wlicn 
hunting  big  game,  use  a  fishing  reel  cover 
or  tobacco  sack  to  carry  your  extra  shells. 
There  are  several  reasons  for  this:  (1) 
Eliminates  possibility  of  loss.  (2)  Prevents 
shells  rattling  in  pocket,  which  is  most  im- 
portant when  tracking  game  in  snow  on  a 
still  morning.  (3)  Prevents  points  of  shells 
from  wearing  holes  in  hunting  clothes,  thus 
sometimes  permitting  shells  to  drop  througli 
those  holes.  (4)  The  shells  are  kept  clean 
compared  with  those  that  are  carried  in 
the  pocket."  We're  convinced. 


KENNETH  BONO,  of  N.  Division  St., 
Braidwood,  111.,  has  an  idea  to  mark  a  spot 
showing  where  to  enter  a  woods.  He  rec- 
ommends that  you  cut  a  beer  can  in  half 
and  nail  it  to  a  tree  with  the  shiny  end 
facing  the  direction  you  came  from.  It  will 
make  a  reflection  and  show  you  where  to 
turn  in  to  the  woods. 


IF  YOU  DON'T  mind  a  little  preaching 
in  this  corner,  may  we  suggest  that  you 
slow  down  a  bit  when  you  see  an  animal 
crossing  the  road?  There  are  entirely  too 
many  wildlife  deaths  on  our  highways. 
For  instance:  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Com- 
m-ssion  has  a  record  of  3,280  deer  killed 
by  vehicles  on  Pennsylvania  iiighways 
within  the  first  six  montlis  of  1958.  This  is 
a  much  higher  figure  than  usual  for  that 
half  of  the  year.  During  March,  April, 
iMay,  and  June  the  average  monthly  loss 
of  the  white-tail  deer  through  such  colli- 
sions was  634. 

The  number  of  deer  and  other  animals 
fatally  struck  by  vehicles  on  our  highways 
always  rises  in  the  late  fall  months.  During 
1957  the  number  of  deer  so  destroyed  in 
Pennsylvania  totaled  9,262.  Nationwide  fig- 
ures arc  shocking. 

PAUL  R.  MARTY,  R.D.  2,  A4adison,  Wis., 
lias  a  good  idea  for  deer  hunters,  but  it's 
good  for  fishermen  too.  He  saj  s  that  when 
your  wife's  rubber  gloves  wear  out  and 
she's  ready  to  throw  them  away,  you 
should  look  them  over  and  try  to  salvage 
a  good  one.  Stick  it  in  your  pocket  when 
going  outdoors,  as  one  glove  can  come  in 
handy  when  you  start  to  dress  out  your 
deer.  One  glove  is  all  you  need,  because 
your  knife  hand  doesn't  get  bloody  anyway. 
Also  useful  to  grip  a  slippery  fish  with 
while  you're  dislodging  the  hook  with  your 
other  hand. 

W.  V.  STEPHAN,  Box  210,  Antigo,  Wis., 
advises:  "A  72-inch  rawhide  boot  lace 
makes  a  very  sporty,  and  a  liandy,  hatband. 
AVrapped  around  the  crown  and  tied  with 
a  square  knot,  it  looks  sharp  and  may  serve 
a  multitude  of  purposes  in  an  emergency- 
boot  lace,  six-foot  measure,  drag  line,  lash- 
ings, etc." 

DAVE  CASTEEL,  of  Hopkinton,  Iowa, 
tells  us  that  you  should  carry  a  small  can 
of  baking  soda  in  your  gear  at  all  times 
when  camping.  It  will  completely  douse  a 
small  fire  when  sprinkled  on  the  flame, 
clean  any  burnt  or  scorched  pan,  and  will 
also  remove  game  or  fish  odor  from  your 
hands. 

—  Jack  Denton  Scott 

If  you  have  a  helpful  idea  that  pertains 
to  hunting  or  fishing,  send  it  along.  If  we 
can  use  it,  we'll  reward  you  with  a  hunting 
or  fishing  accessory.  Address:  Outdoor  Editor, 
The  American  Legion  Magazine,  720  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  19,  New  York. 
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DIGEST  OF  EVENTS  WHICH  ARE  OF  PERSONAL  INTEREST  TO  YOU 


MANY  VETS  STILL  SEEM  IGNORANT 
or  PROVISIONS  FOR  PENSIONS: 

Notion  that  there  is  no  pension  for 
aging  WWl  vets  is  utterly  false. . .  .Yet  if 

"Newsletters"  mail-bag  is  any  indication, 
many  WWl  vets  now  entitled  to  a  pension 
don' t  know  i^t  —  and  have  been  confused  by 
debates  about  what  kind  of  pension  should  be 
allowed . 

When  the  Legion's  recent  Chicago  con- 
vention turned  down  any  support  of  a  general 
veterans  pension  based  on  age  alone ^  some 
of  "Newsletters"  readers  wrote  that  they 
felt  deserving  of  a  pension  and  were  amazed 
at  Legion  action. 

In  many  of  these  letters  the  writers 
described  their  need  for  a  pension.... 
According  to  their  descriptions  they  are 
already  eligible  for  exactly  the  kind  of 
pension  the  Legion  supports,  and  which 
already  exists . . . .Sadly,  too  many  of  these 
writers  did  not  sign  their  names  and  there 
was  no  way  "Newsletter"  could  write  them 
the  truth. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  WWl  veterans 
now  get  pensions. . . .Last  week  in  August  VA 
mailed  802,975  monthly  pension  checks. . . . 
Most  (682,137)  of  them  went  to  WWl  veterans, 
because  the  older  the  veteran  the  easier  to 
qualify. 

Since  last  March,  roughly  43,000  more 
had  become  eligible. 

Right  now,  regardless  of  what  war  they 
fought  in,  pensions  exist  for  WWl,  WW2  and 
Korea  vets  based  on  disability,  unemploy- 
ability  and  income. . . .At  Chicago,  the 
Legion  re j ected ,  for  the  10th  year  in  a 
row,  a  proposal  to  base  them  on  age  alone. . . . 
But  it  adopted  support  for  great  liberali- 
zation of  the  present  veterans  pensions. 

Right  now,  when  a  veteran  is  in  his  60' s 
he  needs  only  a  minor  disability  to  qualify 
for  a  pension  if  his  income  is  unavoidably 
meagre. . .  .The  Legion  asked  that  the  dis- 
ability requirement  be  waived  entirely  at 
age  65,  and  that  limited  income  be  the  only 
question  at  that  age ....  It  also  asked  that 
the  present  income  limit  be  raised ,  and 
that  the  amount  of  monthly  pension  payment 
be  increased. 

There  is  no  indication  that  any  aging 


veteran  of  90  days  honorable  war  service  in 
need  of  a  pension  would  be  denied  it  if  the 
Legion's  proposals  are  adopted  by  Congress 
—  regardless  of  what  war  he  served  in. . . . 
The  debate  within  veterans'  circles  deals 
solely  with  whether  or  not  veterans  who  are 
not  in  need  of  a  pension  should  receive  it. 

There  are  honest  arguments  in  favor  of 
their  getting  such  a  pension. . .  .Recognition 
of  their  service  to  their  country  is  an  im- 
portant one.... But  a  substantial  majority 
of  the  Legion's  delegates  at  Chicago  felt 
that  other  considerations  weighed  against 
the  wisdom  of  seeking  pensions  where  no  need 
exists. .. .The  debate  will  continue... 
What's  important  now  is  that  veterans  who 
are  in  need  of  a  pension  and  eligible  for  it 
not  be  kept  in  the  dark  about  their  entitle- 
ment . 

Any  American  Legion  service  officer 
can  give  any  veteran  the  facts  about  exist- 
ing pensions ... .Vets  over  65  with  limited 
income  should  ask  today. . . .Younger  vets 
with  disabilities  that  seriously  impair 
their  earning  power  should  also  get  the 
facts . 

NEW  INSURANCE  PRIVILEGES  FOR 
WW2  AND  KOREA  VETERANS: 

New  laws  passed  during  1958  have  liber- 
alized certain  provisions  of  service  life 
insurance  for  WW2  and  Korea  veterans. 

DISABILITY  INCOME  INSURANCE:  The 
amount  of  disability  income  insurance  which 
a  WW2  vet  can  carry  has  been  upped  from  $5 
per  $1,000  per  month  to  $10  per  $1,000  per 

month  That  means  that  on  a  $10,000  NSLI 

life  insurance  policy,  a  WW2  vet  may  now 
buy,  if  he  wishes,  disability  insurance  that 
will  pay  him  $100  a  month  (instead  of  $50) 
if  he  becomes  totally  disabled. . .  .In  addi- 
tion, some  685,000  Korea  veterans  who  were 
issued  "Special  Term  Insurance"  have  also 
been  granted  the  right  to  buy  this  addi- 
tional disability  insurance. 

Some  5  million  vets  insured  under  NSLI 
can  take  out  the  disability  insurance  for 
a  small  extra  premium  on  a  showing  of  good 
health,  while  85,000  who  already  have  it  can 
double  the  amount  they  carry  on  the  same 
basis . 

PERMANENT  CONVERSION,  KOREA:  Another 
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new  law  lets  Korea  vets  convert  their 
"Special  Term  Insurance"  to  any  of  the  per- 
manent plans  already  available  to  WW2  vets. 
.  .  .They  will  not  get  dividends,  but  their 
premiums  will  be  based  on  a  new,  lower-cost 
table ... .Until  now,  Korea  vets  weren't 
permitted  to  convert  their  term  insurance 
to  any  permanent  life-insurance. 

FAST  AIR  FORCE  FIGHTER  PLANES 
CREATE  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  PROBLEM: 

Air  Force  has  a  tough  public  relations 
problem,  caused  by  complaints  and  lawsuits 
from  all  over  the  country  as  a  result  of 
the  sonic  booms  of  its  new  fast  planes. 

It's  caused  by  the  fact  that  these  are 
the  first  aircraft  which  operate  normally 
above  sound's  speed,  so  there's  a  barrier- 
breaking  boom  with  nearly  every  flight. 

Here  are  facts  of  Air  Force's  tough 
"sonic-boom"  public  relations  problem: 

1.  It  is  beset  with  complaints. 

2.  It  has  no  escape. ...  It  must  operate 
more  and  more  planes  which  make  the  boom 

in  every  flight  they  make. . .  .National  de- 
fense needs  leave  no  out  for  this. 

3.  Its  pilots  are  ordered  not  to  break 
the  sound  barrier  at  elevations  low  enough 
to  cause  any  serious  problems. 

4.  Pilots  violating  instructions,  with 
or  without  reason,  do  inflict  damage 
below.... A  sonic  boom  from  a  plane  diving 
toward  earth  at  a  low  altitude  can  definite- 
ly break  glass  —  crack  plaster. 

5.  The  Air  Force  has  a  policy  of  prompt- 
ly settling  damages  where  scientific  data 
supports  claims  that  an  Air  Force  boom 
injured  property. 

6.  While  the  booms  are  startling,  have 
frightened  people,  a  mass  of  scientific 
data  shows  that  claims  of  damage  to  building 
structures  don't  hold  water.... The  force 
per  square  foot  of  a  sonic  boom  shock  wave 
falls  far  short  of  that  needed  to  injure  a 
building  structure. 

7.  The  public  can  expect  to  hear  more 
and  more  booms  from  elevations  over  30,000 
feet,  where  they  will  do  no  damage  but  may 
sound  like  a  distant  thunderclap. 

8.  The  Air  Force  prays  the  public  will 
accept  the  noise  as  a  by-product  of  a  vital 
national  defense  mission  which  it  can't 
avoid.... The  fast  planes  are  up  there  to 
protect  America's  heartland  from  any  ag- 
gressor. 

RESOLUTION  39  MAY  GET  SOME  RESULTS: 

The  Legion's  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee's drastic  Resolution  39  of  last 
October  (see  lead  story  on  following  pages) 
may  get  some  results. 
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The  plain-language  resolution  assailed 
chronic  underbudgeting  of  the  Veterans  Ad- 
ministration' s  hospital  operation  by  the 
President '  s  Budget  Bureau. ...  It  was  pre- 
sented to  President  Eisenhower  by  National 
Commander  Preston  J.  Moore  immediately 
after  the  NEC  meetings. 

Shortly  thereafter,  unofficial  sources 
indicated  that  the  VA  may  now  be  allowed 
to  operate  its  current  outpatient  program 
on  a  deficiency-spending  basis. 

Out-patient  care  is  one  of  the  important 
VA  medical  operations ....  It  provides  day 
to  day  care  for  non-hospitalized  veterans 
with  war-incurred  disabilities  ....  Because 
of  the  usual  underbudgeting^  it  had  been 
placed  in  extreme  j  eopardy . 

While  the  relief  of  the  outpatient  pro- 
gram was  unofficial  at  presstime,  it  was 
reported  in  Washington  that  the  Budget 
Bureau  would  have  OK'd  an  additional  $1.8 
million  by  the  time  you  read  these  words. 

The  National  Executive  Committee's 
tough  language  was  rightly  reserved  to  em- 
phasize an  important  issue  in  which  the 
Legion's  position  is  eminently  correct. 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  CHANGE  PERMITS 
SOME  VETS  TO  SWITCH  BACK  FROM 
COMPENSATION  TO  PENSION: 

If  you  go  real  slow,  you  may  be  able  to 
follow  this  one.... And  maybe  it  applies  to 
you. 

1.  Some  vets  who  are  entitled  to  com- 
pensation for  service-connected  disability 
also  meet  the  terms  for  a  non-service-con- 
nected pension. 

2.  They  may  choose  either  —  not  both. 

3.  Where  the  compensation  is  minor,  the 
pension  payment  is  better  and  those  who  can 
qualify  for  both  choose  the  pension. 

4.  All  such  vets  are  seriously  dis- 
abled, so  a  great  many  of  them  over  age  50 
also  rate  Social  Security  disability  pay- 
ments. 

5.  During  the  last  year,  pension  pay- 
ments were  deducted  from  Social  Security 
disability  payments,  but  compensation  pay- 
ments were  not . 

6.  Consequently,  some  vets  found  it 
better  to  switch  from  pension  back  to  com- 
pensation. ...  The  Social  Security  deduction 
upset  the  normal  advantage  of  choosing  the 
pension. 

7.  Now  the  deduction  of  pensions  from 
Social  Security  has  been  ended. 

8.  So  those  who  switched  from  pension 
to  compensation  to  get  a  better  break  under 
the  Social  Security  offset ,  should  now  ap- 
ply to  the  VA  to  switch  back  to  pension. 
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Nat'l  Executive  Committee 
Blasts  U.S. 


The  National  Executive  Committee  of 
The  American  Legion  passed  some  torty 
resolutions  as  it  met  in  Indianapolis  for 
its  regular  fall  meeting  October  8-9. 
Most  of  the  resolutions  were  routine 
business  that  either  reaffirmed  or  added 
to  previous  policies,  or  made  necessary 
technical  adjustments  to  existing  pro- 
grams on  the  recommendation  of  the 
expert  standing  commissions. 

However,  in  the  midst  of  a  routine 
meeting  that  was  completed  a  full  day 
early,  the  NEC  let  go  with  Resolution 
39,  which  was  far  from  routine. 

Backed  up  by  nearly  a  decade  of  doc- 
umentation by  the  Legion's  national  Re- 
habilitation and  national  Legislative 
Commissions  and  its  National  Field 
Service,  as  well  as  the  Legion's  veterans 
service  officers  and  hospital  volunteers 
all  o\'er  the  country,  the  NEC  tore  the 
hide  off  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Budget, 
and  personally  petitioned  the  President 
to  institute  reforms  in  the  Budget  Bu- 
reau's total  approach  to  its  control  of 
funds  for  hospialized  veterans. 

Robert  M.  McCurdy,  longtime  chair- 
man of  the  national  Rehabilitation  Com- 
mission and  assistant  city  manager  of 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  luged  the  passage  of 
the  no-holds-barred  resolution,  stating 
that  the  time  was  long  past  for  coming 
to  grips  with  a  situation  that  tlie  resolu- 
tion spelled  out  in  ]ilain  language. 

Herewith  the  full  text  of  Resolution 
39,  tided  "Petition  the  President  to  Halt 
Denial  of  Needed  Funds  for  VA  Opera- 
tions": 

"The  American  Legion  is  tired  of  a 
Budget  Bureau  which: 

"I.  By  refusing  to  approve  the  re- 
quest of  Veterans  Administration  for 
adecjuate  funds  to  operate  its  out-patient 
program  has  thereby  done  great  damage 
to  veterans  seeking  medical  care  and 
treatment  for  disal^lities  that  are  serv- 
ice-connected. 

"2.  Projects  fantastic  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  veterans  benefit  programs  for  a 
period  of  30  years  away  and  at  the  same 
time  is  so  egregiously  faulty  that  it  erred 
to  the  extent  of  $12  billion  in  determin- 
ing the  needs  of  the  nation  for  this  fiscal 
year. 

"3.  Is  so  shortsighted  in  its  manage- 
ment of  VA  properties  that  it  has  per- 


Budget  Bureau 

mitted  serious  deterioration  in  the  physi- 
cal plant  of  the  VA  hospitals  so  that  the 
nation  is  now  faced  with  a  cost  of  at 
least  $600  million  to  restore  these 
buildings. 

"4.  Is  so  unfair  to  the  war  veterans  of 
this  nation  that  it  constantly  refuses  to 
acknowledge  that  veterans  affairs  now, 
as  in  all  the  period  since  1890,  have 
maintained  an  enviable  record  of  con- 
sistency in  costs  rarely  rising  above  one 
and  one-half  percent  of  the  national  in- 
come. 

"5.  Is  so  niggardly  in  permitting  VA 
to  request  funds  that  hospital  construc- 
tion authorized  by  Congress  in  1947  is 
not  yet  on  the  architects  drawing 
boards. 

"6.  Is  so  opposed  to  the  care  and 
treatment  of  war  veterans  in  VA  hos- 
pitals that  it  will  not  permit  VA  to  re- 
quest sufficient  funds  to  operate  the 
hospitals  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 
There  is  always  a  2  to  5  percent  shortage 
of  funds  for  VA  which  creates  a  con- 
stant, wholly  unjustified  state  of  crisis. 


"7.  Is  so  lacking  in  appreciation  of 
the  elements  that  enter  into  a  medical 
care  and  hospitalization  program  that  it 
is  causing  the  deterioration  of  a  medical 
service  rated  second  to  none  only  a  few 
short  years  ago. 

"8.  Is  so  penny-pinching  that  it  re- 
sorts continuously  to  a  program  of  attri- 
tion wearing  away  the  morale  of  doctors, 
nurses,  dentists  and  other  professional 
and  administrative  personnel  whose 
judgment  as  to  medical  techniques,  pro- 
cedures, and  disciplines  is  far  superior 
to  that  of  the  slide  rule  experts  who 
never  had  to  go  to  the  polls  to  face  the 
judgment  of  the  voters. 

"9.  Is  so  lacking  in  judgment  that  it 
puts  costs  for  military  security  on  a  com- 
petitive basis  with  the  costs  of  veterans 
affairs  thereby  refusing  to  recognize  that 
veterans  affairs  result  from,  and  are  a 
part  of,  our  nation's  experience  in  buy- 
ing military  security. 

"NOW  THEREFORE,  the  National 
Executive  Committee  assembled  in  In- 
dianapolis, Indiana,  October  8,  9,  10, 
1958  petitions  the  President  to  use  all 
the  great  powers  of  his  office  to  reverse 
this  wholly  unjustified  and  unfriendly 
attitude  of  the  Budget  Bureau  in  regard 
to  the  Federal  government's  obligation 
to  war  veterans  so  that  the  Congress  and 


IIOLL^  WOOD  CANTEEN  HELPS  LEGION  PROGRAM 


THE  HOLLYWOOD  CANTEEN  gave  the  California  American  Legion  Rehabilitation 
Fund  a  $10. 000  gift  recently.  Ralph  Clare,  of  the  Canteen,  is  shown  passing  check  to  Dep't 
Cmdr  Jolm  J.  Flynn  —  as  Legion  and  Canteen  officials  look  on.  The  Canteen  perpetuated 
funds  left  o\  er  from  its  WW2  ser\  icemen's  entertainment  program  —  uses  it  to  carry  on 
work  for  ser\  icemen  and  aid  \  eterans.  Legion's  use  of  such  funds  for  their  stated  purpose 
without  draining  off  irrelex  ant  "expenses"  makes  it  an  attractive  recipient  of  such  gifts. 
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the  Veterans  Administration  may  jointly 
pursue  a  sensible  course  of  action  in 
handling  veterans  affiairs." 
Other  Business 

Numerous  resolutions  passed  by  the 
NEC  provide  authority  for  the  normal 
business  of  various  divisions  and  com- 
mittees for  the  coming  year. 

These  include  approving  various 
plans  for  the  1959  Nat'l  Convention  in 
Minneapolis-St.  Paul  next  August;  neces- 
sary business  contracts  for  the  operation 
of  the  national  headquarters;  the  annual 
national  budget;  the  naming  of  several 
thousand  Legionnaires  to  various  na- 
tional committees  and  commissions. 

A  black-ink  budget  of  $6,06.5,618  was 
approved,  including  an  application  of 
$17,918  to  deficits  of  prior  years. 

Other  routine  business  included  the 
reaffirmation  of  many  prior  legislative 
mandates  requiring  renewal  to  remain 
in  effect  with  the  election  of  a  new  Con- 
gress. 

New  resolutions  included  some  which: 

(a)  Asked  for  reforms  in  reviews  of 
discharges  and  correction  of  military 
records. 

(b)  Sought  improvement  in  laws 
compensating  survivors  for  service- 
connected  deaths. 

(c)  Commend  the  Elks  for  their  pa- 
triotic programs  and  their  work  with 
hospitalized  veterans. 

(d)  Urged  both  state  and  federal 
action  to  make  substantial  improve- 
ments in  the  U.  S.  Civil  Defense  set-up. 

(e)  Approved  American  Legion  par- 
ticipation in  the  forthcoming  White 
House  Conference  on  Aging. 

(f)  Sought  a  six-year  statutory  time 
limit  on  the  collection  from  former 
servicemen  of  erroneous  payments  made 
to  them  by  the  Armed  Forces. 

(g)  Sought  a  Presidential  commis- 
sion to  look  into  nursing  services  in  the 
nation. 

(h)  Urged  the  first  week  in  May  be 
designated  "Employ  the  Older  Worker 
Week." 

(i)  Approved  appointing  a  Legion 
representative  to  the  advisory  council  of 
tlie  Civil  War  Centennial  Commission. 

(j)  Changed  the  Legion's  national 
"Aeronautics  Committee"  to  the  "Aero- 
nautics and  Space  Committee." 

(k)  Urged  better  dissemination  of 
new  scientific  information  among  the 
agencies  of  the  Defense  Department. 

(1)  Asked  that  a  Presidential  com- 
mission speedily  recommend  a  49-star 
U.  S.  Flag  design. 

(m)  Asked  that  November  11  be 
officially  declared  a  legal  holiday 
throughout  the  country. 

(n)  Urged  local  American  Legion 
units  to  give  appropriate  annual  cita- 
tions to  deserving  local  civic  leaders  for 


outstanding  community  work  in  citizen- 
ship and  Americanism. 

( o )  Asked  for  a  Pledge  of  Allegiance 
commemorative  U.  S.  postage  stamp. 

The  bulk  of  the  major  American  Le- 
gion policies  for  the  year  had  already 
been  established  a  month  earlier  by  the 
National  Convention  in  Chicago. 
National  Commissions 

The  NEC  approved  appointment  of 
over  7,000  Legionnaires  to  national 
American  Legion  committees  and  com- 
missions. 

Below  are  listed  the  chairmen  of  the 
various  national  speciahzed  bodies,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Nat'l  Commander  in 
consultation  with  state  officials,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Nat'l  Executive  Commit- 
tee. Commissions  are  in  CAPITALS, 
subcommittees  in  italics. 

AMERICANISM:  James  F.  Daniel, 
Greenville,  S.  C. 

Accident  Prevention:  Jolin  E.  Coyne, 
Gretna,  La. 

Boys  State:  Charles  Hamilton,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

Counter-subversive  Activities:  Dr.  J. 
E.  Martie,  Reno,  Nev. 

Marksmanship:  Herbert  Burnsed,  Sa- 
vannali,  Ga. 

Religious  EmpJiasis:  Rt.  Rev.  Msgr. 
John  J.  Twiss  (Nat'l  Chaplain),  Lowell, 
Mass. 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion:  Al  W. 
Leonhard,  DeKalb,  111. 

CHILD  WELFARE:  Arthur  Wilkie, 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Area  A:  Gordon  Proal,  Plainville, 
Mass. 

Area  B:  Dr.  A.  H.  Wittmann,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Area  C:  Mrs.  Susie  H.  Spencer,  Pana- 
ma Citv,  Fla. 

Area  D:  Wilkie. 

Area  E:  Arthur  S.  Horsley,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 

Education  and  Scholarships:  Morris 
Nooner,  Jr.,  Phmouth,  111. 

CONVENTION:  Joe  H.  Adams,  Mi- 
ami, Fla. 

Contests  Supervisory:  Louis  R. 
Shealy,  Anniston,  Ala. 

Distinguished  Guests:  A.  L.  Starshak, 
Chicago,  111. 

Transportation:  W.  N.  Pippin,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

ECONOMIC:  Everett  Richaud,  Hou- 
ma.  La. 

Agriculture  and  Conservation:  David 
L.  Bush,  Boise,  Idaho. 

Employment:  J.  Edward  Walter, 
Cambridge,  Md. 

Housing:  Sylvan  King,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Veterans  Preference:  Raymond  R. 
McEvov,  Stoughton,  Mass. 

FINANCE:  Harold  P.  Redden, 
Springfield,  Mass. 


Emblem:  Julius  Levy,  Uniontown,  Pa. 

Investments  Policy:  A.  E.  McCormick, 
Mountain  Lakes,  N.  J. 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust: 
Preston  J.  Moore  (Nat'l  Commander), 
Stillwater,  Okla. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS:  Addison  P. 
Drummond,  Bonifay,  Fla. 

Inter-American:  Warren  H.  Atherton, 
Stockton,  Calif. 

INTERNAL  AFFAIRS:  Herbert  J. 
Jacobi,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Constitution  and  By-laws:  Halsey  W. 
Stickel,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Graves  Registration  and  Memorial: 
Gordon  Ward  Thomas,  Lake  Bluff,  111. 

Membership  and  Post  Activities:  Rob- 
ert E.  Gates,  Columbia  City,  Ind. 

Pilgrimage:  Stewart  W.  Parker,  Hyatts- 
ville,  Md. 

Resolutions  Assigntnent:  Charles  W. 
Griffith,  Manning,  S.  C. 

Trophies,  Awards,  Ceremonials:  Rob- 
ert H.  Lounsberry,  McCallsburg,  Iowa. 

Group  Insurance:  Jerome  F.  Duggan, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

LEGISLATIVE:  Jerome  F.  Duggan, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

PUBLICATIONS:  Donald  R.  Wilson, 
NewYork,  N.  Y.  (W.  Va.) 

Advisory:  Frank  C.  Love,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS:  James  V. 
Demarest,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

REHABILITATION:  Robert  M.  Mc- 
Curdy,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Area  A:  Bernard  L.  Cratty,  Portland, 
Me. 

Area  B:  Thomas  B.  Egan,  Wilming- 
ton, Del. 

Area  C:  T.  Woodley  Carr,  Moorhead, 
Miss. 

Area  D:  WilHam  F.  O'Neill,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Area  E:  Dr.  Jack  C.  Buchholz,  Reno, 
Nev. 

Insurance  Advisory:  Milo  J.  Warner, 
Toledo,  Ohio. 

Medical  Advisory:  Dr.  Winfred  Over- 
holser,  Washington,  D.  C. 

NATIONAL  SECURITY:  Robert  H. 
Bush,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Aeronautics  6-  Space:  Dr.  W.  J.  Dan- 
forth.  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

Civil  Defense:  William  L.  Weiss,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

Merchant  Marine:  Henrv  C.  Parke, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Military  Affairs:  William  C.  Doyle, 
Burlington,  N.  J. 

Naval  Affairs:  Emmett  G.  Lenihan, 
Seattle,  Wash. 

Law  6-  Order:  Elmer  W.  Kuhlmann, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Nat'l  Security  Training:  Granville  S. 
Ridley,  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 

Amateur  Radio  Network:  Collins 
Rowe  Buchner,  Inglewood,  Calif. 
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VA  Costs 

Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Sumner  G.  Whittier  gave  a  major  talk 
to  the  NEC. 

Whittier  spoke  at  length  on  VA  costs. 
The  costs  of  drugs  and  food  for  the  hos- 
pitals is  continually  spiralling  along  with 
the  national  cost-of-living  index,  he  said. 

The  cost  of  drugs,  he  said,  is  con- 
stantly mounting  and  is  one  of  the  items 
that  places  a  strain  on  the  VA  budget. 
Unless  we  can  solve  the  spiralling  costs 
of  medical  care  in  the  United  States, 
said  Whittier,  "we  may  be  headed  for 
socialized  medicine." 

Looking  to  the  future  of  the  VA 
budget,  he  foresaw  that  the  costs  for 
the  housing,  educational  and  compen- 
sation programs  will  diminish  in  the  fu- 
ture, while  the  pension  and  medical  costs 
will  rise. 

Thomas  Miller  (Nevada  NECman) 
commented  to  the  NEC  on  Whittier's 
talk.  In  VA  hospitals  in  Nevada  and 
elsewhere,  he  said,  these  rising  costs  ap- 
pear to  be  met  by  cutting  back  services 
to  hospitalized  veterans  rather  than 
budgeting  the  funds  to  meet  them. 

Robert  M.  McCurdy,  in  giving  the 
Rehabilitation  Commission  report  that 
led  up  to  the  passage  of  Resolution  39, 
added  that  when  gov't  employees  were 
given  a  much  needed  payraise,  the  VA 
was  not  budgeted  the  funds  to  meet  it, 
but  was  required  to  take  this  additional 
cost,  too,  out  of  its  regular  appropria- 
tion for  services. 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION: 

..,10.000  Lakes 

Legionnaires  from  Minnesota's  Twin 
Cities  were  on  hand  at  the  National  E.x- 
ecuti\'e  Committee  meetings  to  report 
that  planning  for  1959's  American  Le- 
gion National  Convention  next  August 
24-27  was  already  far  advanced. 

"Here's  a  national  convention  in  the 
northern  lake  country  held  during  the 
summer  vacation  season  before  school 
reopens,"  said  Philip  Sieff.  "We  just  had 
to  get  it  planned  way  in  advance  so 
Legionnaires  could  definitely  tie  the  con- 
vention in  with  a  familv  vacation  in  the 
'land  of  10,000  lakes.'  "' 

Sieff,  president  of  a  large  wholesale 
distributing  firm  in  Minneapolis,  is  gen- 
eral chairman  and  executive  vice  presi- 
dent of  Minnesota's  1959  American  Le- 
gion Convention  Corporation. 

"We  already  have  most  of  our  com- 
mittees at  work  on  convention  details," 
he  said.  "They  are  headed  up  by  promi- 
nent Legionnaires  in  Minneapolis  and 
St.  Paul."  President  of  the  Convention 
Corporation,  he  reported,  is  Hennepin 
County  District  Court  Judge  Levi  Hall. 

The  national  convention  in  1959  re- 
turns to  Minneapolis-St.  Paul  forty  years 
after  the  Twin  Cities  were  the  site  of  the 
Legion's   original   nat'l   convention  in 


1919.  The  first  national  convention  to 
be  concluded  in  August  in  7  years,  it 
gives  any  Legionnaire  a  chance  to  com- 
bine the  convention  with  a  vacation  in 
the  Minnesota's  fabulous  North  Woods, 
with  their  cool  pine  forests,  plentiful 
tourist  accommodations,  and  innumer- 
able lakes  that  afford  pleasant  boating 
and  a  crack  at  huge  walleyes  and  north- 
ern pike. 

The  bulk  of  this  nationally  famous 
vacationland  lies  within  the  190  mile 
stretch  from  the  Twin  Cities  north  to 
Bemidji  in  the  heart  of  the  Paul  Bunyan 
country. 

Plans  for  other  national  conventions 
were  also  reported  to  the  National  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  by  Maynard  K.  Hill- 
strom  (111.)  for  the  National  Convention 
Commission. 

Among  cities  in  the  running  for  future 
conventions,  he  said,  are.  Miami  Beach; 
Cleveland;  Washington,  D.  C;  Las  Ve- 
gas, Nev.;  Denver;  Detroit  and  Dallas. 

Grider  Retires 

The  retirement  of  Neal  Grider,  of 
Indianapolis,  longtime  National  Treas- 
urer of  The  American  Legion  was  ac- 
cepted with  regret  by  the  Nat'l  Execu- 


Grider  Polen 


tive  Committee.  It  approved  the  ap- 
pointment of  Francis  Polen,  also  of  In- 
dianapolis, to  succeed  Grider  as  Na- 
tional Treasurer. 

Guests 

Among  those  who  appeared  before 
the  NEC  were: 

Mrs.  Charles  W.  Gunn  (Oreg.),  Na- 
tional President,  American  Legion  Aux- 
iliary, and  Ray  D.  Marshall  (Pa.),  Chef 
de  Chemin  de  Fer,  40&8.  Both  pledged 
their  full  support  to  National  Command- 
er Preston  J.  Moore  in  helping  carry  out 
the  programs  of  The  American  Legion 
this  year. 

Marshall  reported  that  units  of  the 
40&8  had  provided  $137,000  in  nursing 
scholarships  during  the  current  year, 
which  was  assisting  1,471  young  women 
study  to  be  nurses. 

Mrs.  Gunn  wagered  Nat'l  Commander 
Preston  J.  Moore  that  the  Auxiliary 
would  do  a  better  job  on  membership, 
precentagewise,  in  1959  than  the  Le- 
gion. It'll  cost  Commander  Moore  a 
mink  stole  if  he  loses,  but  if  he  wins, 
Mrs.  Gunn  must  buy  him  some  fancy 
fishing  gear  and  a  trip  from  Oklahoma 


to  Oregon  to  use  it  in  Oregon  streams 
and  lakes. 

Other  Reports 

Other  reports  were  given  to  the  NEC 
by: 

William  Burke  (Calif.),  Public  Rela- 
tions Commission;  Ray  McEvoy  (Mass.), 
Economic  Commission;  Jerome  Duggan 
(Mo.),  Legislative  Commission  and 
American  Legion  Insurance  Committee; 
Addison  Drummond  (Fla.),  Foreign 
Relations  Commission;  Harold  P.  Red- 
den (Mass.),  Finance  Commission; 
James  F.  O'Neil  (N.H.),  Publications 
Commission;  Herbert  Jacobi  (D.C.),  In- 
ternal Affairs  Commission;  Robert  Bush 
(Iowa),  National  Securitv  Commission; 
Maurice  T.  Webb  (Ga.),  Child  Welfare 
Commission;  James  Daniel,  Jr.  (S.C.), 
Americanism  Commission;  Ralph  Gregg 
(Ind.),  National  Judge  Advocate;  Mrs. 
Charles  Herbert  (N.J.),  National  His- 
torian. 

National  Commander  Preston  J. 
Moore  (Okla.),  NEC  chairman,  pre- 
sented an  American  Legion  award  to 
the  Scripps-Howard  Newspaper  Alli- 
ance. Frank  R.  Ford  accepted  the  award 
for  the  newspaper  chain. 

Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  John  J.  Twiss  (Mass.), 
Nat'l  Chaplain,  conducted  the  opening 
and  closing  religious  observances  of  the 
NEC  meetings. 

The  five  National  Vice-Commanders 
each  addressed  the  NEC.  They  are: 
James  C.  Bangs  (Idaho);  John  W.  Col- 
lins (Pa.);  C.  D.  DeLoach  (D.C.); 
James  B.  Kerrigan  (Mo.);  and  Robert 
Charles  Smith  (La.). 

POST  PROMOTION: 

Shrinking  Violets 

Legionnaires  are  supposed  to  be  able 
to  make  plenty  of  noise,  but  Vernon 
Wellman,  Cmdr  of  Post  398,  Drexel, 
N.  C,  decided  that  there  are  really  too 
many  shrinking  violets  in  the  ranks. 

Post  398  has  40  active  committees, 
each  doing  important  jobs.  But  Well- 
man  suspected  that  they  did  their  work 
so  quietly  that  the  average  post  member 
had  no  idea  of  the  post's  total  ac- 
complishments. 

With  the  1959  membership  drive  im- 
pending, he  trembled  as  he  visualized 
some  of  his  prize  comrades  not  being 
able  to  tell  a  likely  membership  prospect 
just  what  the  heck  the  post  did. 

At  a  post  fish  fry,  Wellman  armed 
each  member  with  a  mimeographed 
"Report  to  the  Membership."  It  was  a 
digest,  in  one  or  two  sentences  each,  of 
the  chief  accomplishments  of  the  40 
committees  during  the  past  year. 

The  grand  total  of  post  achievements 
for  a  year  was  so  impressive  when  boiled 
into  one  condensed  report  that  it  even 
surprised  those  who'd  done  most  of  it. 

Wellman  suspects  that  members  of 
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many  posts  may  never  know  what  an 
impressive  story  they  have  to  tell  unless 
pains  are  taken  by  the  leadership  to 
give  them  a  rapid-fire  rundown  in  writ- 
ing at  least  once  a  year. 

His  thinking  may  be  correct.  The 
Drexel  post  was  up  100  members  in 

1958  over  1957. 

BRIEFLY  NOTED: 

•  The  Post  Mortem  Club  of  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  has  given  $100  to  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Endowment  Fvmd  in  mem- 
ory of  Past  Nat'l  Cmdr.  James  A.  Drain. 

•  American   Legion   membership  for 

1959  reported  at  National  Hq  was 
135,356  ahead  of  the  same  date  last 
year  on  Nov.  5. 

•  The  Eight  &  Forty  is  again  awarding 
$1,000  grants  to  nurses  doing  graduate 
work  in  the  field  of  tuberculosis.  For 
more  info  write:  Child  Welfare  Division, 
American  Legion  Nat'l  Hq.  P.O.  Box 
10.55,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

•  Legion's  Middle  Atlantic  Area  Child 
Welfare  Conference  was  held  at  Wil- 
liamsburg, Va.,  Nov.  6-9.  New  England 
Area  Conference  was  at  Montpelier,  \'t., 
Oct.  31-Nov.  1. 

•  American  Legion  Legislative  Bulle- 
tin costs  $3.00  a  year,  comes  out  twice 
a  montli  during  the  legislative  year. 
Every  post  should  subscribe,  as  this  is 


the  most  complete  running  account  of 
doings  on  Capitol  Hill  regarding  legis- 
lation of  interest  to  Legionnaires.  Send 
your  post's  check  for  $3.00  to  Legisla- 
tive Bulletin,  American  Legion,  1608  K 
St.,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  New  Con- 
gress will  go  into  action  in  January. 

•  First  prize  in  the  1958  national  post 
history  contest  went  to  the  history  of 
Jane  A.  Delano  Post  344,  N.Y.C.,  pre- 
pared by  Miss  Lily  H.  Sti-ange.  Second 
and  third  places  went  to  J.  C.  Ham- 
bright  and  Miss  Dorothy  Lohner,  his- 
torians of  Post  50,  College  Park,  Ga.; 
and  Santiam  Post  51,  Lebanon,  Oreg. 

•  Dates  for  spring  meeting  of  Legion's 
Nat'l  Executive  Committee  have  been 
set  for  April  29-May  1,  1959,  at  Indian- 
apolis. 

•  Post  1291,  in  New  York  City's  China- 
town, recently  gave  a  check  to  CARE 
for  $10,356  to  provide  100  tons  of  food 
for  Chinese  refugees  in  Hong  Kong.  The 
post  put  up  the  first  $2,000,  collected 
the  rest  from  Chinatown  firms  and  indi- 
\iduals. 

•  Many  posts  that  use  the  Card-Key 
system,  by  which  a  member  unlocks  the 
clubhouse  door  with  his  current  mem- 
bership card,  haven't  been  ordering  new 
combinations  each  year,  reports  Nat'l 
Emblem  Sales  Division.  That  defeats 
the  whole  thing,  says  Gen.  Manager 


James  Whitfield,  as  it  permits  ancient 
membership  cards  to  give  admission  to 
the  post  home. 

•  The  American  Legion  in  every  state 
is  authorized  to  make  one  national 
award  a  year  to  a  firm  with  an  outstand- 
ing record  in  hiring  veterans,  particu- 
larly disabled  veterans.  Among  1958 
awards  were  those  to  the  Monroe  Cal- 
culating Machine  Co.  of  Bristol,  Va.,  and 
the  Cascade  Rubber  Co.  of  Cuyahoga 
Falls,  Ohio.  State  organizations  may  also 
make  additional  awards  on  their  own, 
as  the  Ohio  Legion  did  to  the  Lancaster 
Glass  Corp.  and  the  Rockwell  Spring 
and  Axle  Co.,  of  Newark,  Ohio. 

•  Raymond  A.  Gray,  of  Greenville, 
Tex.,  is  the  new  president  of  the  Nat'l 
Ass'n  of  American  Legion  Department 
Historians. 

•  Post  41,  Lockhart,  Tex.,  taught 
swimming  to  about  1,000  people  in 
1958. 

•  Post  1093,  New  York,  N.Y.,  has  given 
a  full  tuition  scholarship  at  Fordham 
University  Law  School  to  WW2  Con- 
gressional Medal  of  Honor  winner 
Thomas  J.  Kelly. 

•  John  C.  Garand,  inventor  of  the 
Garand  M-1  rifle,  was  present  Oct.  19 
as  Post  15,  Jewett  City,  Conn.,  dedi- 
cated a  bridge  in  his  name.  Bridge  is 
part  of  the  new  Connecticut  Turnpike. 


AMONG  THE  NEW  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS  FOR  1958-1959 


DELAWARE 


DIST.  COLL I.MBIA 


GEORGIA 


10V\  A 


KANSAS 


MARYLAND 


CHARLES  JACKSON 
Post  6 
Seaford 


GEORGK  LAWRKY 
Post  17 
Washinstoii 


HENRY  F.  HARRISON 
Post  74 
IMacon 


DALE  BAIRD 

Post  46 
Marshalllown 


WHJ.IAM  HANEY 
Post  I 
Topcka 


JOHN  CHILCOTE 
Post  180 
Rosedale 
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PENNSYLVANIA  PUERTO  RICO 


S.  CAROLINA 


TENNESSEE 


UTAH 


PAUL  E.  WALTERS 
Post  374 
Pine  Grove 


OSCAR  ROMERO 
Post  41 
Santiirce 


A.  LAYMAN  HARDMAN 
Post  7 
Le\in!i:ton 


JARED  MADDUX 
Post  45 
Cookcville 


J.  WALTER  JANKO 
Post  455 
Sonierville 


LARS  A.  WARD 
Post  133 
Salt  Lake  City 


VIRGINIA 


WEST  VIRGINIA 


WISCONSIN 


WYOMING 


G.  E.  HELLER 
Post  54 
Bedford 


LINCOLN  COX 
Post  134 
Kirbj 


DOUGLAS  B.  DAVENPORT  IRVING  B.  SELMER 
Post  110  Post  6 

New  Lisbon  Cheyenne 


It  spans  the  Quinnebaug  Ri\  ei  between 
Lisbon  and  Giiswold,  where  Garand 
formerly  hved. 

•  Among  the  few  people  who  were 
born  in  1858  who  ever  flew  across  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  is  lOO-year-old  Mrs. 
Marie  Renier.  The  South  Bend,  Ind., 
American  Legion  sent  her  to  the  Brus- 
sels World  Fair  on  a  Sabena  airliner  to 
be  "The  Grand  Old  Lady  of  the  Fair," 
and  to  officially  close  the  big  exhibition 
on  Oct.  19.  Her  two  little  girls  —  Mrs. 
Alice  Jeffrey,  77,  and  Mrs.  May  Davis, 
64,  went  along.  Advertising  Men's  Post 
Legionnaires  of  New  York  City  had 
been  on  hand  to  open  the  big  Fair  in 
Brussels  in  April. 

•  Lowe-McFarlane  Post  14,  Shreve- 
port,  La.,  has  challenged  all  comers  to 
a  race  to  be  the  biggest  post  in  The 
American  Legion  in  1959.  A  proclama- 
tion by  Shre\  eport's  Mayor  John  Gard- 
ner pledges  the  full  backing  of  the  city. 

Denver  Post  1  was  the  biggest  post 
in  1957  and  1958,  while  Shreveport  was 
5th. 

In  the  early  1959  standings,  Shreve- 
port ran  ahead  of  all  rivals  l^ut  Denver. 
Based  on  membership  at  Nat'l  Hq  on 
Oct.  30,  the  top  posts  for  1959  were 
then:  Denver  Post  1  —  2,800  members; 
Shreveport  Post  14  —  1,997  members; 
Memphis  Post  1  —  1,400  members;  Lin- 
coln ( Nebr. )  Post  3  —  960  members; 
Omaha  Post  1  —  649  members.  Milwau- 
kee's Cudworth  Post  also  claimed  to  be 
in  the  race,  but  its  big  early  total  wasn't 
at  Nat'l  Hq  by  that  date. 

•  The    Oklahoma    state  employment 


commission  has  circularized  all  Ameri- 
can Legion  posts  and  American  Legion 
employment  chairmen  in  the  state  with 
a  condensed,  10-page  listing  of  state  and 
federal  civil  service  jobs  now  open  in 
Oklahoma. 

•  State  Commanders  in  both  North 
Carolina  and  Oklahoma  are  clergymen 
this  year.  They've  challenged  each  other 
to  a  membership  duel,  and  the  loser  has 
to  come  and  preach  in  the  winner's 
church. 

Both  Dr.  Tom  Clark  (Oklahoma)  and 
Rev.  Shelton  Hutchinson  (North  Caro- 
lina) ha\  e  figured  how  many  members 
it  will  take  before  Dec.  31  to  move  the 
other  each  mile  of  the  way.  Right  now 
each  one  figures  he  has  the  other  over 
the  Tennessee  border  and  periodic  maps 
go  out  to  the  posts  charting  the  unwil- 
ling progress  of  the  assumed  loser. 

•  Indianapolis  served  as  host  for  the 
national  American  Legion's  Veterans 
Day  observance,  Nov.  11.  Chamber  of 
Commerce  scheduled  a  luncheon  at 
which  Nat'l  Commander  Preston  J. 
Moore  gave  the  principle  address. 

The  beautiful  Indiana  War  Memorial, 
of  which  Legion  Nat'l  Hq  is  a  part,  was 
tlie  scene  of  outdoor  observances  as  Nat'l 
Chaplain  Msgr.  John  J.  Twiss  presided 
at  memorial  services  at  the  Cenotaph. 
Big  Veterans  Day  parade  was  held. 

•  Besides  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee meetings,  other  recent  meetings 
of  Legionnaires  from  all  over  the  coun- 
try at  National  Hq  in  Indianapolis  in- 
cluded : 

The  Conference  of  Department  Com- 


manders and  Adjutants;  Department 
Chaplains  Conference;  meeting  of  Re- 
ligious Emphasis  Committee;  Confer- 
ence of  Uniformed  Groups;  and  nat'l 
Boys  State  Conference. 

•  The  U.  S.  Census  Bureau  will  count 
the  number  of  living  war  veterans  ot  all 
wars  in  its  1960  census.  American  Le- 
gion had  requested  the  count. 

•  The  16  players  of  the  nat'l  champion- 
ship Legion  Junior  Basei)all  team  of  Cin- 
cinnati's Bentley  Post  50  were  The 
American  Legion's  guests  for  the  first 
two  games  of  the  World  Series. 

•  Post  113,  Harmony,  N.C.  rai.sed 
$4,800  in  one  day  to  build  a  community 
health  center.  And  Post  77,  Hendersoii- 
ville.  N.C,  is  placing  first  aid  kits  in  the 
14  schools  of  its  county,  in  response  to 
a  recommendation  of  the  Health  Dep  t. 

LEGION  INSURANCE: 

Dec.  ol  Piemiiiiii  Dale 

All  Legionnaires  carrying  The  Amer- 
ican Legion's  new,  low-cost  life  in- 
surance, for  members  only,  have  Dec. 
31  for  their  renewal  payment  deadline. 
Rate  is  $12  a  year  in  all  Departments, 
now  including  New  York  and  Puerto 
Rico,  where  it  was  $16,  due  to  local 
law.  Experience  allowed  reducing  the 
rate  there. 

All  members  have  same  payment  due 
date,  regardless  of  when  they  became 
insured,  making  it  possible  for  this  ma- 
gazine unofficially  to  remind  them  all 
of  the  Dec.  31  deadline  with  this  notice. 

National  Hq  began  sending  billings  in 
mid-October,  for  the  official  notification. 
As  the  low-rate  insurance  is  a  privilege 
only  of  current  members,  the  billing  re- 
quires that  insm  ed  members'  1959  mem- 
bership card  number  be  stated.  Post  ad- 
jutants are  urged  to  provide  new  cards 
promptly  upon  payment  of  1959  dues  so 
that  insured  members  will  quickly  have 
info  needed  to  maintain  their  insurance. 

American  Legion  life  insurance,  issued 
by  two  large  life  insurance  companies, 
has  already  been  taken  out  by  about  40,- 
000  Legionnaires  since  its  inception  last 
April. 

The  annual  payment  lemains  at  a 
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fixed  rate  —  $12  a  year  up  to  age  70. 

Instead  of  increasing  the  payment 
with  age  —  as  is  done  with  some  term  in- 
smance  —  the  amount  of  insurance  less- 
ens at  successive  age  intervals,  as  the 
normal  need  for  family  protection  less- 
ens. 

The  amount  of  insurance  for  the  small, 
fixed  premium  differs  slightly  in  different 
states,  the  general  range  being  in  the 
order  of  $4,000  in  the  early  thirties  to 
$200  in  the  late  sixties,  with  insurance 
ending  at  age  70.  These  amounts  pro- 
vide an  excellent  supplement  to  an  in- 
dividual's regular  program  of  insurance, 
and  at  a  low  cost  help  compensate  for 
the  effect  of  inflation  on  older  policies. 

Members  wishing  complete  details  of 
American  Legion  life  insurance  as  it  ap- 
plies in  their  state  write:  Insurance  Plan, 
American  Legion  National  Headquar- 
ters, P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

U.S.S.  ARIZONA: 

Tomb  of  1,102 

The  U.S.S.  Arizona  is  the  tomb  of 
1,102  men  who  were  on  board  when 
the  sneak  Japanese  attack  sent  her  to  the 
bottom  of  Pearl  Harbor  on  December  7, 
1941. 

By  act  of  Congress,  the  old  ship  is  a 
shrine  —  but  she's  rusting  away.  A  U.S.S. 
Arizona  Memorial  Committee  of  the 
State  of  Arizona  now  seeks  to  raise 
$500,000  by  public  subscription  to  en- 
case the  old  hull  permanently  in  steel 
and  concrete  and  erect  a  suitable  shrine 
on  the  superstructine  as  part  of  the  big 
Pacific  War  Memorial  project  at  Pearl 
Harbor. 

The  American  Legion  approves  this 
fund-raising  project,  and  National  Com- 
mander Preston  J.  Moore  planned  a  pub- 
lic statement  to  that  effect  at  presstime 
for  these  pages.  Legionnaires  who  wish 
to  contribute  to  permanently  preserving 
the  old  ship  and  decently  enshrining  its 
tragic  contents  may  contact  the  U.S.S. 


Arizona  Memorial  Committee,  P.  O.  Box 
147,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

THE  LEGION'S  WORKINGS: 

Course  for  Leaders 

Want  to  qualify  for  a  position  of  lead- 
ership in  The  American  Legion?  For  the 
13th  time,  the  National  Hq  is  sponsoring 
a  correspondence  course  in  the  workings 
of  The  American  Legion.  New  course 
starts  January  1,  and  enrollments  are 
now  being  received. 

More  than  45,000  Legionnaires  en- 
rolled in  the  course  in  previous  years. 

They  ended  up  with  the  kind  of  ac- 
curate, broad  knowledge  of  the  world's 
biggest  veterans  organization  that  quali- 
fied thousands  to  do  a  fine  job  as  Post 
and  District  officers,  committee  mem- 
bers and  committee  chairmen. 

Enrollees  also  ended  up  in  permanent 
possession  of  their  instruction  materials, 
which  remained  a  valuable  6-volume 
reference  library  of  paper  pamphlets  on 
the  whole  sweep  of  American  Legion 
programs  and  operations. 

Course,  given  by  The  American  Le- 
gion Extension  Institute,  covers  six 
months  of  home  study;  provides  vol- 
umes as  follows: 

Volumes  1  and  2  cover  the  internal 
organization  of  The  American  Legion 
including:  Origin  and  birth;  Legion  law; 
Legion  finance;  Membership  and  post 
activities;  National  field  service;  Public 
relations;  Subsidiary  groups;  Emblems 
and  Publications. 

Volume  3  covers  Americanism  and 
Foreign  Relations  including:  Youth  ac- 
tivities; Educational  activities;  Com- 
munity service;  Subversive  activities. 

Volume  4  covers  Rehabilitation,  in- 
cluding: Veterans'  claims;  the  GI  Bill; 
Veterans'  insurance. 

Volume  5  covers  the  federal  and  state 
Legislative  programs  as  well  as  the 
Economic  Commission  program,  with  its 
emphasis  on  veterans'  employment. 


Volume  6  covers  the  National  Security 
program,  relating  to  the  U.  S.  Armed 
Forces;  and  the  Child  Welfare  program. 

Cost:  From  one  to  four  enrollments  in 
one  order  —  $6  each. 

Five  to  nine  enrollments  in  one  order 

-  $3  each. 

Ten  or  more  enrollments  in  one  order 

-  $2  each. 

Posts  have  been  supplied  with  enroll- 
ment blanks  for  multiple  orders.  For 
readers'  convenience,  coupon  for  single 
order  appears  on  this  page,  and  may  be 
used  for  multiple  order  by  attaching  list 
of  extra  names,  with  indicated  informa- 
tion for  each,  and  enclosing  correct 
amount. 

VERMONT: 

Big.  Big  Two  Bits 

Inflation  may  be  here,  but  254  still 
buys  a  lot  in  The  American  Legion. 

Now  enrolled  in  college  is  the  first 
crop  of  Vermont  high  school  graduates 
to  whom  Vermont  Legionnaires  recently 
voted  to  give  annual  scholarships. 

A  year  ago,  at  their  American  Legion 
state  convention,  the  Vermont  Legion- 
naires voted  to  tax  themselves  an  addi- 
tional 254  a  year  to  award  five  scholar- 
ships every  year  to  deserving  high  school 
graduates  in  their  state. 

Based  on  their  membership  (more 
than  M  of  all  veterans  in  Vermont  are 
members  of  the  Legion)  the  voluntary 
tax  was  expected  to  produce  a  minimum 
of  $3,000  a  year.  It  did,  and  so  this  fall 
every  Legionnaire  in  Vermont  takes 
pride  in  having  a  hand  in  sending  five 
carefully  selected  young  Vermonters  to 
college. 

Top  scholarship  is  $1,000,  at  $250  a 
year  for  four  years.  The  other  four  are 
for  $500,  at  $250  a  year  for  two  years. 
When  the  program  is  in  full  operation, 
after  four  years,  twelve  Vermont  young- 
sters will  be  in  college  with  Vermont 
American  Legion  help  at  any  one  time. 

The  same  convention  suspected  that 
this  program  would  bring  to  the  atten- 
tion of  many  posts  more  deserving 
youngsters  that  they'd  want  to  help  than 
the  state  scholarship  program  could  ac- 
commodate. So  it  recommended  that 
each  post  raise— by  any  means  it  chooses 
—an  additional  $1  per  member,  the  post 
to  keep  75^  for  further  scholarship  work 
of  its  own,  and  25%  to  go  to  the  state 
fund  to  build  up  a  reserve.  Option  to 
adopt  this  additional  program  was  left 
to  each  post's  discretion,  however. 

The  Vermont  scholarship  program  fits 
in  with  National  Commander  Moore's 
urging  that  local  units  of  The  American 
Legion  increase  their  civic  activities. 

It  carries  out  a  basic  Legion  100% 
Americanism  concept  to  assist  U.  S. 
(Continued  on  page  34) 


USE  THIS  COUPON  FOR  LEGION  CORRESPONDENCE  COURSE 

American  Legion  Extension  Institute 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Enclosed  is  draft  for  $6,  payable  to  The  American 
Legion.  Enroll  me  in  the  I3th  term  of  The  American 
Legion  Extension  Institute  at  the  address  below. 

Name  

Street  address  ^  

City  &  Zone  

Legion  Post  


State 


(If  enrolling  more  than  one  person,  use  special  rates 
cited  in  story  on  this  page  and  write  out  order,  listing 
above  info  for  each  enrollee.) 
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Here^s  an  ideal 


for  your  friends . . . 


Your  thoughtful  gift  will  be 
appreciated  for  a  full  year 
by  your  friends,  neighbors 
or  relatives  .  .  .  Your  local 
school,  hospital  or  library. 


Just  fill  out  and  mail  this 
convenient  order  coupon  today,. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 
P.O.  BOX  1055  INDIANAPOLIS  6,  INDIANA 


NAME  

STREET  ADDRESS- 
CITY  


-ZONE  STATE. 


I  enclose  $_ 
MY  NAME— 


.in  check  or  money  order  at  $1.50  per  subscription. 


STREET  ADDRESS  

CITY  ZONE. 


.STATE- 


J»OST_ 


Dept.. 


Use  separate  sheet  to  list  additional  names.  Offer  good  for  subscrip- 
^   tions  in  continental  United  States  only.  ^ 


(Continued  from  page  32) 
youth  develop  their  best  potentialities  as 
future  adult  citizens. 

It  illustrates  neatly  how  a  big  mem- 
bership in  The  American  Legion  (even 
in  a  small  state)  can  do  much  by  each 
carrying  a  small  load. 

It  ties  in  currently  with  the  national 
need  for  more  and  more  highly  trained 
people  in  the  free  world's  economic  and 
scientific  rivalry  with  the  slave  empire 
of  communism. 

Also,  it  makes  every  Vermont  Legion- 
naire feel  good.  Two  bits  never  bought 
more. 

The  Vermont  scholarship  plan  was 
conceived  by  the  late  Past  Dep't  Cmdr 
Charles  N.  Barber.  As  with  most  Legion 
projects,  all  the  money  goes  for  the 
scholarships,  while  its  administration 
and  the  screening  of  applicants  is  han- 
dled by  an  unpaid  board  of  responsible 
Vermont  Legionnaires. 

Legionnaires  in  other  states  who  may 
wish  details  of  the  Vermont  program 
should  write  state  Adjutant  Ray  Green- 
wood, Box  396,  Montpelier,  Vt. 

BOYS  CLUBS: 

Kiwailis  Ahead 

The  American  Legion  came  in  fifth, 
while  the  Kiwanis  and  Rotary  were 
ahead  in  1958  in  the  race  nobody  can 
lose  —  to  assist  the  most  Boys  Clubs. 

Boys  Clubs  of  America  are  thoughtful 
enough  to  publish  yearly  a  list  of  those 
organizations  that  assist  their  500-pIus 
local  Boys  Clubs  —  stating  who  did  what 
where. 

Nineteen  organizations  aided  Boys 
Clubs  in  enough  towns  to  merit  national 
listing  in  1958;  and  eight  of  them  as- 
sisted more  than  50  Boys  Clubs  each. 

Kiwanis  aided  Boys  Clubs  in  147 
communities.  Rotary  was  second,  help- 
ing 124  clubs.  The  Lions,  in  hot  pursuit, 
helped  121. 

Filling  out  the  top  eight  were: 

Optimists— 91;  American  Legion~Sl; 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce— 79;  Elks 
-72;  AFL-CIO-55. 

Eleven  other  nationwide  Boys  Clubs 
boosters  on  a  lesser  scale  included 
American  Business  Club,  Amvets,  Junior 
Leagues,  Civitan,  Eagles,  Moose,  Ex- 
change Clubs,  Sertoma,  Unico,  Variety 
and  VFW. 

Is  there  a  Boys  Club  in  your  town 
that  no  Legion  post  is  helping?  A  visit 
to  the  Boys  Club  director  by  the  post 
Americanism  chairman  might  reveal 
some  good  work  the  post  could  do  in 
line  with  positive  Americanism. 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS: 

The  citation  of  an  individual  Legion- 
naire to  life  membership  in  his  Post  is  a 


testimonial  by  those  who  know  him  best 
that  he  has  served  The  American  Legion 
well. 

Below  are  listed  some  of  tlie  pre- 
viously unpublished  life  memberships 
that  have  been  reported  to  the  editors. 
They  are  arranged  by  States. 

Harry  E.  Dunham  (1956)  and  Cecil  R.  Aushey 
and  John  T.  Connelly  and  Edwin  C.  Mohr  (all 
195H),  Post  46,  Culver  Cily,  Calif. 

Walbnrgha  S.  Kerr  and  Susan  Patrick  Davis 
(both  1958),  Post  498,  Monrovia,  Calil. 

.\lbert  Garcia  and  Ralph  Grajeda  and  Dan 
Jacomini  and  Frank  W.  Ramirez  (all  1957),  Post 
748.  San  Gabriel.  Calif. 

Samuel  i.  Gorman  (1958),  Post  l.'tl,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

George  W.  McGowan  (1957),  Post  10,  Kissim- 
mee,  Fla. 

Ernest  L.  Sullivan  (1956),  Post  89.  Metamora,  111. 

Alfred  D.  Home  (1957),  Post  769,  Chicago,  III. 

Louis  H.  Stolte  and  Paul  Wenndt  (both  1958), 
Post  366,  Lowden,  Iowa. 

Claude  T.  Elkin  and  Ewell  Stinson  (both  1958), 
Post   19,  Winchester,  Kv. 

Alfred  E.  Lyons  (1954),  Post  47,  Holliston.  Mass, 

Alberic  Sorel  and  William  Spencer  and  George 
T.  Storrs  and  John  T.  Storrs  (all  1957),  Post  12.3, 
Ware,  Mass. 

Charles  Bittinger  and  Eben  N.  Briggs  and 
George  J.  Newitt  (all  1954)  and  John  F.  Morton 
(1958).  Post  223,  So.  Duxbury,  Mass. 

John  M.  Irish  and  Harvey  R.  \1artin  and  Holger 
Nielsen  and  H.  Julius  Nielsen  (all  1958).  Post  101, 
Greenville,  Mich. 

Emil  R.  Grainge  and  William  F.  Pruitt  (both 
1958).  Post  4.34,  Nixa,  Mo. 

William  John  Foley  (1957),  Post  71,  Brewster, 
N.  Y. 

Henry  C.  Brengel  and  Forrest  H.  Mason  (both 
1953),  Post  421,  Hicksville,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  Walton  (1958).  Post  1169,  New  York, 
N.  \. 

John  VVIadvka  (1958).  Post  1487.  Uniondale, 
N.  Y. 

Albert  F.  Martens  (1957),  Post  1648,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Frank  A.  Galloway  (1958),  Post  86,  Susque- 
hanna, Pa. 

Harold  J.  Patton  (1958),  Post  186,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Philip  Maurer  and  Michael  Petrillo  (both  1957) 
and  William  LaFollette  and  Norman  Papernick 

(both  1958),  Post  443,  Glassport,  Pa. 

Norman  Streicher  (1946)  and  Ralph  Baylor  and 
Earl  Longnecker  (both  1951)  and  Paul  Baylor 
(1953),  Post  559,  Annville,  Pa. 

James  R.  Clark  (1948),  Post  562,  Philadelphia. 
Pa. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

SEPTEMBER  30,  1958 

ASSETS 

Cash  on  hand  and  on  deposit.  .  .  .S 

239 

206,04 

402 

377.72 

502 

3:32.46 

463 

574.48 

Trust  Funds; 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration 

Trust  Fund   .$    2.58, .564. 36 

Employees  Retirement 

Trust  Fund   2.546.597.48 

2,805 

161.84 

Real  Estate   

804 

990.15 

Fur'niture  and  Fixtures, 

less  Depreciation   

344 

108.90 

Deferred  Charges   

308 

854.67 

5.870,606.26 

LIABILITIES,  DEFERRED  REVENUE 

AND  NET  WORTH 

Current  Liabilities   % 

430,417.98 

Funds  restricted  as  to  use   

30,383.33 

1,192,629.57 

Trust  Funds: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration 

Employees  Retirement 

Trust  Fund  ....  2,546,5117.48 

2.805,161,84 

Net  Worth: 

Reserve  Fund  ....  24.185.11 

Restricted  Fund  .  .  20,101.87 

Real  Estate    804,990.15 

Reserve  for  Reha- 

bilitation   466,436.78 

Reserve  for  Child 

Welfare    25,078,28 

1,340.792.19 

Unrestricted 

Capital                         71,221. .35 

1,412,013.54 

$5,870,606.26 

Richard  D.  Little  (1958).  Post  10.  Manila,  P.  I. 
Charles  D.  Drnek  and  Fred  Miller  (both  1958), 

Post  77,  Houston,  Tex. 
Ralph  R.  Knapp  (1943).  Post  124,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Post  Commanders  or  Adjutants  are 
asked  to  report  life  membership  awards 
to  "Life  Memberships,"  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  720  5th  Ave.,  New 
York  19,  N.Y.  Date  of  award  is  request- 
ed in  all  cases.  Receipt  of  names  cannot 
be  acknowledged. 

PEOPLE  IN  THE  NEWS: 

jOHx  H.  WALSH  (Mass.),  lougthue 
member  of  The  American  Legion  Re- 
habilitation Commission,  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Transit  Ass'n. 

MISS  EDITH  L.  SHUTTERS,  Nat'l  Con- 
vention Coordinator  of  The  American 
Legion,  resigned  to  enter  private  busi- 
ness. 

G.  H.  STOBDOCK  (Wis.),  Past  Nat'l 
Vice  Cnulr  of  The  American  Legion 
(1955-56),  elected  president  of  the 
Nat'l  Ass'n  of  State  Veterans  Homes. 

WILLIAM  H.  MILLER  ( Oreg. ) ,  appoint- 
ed Nat'l  Convention  Director  of  The 
American  Legion. 

DALE  s.  BAiRD,  elected  Dep't  Cmdr  of 
Iowa  by  the  Dep't  Executive  Commit- 
tee, to  complete  the  unexpired  term  of 
the  late  Roy  L.  Pell. 

EDWARD  H.    GOLEMBIESKI,  appointed 

deputy  chief  of  claims  in  The  American 
Legion  Rehabilitation  Division. 

H. \ROLD  BE.\TON,  clcctcd  Alternate 
Nat'l  Executve  Committeeman  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  by  the  Dep't  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Died: 

J.  M.  (pete)  henry.  Past  Nat'l  Vice 
Cmdr  of  The  American  Legion  (1927- 
28);  at  his  home  in  Winona,  Minn. 

ALFRED  L.  ALOisi,  a  fouudcr  of  the 
Dep't  of  Italy;  at  Gibraltar,  while  en 
route  to  his  New  York  home. 

LLOYD     H.     CORNWALL,     Past  Dep't 

Cmdr  of  France  (1953-54);  in  France. 

HARRISON  FULLER,  first  Dep't  Cmdr  of 
Minnesota  (1919-20);  at  his  home  in 
Hamden,  Conn. 

DR.  HOWARD  S.  KREIDLER,  Past  Dep't 

Cmdr  of  North  Dakota  ( 1932-33) ;  sud- 
denly, at  his  home  in  Wahpeton,  N. 
Dak.' 

IVAN  D.  M.\RSii,  deputy  chief  of  claims 
in  The  American  Legion  Rehabilitation 
Division;  following  a  heart  attack,  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

AMERIGO  viTELLi,  Past  Dcp't  Cmdr 
of  Italy  (1930-34);  in  New  York,  N.  Y. 

MICHAEL  T.  KELLEHER  (Mass.),  for- 
mer member  of  The  American  Legion 
Legislative  Commission  (1947-48)  and 
Past  Vice  Chmn  of  the  Legion  Univer- 
sal Military  Training  Committee. 

MRS.    LOWELL    F.    HOB.\RT,    SR.,  filSt 

Nat'l  President  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  (1921-22);  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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hard.  He  has  been  successful  in  his  law 
practice.  We  believe  that  if  he's  elected 
National  Commander  he  will  be  an  as- 
set to  the  entire  organization.  People 
around  Stillwater  would  back  Pres  for 
any  responsible  public  position. 

"He  has  excellent  personality  qual- 
ities. He  is  a  fine  speaker  and  has  a 
great  stage  presence.  He  can  talk  on  his 
feet.  He  is  loyal  and  patriotic.  There  is 
nothing  narrow  or  petty  about  him.  He 
is  interested  in  what  is  best  for  the 
United  States. 

"He  is  a  very  sound  analyzer  of  big 
questions.  Pres  is  a  good  organizer.  He 
can  get  people  to  work,  and  he  can  pull 
people  with  him." 

Others  who've  known  him  many 
years  speak  the  same  of  Moore.  In  fact, 
he  became  National  Commander  be- 
cause Oklahoma  Legion  leaders  who 
liked  him  well  enough  to  back  him  for 
high  Legion  office  in  his  home  State  for 
ten  years  persuaded  him  that  if  he  went 
outside  the  State  to  sell  himself,  he'd 
succeed. 

It  was  at  the  urging  of  such  well- 
known  Oklahoma  American  Legion 
leaders  as  Dr.  A.  B.  Rivers  of  Okmul- 
gee and  E.  R.  Christopher,  Bartlesville 
postmaster,  that  Moore  left  much  of  his 
spring  and  summer  law  practice  in  1957 
and  1958  to  his  partner,  Robert  M. 
Murphy,  while  he  traveled  about  the 
country  campaigning  for  the  National 
Commandership.  Dr.  Rivers,  particular- 
ly, insisted  to  Moore  that  if  he  tried  to 
sell  himself,  people  everywhere  would 
like  him  as  much  as  Oklahomans  do. 

"Doc"  Rivers'  prediction  came  true. 
Wherever  Pres  Moore  went  in  The 
American  Legion  he  made  friends  quick- 
ly and  impressed  all  with  his  calm  judg- 
ment, quick  perception,  and  common 
sense,  as  well  as  with  his  genial,  out- 
going personality. 

By  the  end  of  1957  Moore  had  made 
such  a  favorable  impression  at  Amer- 
ican Legion  State  conventions  and  other 
gatherings  all  over  the  country  that  he 
was  conceded  to  be  the  man  to  beat 
long  before  the  1958  National  Conven- 
tion met. 

On  September  4,  1958,  "Doc"  Rivers 
had  the  privilege  of  presenting  to  Moore 
his  National  Commander's  colors  on  the 
stage  at  the  National  Convention. 

The  new  National  Commander  has 
more  of  an  American  Legion  back- 
ground than  most  younger  veterans  who 
were  born  after  the  Legion  was  found- 
ed, and  his  concept  of  the  Legion  is  as 
fundamental  as  was  that  of  the  founders 
of  the  organization. 

His  father,  the  late  C.  F.  Moore,  was 
a  disabled  World  War  I  veteran  and  a 
member  of  James  H.  Teel  Post  105  in 
Bartlesville,  Oklahoma.  As  a  boy,  Pres- 


( i  oiilhiiied  frotu  J^)  

ton  Moore  was  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion  squadron  in 
Bartlesville.  He  knew  the  Legion  as  well 
as  any  youngster.  The  new  National 
Commander  was  a  finalist  in  his  State 
American  Legion  Oratorical  Contest  as 
a  high  school  senior  in  1937.  A  year 
earlier,  in  his  county  oratorical  contest, 
Moore  forgot  his  prepared  speech,  but 
hastily  made  up  a  new  one  as  he  went 
along  —  and  won.  "But  it  was  a  close 
decision,"  he  says. 

Moore's  father,  a  salesman,  devel- 
oped tuberculosis  as  a  result  of  World 
War  I  service,  and  was  incapacitated  off 
and  on  for  26  years.  His  father's  dis- 
ability gave  Pres  some  firsthand  knowl- 
edge of  the  problems  of  disabled  vet- 
erans and  their  families,  and  of  the  re- 
habilitation programs  of  The  American 
Legion  and  the  Veterans  Administration. 
There  were  many  lean  years  for  the 
Moores,  and  the  Commander's  mother. 
Mrs.  Leta  Moore,  had  to  support  the 
family.  Today  she  is  a  family  relations 
expert  on  the  stafi'  of  the  extension  divi- 
sion of  Oklahoma  State  University  at 
Stillwater. 

Long  before  he  was  a  war  veteran 
himself,  Preston  Moore  had  a  sound 
opinion    of    The    American  Legion. 


"When  1  was  a  kid,  I  knew  the  Legion 
to  be  the  most  responsible  veterans  or- 
ganization," he  says,  "and  when  I  went 
in  service  in  World  War  II  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  join  my  dad's  post  in  Bart- 
lesville." 

The  elder  Moore  did  not  live  to  see 
his  son  a  Legionnaire.  C.  F.  Moore  died 
of  tuberculosis  on  the  same  April  day 
(the  12th)  in  1945  that  President  F.  D. 
Roosevelt  died.  His  son  was  stationed  in 
the  Philippine  Islands  then  and  didn't 
get  home  until  after  the  war's  end.  In 
October  1945  Pres  Moore  was  separated 
from  the  Army  Air  Forces  in  Kansas 
and  drove  93  miles  while  on  terminal 
leave  to  join  his  late  father's  American 
Legion  post  in  Bartlesville. 

Moore  had  not  completed  his  educa- 
tion before  going  into  service.  After 
graduating  from  BartlesviUe  High 
School  in  1937,  he  had  set  his  sights  on 
being  a  trial  lawyer.  It  was  an  old  am- 
bition, inspired  by  his  uncle.  Brown 
Moore  of  Stillwater. 

Brown  Moore  was  one  of  Oklahoma's 
most  picturesque  trial  lawyers  —  a  color- 
ful, dramatic,  and  convincing  country 
lawyer  of  the  old  school.  When  Preston 
Moore  was  a  small  boy,  he  had  seen 
his  uncle  sway  juries  with  passionate 
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charges  to  them  on  many  an  occasion. 
When  young  Preston  said  he  too  wanted 
to  be  a  lawyer.  Uncle  Brown  gave  him 
every  encouragement. 

Preston  went  to  Stillwater  and  started 
college  at  Oklahoma  A&M  (now  Okla- 
homa State  University)  in  1937.  Money 
was  scarce.  He  studied  a  semester,  then 
stayed  out  and  worked  to  earn  enough 
to  return  for  another  semester  of  college 
work. 

He  worked  for  the  Phillips  Petroleum 
Company  in  Bartlesville,  and  at  its  In- 
dianapolis office.  In  Bartlesville  he  met 
another  Phillips  employee.  Miss  Nella 
Mae  Reinhardt,  of  Chanute,  Kansas. 

By  1941  Preston  had  completed  only 
two  years  of  college,  and  the  world  was 
beginning  to  crumble,  thanks  to  Adolf 
Hitler.  Seeing  the  shape  of  things,  he 
gave  up  his  studies,  and  on  July  7,  1941, 
he  volunteered  to  be  an  infantry  private 
in  the  U.S.  Army. 

After  basic  training,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to' the  147th  General  Hospital  at 
Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Missouri.  And  on 
August  29,  1941,  while  he  was  in  a 
private's  uniform,  Moore  and  Miss  Rein- 
hardt were  married. 

Moore  applied  for  officers  candidates 
school  with  the  idea  of  becoming  an  in- 
fantry lieutenant.  The  colonel  in  charge 
of  the  hospital  noted  Moore's  adminis- 
trative ability.  As  the  Army  Medical 
Corps  was  looking  for  administrative 
officers,  he  refused  to  O.K.  Pres  for  in- 
fantry officers  training,  but  did  approve 
his  training  to  be  a  medical  adminis- 
trative officer. 

He  was  trained  at  Camp  Barkeley, 
Texas,  and  commissioned  a  second  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Medical  Administrative 
Corps  on  January  27,  1943.  He  was 
sent  to  the  13th  Airborne  Division  (then 
organizing)  for  glider  training,  and  be- 
came the  executive  officer  of  the  222nd 
Airborne  Medical  Company  at  Fort 
Bragg,  North  Carolina. 

The  U.S.  was  then  well  along  as  a 
belligerent  in  World  War  II,  and  Moore 
requested  overseas  duty.  He  was  sent  to 
the  13th  Air  Force  at  Los  Negros  in  the 
Admiralty  Islands,  and  was  a  medical 
administrative  officer  with  the  5th  Bomb 
Group  whose  B-24  Liberators  were  soft- 
ening up  Japanese  positions  along  the 
New  Guinea-Philippines  axis. 

Moore's  unit,  which  picked  up  eight 
battle  stars,  moved  from  Los  Negros  to 
Wakde  Island.  In  the  fall  of  1944  it 
went  into  Morotai  on  D  -|-  5,  where  it 
was  under  steady  bombing  and  where  it 
earned  the  Distinguished  Unit  Citation. 
Moore  was  made  a  first  lieutenant  on 
Morotai  in  1944. 

With  the  invasion  of  the  Philippines, 
the  5th  Bomb  Group  moved  onto  Cali- 
coan  Peninsula  at  Guiuan,  on  the  south- 
east tip  of  Samar.  From  this  base  it 
bombed  Japanese  targets  throughout  the 
Philippines,  on   Borneo,   and  on  the 


China  Sea  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Moore  was  still  a  long  way  from  a 
law  degree  when  he  left  service  in  Oc- 
tober 1945.  In  January  1946  he  and  his 
wife  moved  to  Norman,  Oklahoma, 
where  Pres  began  continuous  study,  win- 
ter and  summer,  at  the  University  of 
Oklahoma.  Thanks  to  the  Legion-spon- 
sored GI  Bill  of  Rights,  he  was  able  to 
study  straight  through,  without  quitting 
college  to  work  intermittently  as  he  had 
before  the  war. 

An  American  Legion  post  had  been 
formed  for  veteran-students  on  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oklahoma  campus  right  after 
World  War  I.  After  the  World  War  I 
generation  had  graduated  from  college, 
the  post  died.  In  1946  Thomas  C.  Rey- 
nolds Post  303  was  reactivated,  and 
Moore  transferred  his  membership  to  it 
while  he  was  a  student  there. 

He  was  Post  Service  Officer  in  1946-7, 
and  the  following  year  he  was  Post 
Commander.  The  post  increased  in 
membership  from  300  to  more  than 
1 ,000  GI  students  and  faculty  members 
while  Moore  was  its  Commander  in 
1947-8,  and  it  undertook  a  big  com- 
munity playground  project  at  Norman. 
That  program  alone  cost  $12,000  a  year, 
much  of  which  was  raised  by  bringing 
in  top  name  radio  and  TV  personalities 
for  on-the-campus  network  broadcasts. 

The  leadership  Moore  provided  the 
campus  post  catapulted  him  into  the 
Oklahoma  Department  Commandership 
in  1948-9,  a  year  in  which  he  got  his 
law  degree  (January  1949). 

On  February  1,  1949,  his  uncle. 
Brown  Moore,  took  Preston  Moore  in 
as  his  law  partner  in  Stillwater  —  a  cli- 
max to  his  youthful  ambitions.  The 
uncle-nephew  partnership  only  lasted 
two  years,  as  Brown  Moore  passed  away 
in  1951. 

Since  then  Preston  Moore  has  main- 
tained his  home  in  Stillwater,  and  has 
enjoyed  a  thriving  law  practice  with  his 
present  partner,  Robert  M.  Murphy.  He 
transferred  his  Legion  membership  to 
Hanner  Sharpe  Post  129  in  Stillwater, 
and  served  as  Post  Commander  there  in 
1953-4,  while  he  was  also  Alternate 
National  Executive  Committeeman. 

The  Moores  have  a  modest  home  near 
the  State  University  campus  in  Still- 
water. They  have  two  sons,  Preston  J., 
Jr.,  age  12,  and  Brown,  age  8. 

Preston  Moore  is  an  official  on  the 
board  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Still- 
water. He  belongs  to  many  local  and 
national  organizations.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Forty  and  Eight,  a  member  and 
trustee  of  the  Elks,  a  member  of  the 
Oklahoma  and  the  American  Bar  Asso- 
ciations. He  is  a  32nd  Degree  Mason, 
a  member  of  the  Kiwanis,  of  The  Amer- 
ican Business  Men's  Club,  and  of  the 
Izaak  Walton  League.  Commander 
Moore  has  been  active  in  Boy  Scout  and 
YMCA  work. 


In  his  three  years  on  The  American 
Legion's  National  Executive  Commit- 
tee, Moore  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Liaison  Committee  on  National  Secur- 
ity. In  1956-7  he  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Commander's  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. 

Moore's  father's  family  came  to  Okla- 
homa from  Tennessee  via  Arkansas.  In 
his  law  office  in  Stillwater  he  has  an  old 
spinning  wheel  that  belonged  to  his 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Nancy  Dickerson 
Moore.  She  was  born  in  Perry  County, 
Tennessee,  in  1829,  according  to  the 
old  family  Bible  which  has  been  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation  and 
which  Pres  Moore  also  keeps  in  his  law 
office. 

The  new  National  Commander's 
ideas  about  The  American  Legion  are 
solid,  insistently  fundamental,  highly 
popular  with  Legionnaires  everywhere 
who  are  serious  about  the  mission  of 
their  organization. 

Some  quotes: 

"In  public  affairs  we  have  four  major 
programs  and  we  should  stick  to  them: 
veterans'  rehabilitation,  Americanism, 
national  security,  child  welfare  .  .  ." 

"We  must  not  become  too  traditional 
in  our  thinking.  The  world  changes 
faster  all  the  time.  As  a  public  opinion 
leader,  our  great  American  Legion  must 
constantly  restudy  its  major  programs, 
bring  them  up  to  date,  have  a  plan  for 
the  future  .  .  ." 

"The  Legion's  mission  of  service  to 
God  and  Country  is  timeless  .  .  .  There 
is  always  more  to  be  done  .  .  ." 

"We  must  help  America  rid  itself  of 
the  defeatist,  destructive  philosophy  that 
we  can  only  defend  against  communism 
...  If  America  does  not  seize  the  ini- 
tiative in  the  cold  war,  the  cause  of 
freedom  will  be  lost  ultimately  .  .  .  and 
completely  .  .  .  The  Legion  has  an  op- 
portunity to  help  free  our  people  from 
defensive-thinking  imprisonment  .  .  ." 

"To  do  our  job,  we  must  grow  in 
membership  .  .  .  The  key  to  greater 
membership  is  the  local  prestige  of  each 
post  .  .  .  The  posts  that  are  known  in 
their  towns  as  active  community  leaders 
do  not  have  to  worry  about  member- 
ship .  .  ." 

Preston  J.  Moore's  first  order  of  busi- 
ness, the  day  after  he  was  elected  Na- 
tional Commander,  was  to  have  the 
Commanders  and  Adjutants  of  the  58 
American  Legion  Departments  to  break- 
fast in  Chicago.  There  he  laid  out  a  plan 
of  national  encouragement  to  each  post 
to  increase  its  local  prestige  by  building 
up  its  community  service  program  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  He  urged  the 
heads  of  the  Legion  in  each  State,  Ter- 
ritory, and  foreign  department  to  join 
with  him  in  providing  all  the  leadership 
possible  to  further  the  growth  of  the 
prestige  of  each  post  of  The  American 
Legion  in  its  community.  the  end 
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HE  BAITS  BOLSHEVIKS 
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Last  spring  Fabian  learned  that  Men- 
shikov  had  been  invited  to  address  the 
Baltimore  Bar  Association.  The  exile 
leader  boarded  a  train  and  picketed  the 
Ambassador's  hotel  with  large  posters 
that  read: 

•THE  SOVIET  PEACE  DOVE 
FEEDS  ON  HUNGARIAN  BLOOD. 

■YOU  GO  TO  THE  STRATO- 
SPHERE AND  STAY  THERE. 

•  YOU  KEEP  THE  MOON:  GIVE 
US  HUNGARY. 

•  ROOSKI  GO  HOME." 

From  Hungarian  sources  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain,  Fabian  was  able  to  brief 
Baltimore  newsmen  on  the  communist- 
conducted  secret  trials  then  underway  in 
Budapest.  After  this  address  on  Soviet 
jurisprudence,  a  reporter  asked  Menshi- 
kov  about  the  Hungarian  trials  and  the 
red-faced  Soviet  diplomat  could  only 
reply  "no  comment."  Finally,  ""always" 
hounded  by  '•newspapermen  asking 
questions,"  and  some  700  stony-faced 
pickets,  Menshikov  made  an  ignomin- 
ious departure  from  Baltimore  under 
the  watchful  eye  of  the  police. 

Later,  when  the  still  ebullient  Soviet 
diplomat  was  invited  to  a  gala  reception 
at  the  Plaza  in  New  York,  Fabian  and 
his  group  picketed  the  hotel  with  signs 
that  read:  '  RELIEVE  MRS.  KHRUSH- 
CHEV FROM  POTMA  CONCEN- 
TRATION CAMP!" 

Through  former  -nmates  of  the  Pot- 
ma  camp,  Fabian  had  learned  that  the 
Soviet  Premier's  first  wife  had  been 
dumped  there  under  the  assumed  name 
of  "Mrs.  Gorskaja." 

To  Mensliikov's  extreme  embarrass- 
ment, Peter  Kihss  of  The  New  York 
Times  made  inquiries  at  a  press  con- 
ference concerning  the  convenient  man- 
ner in  which  the  Soviet  diplomat's  boss 
had  disposed  of  his  marital  difficulties. 

"It  is  a  lie'"  screamed  Menshikov. 
Khrushchev,  however,  was  so  upset  over 
the  query  that  he  had  Mrs.  Khrushchev 
paraded  about  in  Krrlovy  Vary.  "But  it 
was  the  second  Mrs.  Khrushchev,  and 
everyone  knew  it!"  Fabian  tells  with  a 
laugh. 

The  Hungarian  David's  challenge  to 
the  Red  Goliath  is  not  just  to  relieve  a 
patriot's  personal  outrage.  It  has  a  long- 
range  political  purpose: 

"America  will  never  sacrifice  a  single 
one  of  her  soldiers  to  defend  Hungary. 
I  know  that,"  explains  Fabian.  "The 
main  problem  is  to  get  the  United  States 
and  the  Western  countries  to  defend 
their  own  countries  and  to  show  them 
what  would  happen  to  their  countries 
under  Soviet  domination." 

Picketing  is  only  one  of  the  methods 
Fabian  uses  in  attempting  to  influence 
world  opinion.  He  conducts  a  mail  cam- 
paign with  characteristic  grim  humor. 


For  instance,  on  November  7,  1957,  the 
40th  anniversary  of  the  bolshevik  sei- 
zure of  power,  delegates  to  the  United 
Nations,  members  of  Congress,  and  key 
Government  officials  received  a  formal 
printed  invitation  to  a  celebration 
honoring  the  "world's  most  powerful 
SLAVE  LABOR  EMPIRE,  to  be  held 
at  the  delegation  of  the  U.S.S.R.  to  the 
U.N.,  68th  Street  and  Park  Avenue, 
New  York  City."  Items  on  the  menu 
included  '•fiorscht  Lubianka  (made  of 
Reds  beat).  Meatballs  Khrushchev 
soaked  in  Vodka,  O-pressed  Duck  Cap- 
tive Nations,  and  Crimean  Champagne 
mixed  with  Hungarian  Blood  Vintage 
1956."  On  the  entertainment  agenda 
were  listed:  "East  Side.  West  Side"  (sung 
by  Tito)"  and  "Danse  Macabre,  exe- 
cuted by.  Ivan  Serov  and  his  Cutthroats." 
Ostensibly,  the  invitations  were  sent  by 
the  U.S.S.R. 's  Chief  Delegate  to  the 
U.N.,  Arkady  Sobolev,  and  his  wife. 

A  Christmas  card  sponsored  by  Bela 
Fabian  and  signed  "Political  Prisoners 
of  the  Soviet  Union"  put  a  damper  on 
whatever  holiday  spirit  communists 
manage  to  generate.  The  front  of  the 
card  bore  a  picture  of  shrunken,  starved 
faces  staring  out  from  behind  barbed 
wire.  Beneath  the  doleful  photograph 
were  the  words:  ""We  Wish  You  a 
Christmas  as  Merry  as  Ours."  Inside  the 
greeting  card  was  a  drawing  of  a  Christ- 
mas tree,  its  branches  decorated  with 
guided  missiles,  a  globe  of  the  world 
with  arrows  pointing  to  areas  of  Red  in- 
filtration, and  a  U.N.  gavel  labeled 
""veto."  Beside  the  picture  was  an  omi- 
nous message,  hinting  of  a  day  of 
reckoning  for  red  oppressors: 

Rest  ye  not,  merry  gentlemen  — 

Henchmen  of  our  nation; 

Get  ye  out  ere  it  he  too  late. 

For  all  of  ye  there  lies  in  wait 

A  camp  or  power  station. 

Soviet  diplomats  have  techniques  for 
silencing  this  kind  of  refugee  activity  — 
murder,  kidnaping  and  blackmail.  But 
Fabian  is  impervious  to  threats  and  at- 
tempts at  intimidation.  On  New  Year's 
Eve,  a  few  days  after  he  had  sent  out 
his  Christmas  card,  he  received  an  anon- 
ymous telephone  call.  A  voice  said: 

"Stop  your  activities,  Mr.  Fabian,  or 
you'll  be  a  dead  man  in  90  days." 

Three  minutes  later  the  telephone 
rang  again.  Fabian's  wife  answered  it, 
and  the  voice  said: 

""Tell  your  husband  to  stop  his  ac- 
tivities, or  he  will  be  a  dead  man  in 
1958." 

A  half  hour  later  the  telephone  rang 
once  more,  and  when  Fabian  picked  up 
the  receiver  the  familiar  voice  started  in 
again. 

•'Look  here,"  bellowed  the  Hungarian. 
"We  know  each  other  40  years.  I  will 
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not  change;  you  will  not  change.  Now 
why  not  let  me  sleep  for  the  night?" 

The  "gangster"  the  reds  call  "the 
notorious  leading  hooligan"  likes  to 
spend  quiet  "bourgeois"  evenings  in  his 
modest  apartment  in  New  York  City. 
After  an  early  supper  he  dictates  letters 
to  his  wife  or  works  on  a  book  or  a 
political  article.  As  he  paces  about  his 
sitting  room,  as  he  habitually  does  when 
planning  some  new  anti-Soviet  move,  he 
often  pauses  to  take  a  few  grapes  out  of 
a  fruit  bowl  and  pop  them  into  the  cage 
of  "Sputnik,"  the  Fabians'  canary.  The 
couple  named  the  bird  after  the  first 
Soviet  satellite  because  "he  likes  to  fly 
off  in  orbit." 

The  arrival  of  a  friend  or  relative 
from  Hungary  calls  for  a  party  given  in 
the  generous,  outgoing  manner  of  Hun- 
garian country  people.  Mrs.  Fabian, 
red-headed  and  plump,  bustles  in,  apol- 
ogizing that  "It's  too  bad  I  had  no  time 
for  shopping,"  or  "I  have  no  food  to  eat 
because  my  husband  ate  it  all,"  and  "You 
must  not  mind  if  it  is  not  much."  But 
the  guest  soon  finds  before  him  platter 
after  platter  of  steaming  paprika 
chicken,  yellow  rice,  stuffed  meatballs, 
cucumbers  with  vinegar  and  sugar  dress- 
ing. Hungarian  strudel,  fruit,  nuts. 

A  typical  Fabian  party  ends  in  the 
singing  of  Hungarian  folk  songs.  Some- 
times, after  a  glass  or  two  of  Tokay 
wine,  Fabian  will  throw  an  arm  about 
a  fellow  exile  and  sing  in  his  rich  bass 
the  beautiful  air: 

"I  started  from  my  lovely  land. 

Beloved  little  Hungary, 

But  I  stop  and  look  back 

And  tears  flow  from  my  eyes 

And  tears  flow  from  my  eyes." 

Bela  Fabian  owes  much  of  his  sin- 
cerity and  simplicity  of  character  to  his 
upbringing  as  the  son  of  a  grower  of 
Tokay  grapes  who  lived  in  the  small 
Hungarian  town  of  Tallya.  Lajos  Fabian 
taught  his  son  to  put  God  and  country 
first.  The  Fabians  were  not  wealthy,  but 
they  managed  to  send  each  of  their  five 
children  to  a  university. 

After  receiving  an  LL.D.  degree, 
young  Fabian  became  a  law  clerk  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  William  Vazsony,  an  out- 
standing legal  authority,  leader  of  the 
Democratic  Party  of  Hungary,  and  later 
Minister  of  Justice. 

But  his  law  work  was  interrupted  by 
the  First  World  war.  He  served  as  an 
officer  of  the  Hungarian  Army,  and  was 
captured  by  the  Russians  in  1915  and 
confined  for  a  year  in  a  camp  at  Tash- 
kent in  Middle  Asia. 

Captured  officers  were  properly 
treated  by  the  authorities  of  Czarist 
Russia,  but  the  rank  and  file  prisoners 
of  war  were  worked  to  death  on  a  star- 
vation diet  and  succumbed  by  the  thou- 
sands to  epidemics  of  such  diseases  as 
typhus. 

When   Fabian   organized   a  protest 


against  their  inhuman  treatment,  he  was 
sent  to  a  punitive  camp  at  Krasnaya 
Riechka,  500  miles  north  of  Vladivos- 
tok. 

Early  in  1918,  with  the  help  of  false 
papers,  Fabian  escaped  and  reached 
Leningrad.  There  he  lived  under  an  as- 
sumed name  and  witnessed  the  cruel 
fratricidal  war  launched  by  the  com- 
munists against  the  followers  of  all  other 
political  movements. 

After  he  returned  to  Hungary,  he 
wrote  about  his  experiences  in  Russian 
captivity,  about  his  escape,  and  the  re- 
volutionary turmoil  he  had  witnessed. 
His  books  —  Riission  Inferno,  Petrograd, 
and  Russia's  Decay    Under  Bolshevik 


By  Rabbi  ROBERT  I.  KAHN 
Congregation  Emanu  El 
Houston,  Texas 
Past  Department  Chaplain  of  Texas 

O  Thou  Who  are  the  source  of  all 
good  gifts,  be  with  The  American 
Legion  and  with  all  its  nicnibcrs, 
their  families  and  their  households; 
prosper  them  in  their  various  call- 
ings and  occupations;  help  them  in 
their  needs;  and  guide  thcni  in  their 
difficulties. 

Bless  those  who  guide  and  who 
serve  this  organization  and  those 
who  contribute  to  its  strength.  Re- 
ward w  ith  the  joy  of  goodness  the 
Legionnaires  who  are  concerned  for 
the  handicapped  and  care  for  their 
children,  who  seek  to  teach  the  ig- 
norant, heal  the  sick,  and  extend  a 
helping  hand  to  those  who  have  lost 
their  way  in  the  world. 

Fervently  we  invoke  Th>'  bless- 
ing upon  our  Country.  Guard  it,  O 
God,  from  calamity  and  injury;  suf- 
fer not  its  adversaries  to  triumph 
over  it;  but  let  the  glories  of  a  just, 
righteous,  and  God-fearing  people 
increase  from  age  to  age.  .May  peace 
and  good  w  ill  obtain  among  all  the 
inhabitants  of  our  land,  may  religion 
spread  its  blessings  among  us  and 
exalt  our  Nation  in  righteousness, 
that  Th>^  Name  nia\'  he  honored  and 
Thy  Kingdom  be  brought  near. 
Amen. 


Rule  —  met  with  cold  incredulity  on  the 
part  of  middle-class  intellectuals  and 
made  Fabian  a  target  of  venomous  at- 
tacks from  the  extreme  left.  As  a  result, 
he  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  thrown  into 
prison  when  Hungary's  first  communist 
stooge,  Bela  Kun,  seized  power  in  1919. 

After  the  collapse  of  this  short-lived 
dictatorship,  the  other  extreme,  the 
White  Terror  regime,  temporarily  won 
the  upper  hand  in  Hungary.  It  subjected 
thousands  of  innocent  victims  to  cruel 
sufferings  along  with  the  guilty.  Fabian 
believed  that  a  rule  of  law,  not  counter- 
revolutionary terrorism,  should  prevail, 
and  he  published  three  additional  books, 
including  The  Russian  Counter-Revohi- 
tion. 

"My  fight  against  both  forms  of  ex- 
treme reaction  was  not  confined  to  pub- 
lic forums,"  Fabian  recalls,  "but  as  was 
the  custom  of  that  time  I  had  to  fight 
numerous  duels  with  sword  and  pistol 
in  defense  of  my  principles." 

His  democratic  record  led  to  his  elec- 
tion as  an  executive  member  of  the 
Budapest  Municipal  Council  in  1920, 
and  in  1922  he  was  elected  to  the  Hun- 
garian Parliament  on  the  Independent 
Democratic  ticket.  He  held  this  office 
for  17  consecutive  years.  In  1928  he 
became  president  of  the  Independent 
Democratic  Party. 

When  the  German  hordes  invaded 
Austria  and  Czechoslovakia  in  the  late 
1930's,  a  Budapest  magazine,  knowing 
Fabian's  opposition  to  all  forms  of  total- 
itarianism, published  on  its  front  page 
a  cartoon  in  which  he  was  represented 
as  a  dwarf  battling  a  tornado.  The  cap- 
tion asked:  "Little  man,  what  now?" 

The  Nazis  answered  that  question  by 
stamping  serial  number  B 1 2305  on  his 
brawny  right  arm  —  a  mark  he  still 
bears  —  and  sent  him  to  Auschwitz  with 
its  mass-devouring  gas  chambers.  By  a 
near-miracle,  Fabian  was  not  one  of  the 
thousands  of  gas  victims.  The  Nazis  as- 
signed him  with  a  group  of  other  pris- 
oners who  were  given  the  job  of  dis- 
mantling and  reprocessing  parts  of 
American  planes  which  had  been  shot 
down  by  the  Germans.  Fabian  and  his 
fellow  prisoners  secretly  hid  radio  parts 
from  these  damaged  aircraft,  and  from 
them  made  receiving  sets  which  brought 
them  news  from  the  BBC  and  American 
transmitters. 

"In  order  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners,"  Fabian  recounts, 
"a  grapevine  news  service  repeated 
throughout  the  camp  what  was  heard  at 
the  listening  posts.  When  the  Germans 
discovered  one  of  these  radios,  they 
promptly  hanged  anyone  who  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  news  transmission 
service.  But  hunger  for  news  was  so 
persistent  that  even  though  a  radio  team 
were  hanged  one  day,  the  next  day  a 
new  radio  would  be  working." 

Transferred  to  Ohrduf,  Fabian  es- 
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caped  in  March  1945  with  three  com- 
rades, hid  10  days  in  the  forests  of 
Thuringia,  and  crept  through  the  Ger- 
man lines  to  (ind  refuge  with  General 
Patton's  Third  U.S.  Army. 

At  the  end  of  the  war,  he  was  joined 
in  Paris  by  his  wife  who  succeeded  in 
getting  out  of  Hungary  after  two  and  a 
half  years  of  maneuvering.  Like  true 
Europeans,  the  couple  felt  much  at 
home  in  France.  But,  Fabian  explains, 
"We  believed  we  could  be  more  useful 
to  our  country  in  America,  which  is  the 
biggest  force  against  communist  im- 
perialism." 

The  couple  arrived  in  New  York  on 
October  9,  1948,  and  a  year  later  Fabian 
launched  the  opening  volley  of  his  truth 
campaign  on  these  shores  with  his  book 
Cardinal  Mindszerity,  about  the  reli- 
gious leader  whom  he  had  known  per- 
sonally. The  book  revealed  to  an  indig- 
nant West  how  the  reds  had  drugged  and 
tortured  the  elderly  Hungarian  Cardinal. 
Fabian  also  founded  the  Federation  of 
Hungarian  Former  Political  Prisoners. 
Almost  15,000  former  Nazi  and  Soviet 
victims  joined,  3,000  in  this  country 
alone. 

As  the  United  Nations  began  to  play 
an  increasing  role  in  the  direction  of 
American  foreign  policy,  Fabian  in- 
sisted that  it  should  be  a  truly  represent- 
ative forum  where  oppressed  peoples  un- 
der Soviet  domination  should  have  a 
voice. 

Accompanied  by  other  former  Hun- 
garian political  prisoners.  Fabian  began 
attending  U.N.  meetings  in  the  blue  and 
white  striped  suit  worn  by  Soviet  slave 
labor  prisoners. 

Mrs.  Fabian  will  never  forget  the 
night  of  November  4,  1956,  when  the 
U.S.S.R.  invaded  Hungary. 

■"I  was  listening  to  television  while 
cooking  in  the  kitchen,"  she  says,  "when 
I  heard  a  very  penetrating  voice  shout 
'MURDERERS!'  I  rushed  to  the  set  and 
saw  U.N.  guards  taking  my  husband 
away.  I  heard  later  that  they  put  him  in 
a  room  and  wouldn't  let  him  out  until 
the  end  of  the  meeting." 

But  if  Fabian's  voice  is  angry  and 
penetrating  when  he  talks  back  to  reds, 
it  becomes  gentle  and  persuasive  when 
he  talks  to  noncommunists  who  are  not 
yet  committed  to  the  free  world's  fight. 

When  150  pacifists  demonstrated 
against  nuclear  weapons  in  midtown 
Manhattan,  Fabian  persuaded  the  group 
to  let  him  give  a  speech.  He  told  them 
in  restrained  and  measured  words  that 
they  were  mistaken  in  their  stand. 

"The  problem  is  not  peace  or  war, 
but  freedom  or  slavery,"  he  said. 

A  New  York  Times  dispatch  of  April 
6,  1958,  showed  that  the  Hungarian 
leader's  tactful  offensive  had  been  a 
success: 

"With  handshakes  and  exchange  of 
mailing  addresses  among  the  two  groups 


the  meeting  soon  dispersed  in  an  at- 
mosphere of  harmony." 

Another  example  of  "tactful  agita- 
tion" by  the  exile  leader  took  place  after 
Vice  President  Nixon's  visit  to  Latin 
America.  Fabian  asked  members  of  the 
Federation  of  Hungarian  Former  Polit- 
ical Prisoners  in  every  place  where  the 
Vice  President  was  humiliated  to  write 
demonstration  leaders  requesting  a  per- 
sonal interview.  Then  the  Hungarian 
former  prisoner  would  ask  this  man: 

"if  you  are  on  our  side,  against  what 
you  call  'colonialism,'  why  do  you  then 
work  with  communists?"  Then  the  Hun- 
garian would  proceed  to  give  him  a  few 
facts  about  how  captive  nations  are 
treated  under  communism. 

Last  summer  Fabian  went  on  a  six- 
week  tour  of  Europe  in  which  he  suc- 
cessfully challenged  the  Russians  at  two 
large  international  conferences,  setting 
up  "truth  meetings"  of  his  own. 

The  first  was  the  Fifth  World  Peace 
Congress  in  Stockholm  in  July. 

At  his  own  meeting,  Dr.  Fabian  chal- 
lenged Ilya  Ehrenburg,  president  of  the 
movement,  and  Jean-Paul  Sartre,  a 
member,  to  public  debate.  They  refused. 
But  while  their  meeting  drew  only  some 
250  persons  out  of  1,700  delegates,  Fa- 
bian's rival  conference  drew  daily 
crowds  of  more  than  1,000. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Utrecht,  August  8,  Fabian's 
target  was  the  ten-member  delegation 
representing  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church.  At  a  widely  publicized  press 
conference  he  charged  that  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  had  become  "the  sub- 
servient tool  of  the  Soviet  regime." 

He  also  challenged  the  Russian 
church  leaders  to  "raise  their  voice 
against  religious  persecution  ...  to  de- 
mand the  release  of  thousands  of  church- 
men languishing  in  Soviet  concentration 
camps  ...  to  demand  the  free  practice 
of  all  religions  in  the  Soviet  orbit." 

Although  Dr.  Fabian  received  no  an- 
swer from  the  churchmen,  he  is  con- 
vinced that  confrontation  with  the  facts 
brings  an  inevitable  propaganda  victory 
for  the  West. 

"It  is  not  enough  to  talk  theoretically," 
he  says.  "Knowledge  is  the  best  weapon 
against  the  Soviet  because  when  con- 
fronted with  the  truth,  the  .Soviet  will 
not  reply." 

Fabian's  happiest  moment  came  last 
summer  when,  at  an  appearance  of  a 
Russian  ballet  troupe  in  this  country, 
he  led  a  poster  denunciation  of  com- 
munist crimes,  and  two  of  the  ballet's 
members  surreptitiously  told  him: 

"You  are  right;  go  ahead  with  your 
good  fight.  Wish  we  Russians  could  join 
you!" 

And  Fabian  has  vowed  he'll  keep  right 
on  protesting— in  his  own  dramatically 
effective  kind  of  way— until  they  too  will 
be  free.  the  end 
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THAT  OLD  NICKELODEON  OF  MINE 


-  (Continued  from  page  21)- 


a  penny,  a  spectator  could  look  into  a 
peep  machine  and  view  50  feet  of  mov- 
ies of  adventure,  science,  and  comedy. 

By  1904-05  longer  movies  up  to  100 
and  200  feet  in  length  were  being  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 
A  reel  contained  1,000  feet  of  film  and 
could  consist  of  many  separated  short 
subjects.  As  yet  there  were  no  long 
sustained  dramas  on  film,  but  the  Great 
Train  Robbery,  a  thrilling  one  reeler, 
was  soon  to  appear. 

A  nickelodeon  show  lasted  about  a 
half-hour.  Each  admission  was  five 
cents,  a  magic  box  office  price  in  those 
days.  A  show  was  usually  made  up  of 
a  number  of  100-  or  200-foot  short  sub- 
jects. Sometimes  a  clever  film  company 
artist  could  tint  a  film  by  hand,  and  the 
audience  would  gasp  when  such  a  film 
came  on.  A  Pathe  film,  Allah's  Holiday, 
was  so  tinted  and  made  a  big  hit  wher- 
ever it  was  shown. 

A  downtown  Chicago  nickelodeon, 
open  12  hours  a  day,  could  exhibit  about 
24  half-hour  shows.  With  an  average 
audience  of  50,  this  amounted  to  about 
$60  per  day.  Film  rentals  averaged  $15 
per  week.  We  also  employed  a  lady 
ticket  seller,  as  well  as  a  barker  who 
"barked"  the  show  outside  on  the  side- 
walk as  he  would  a  circus  promotion. 
We  made  a  profit  of  $300  the  first  week 
we  operated  our  initial  nickelodeon. 

Almost  from  the  first  we  used  a  big 
phonograph  with  a  huge  red  horn  to 
provide  stirring  music  for  our  movies. 
Then,  prospering  a  little,  we  rented  a 
piano  and  hired  a  lady  to  play  it.  I'll 
never  forget  when  we  began  renting 
colored  slides  containing  words  of  pop- 
ular songs,  and  the  pianist  played  and 
sang  them.  They  were  an  immediate  hit 


and  became  part  of  every  show. 

One  of  the  problems  projectionists 
had  in  those  early  days  was  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  a  proper  lens.  Because 
booths  were  homemade  and  small,  there 
was  little  room  to  move  the  projector 
backward  or  forward  so  as  to  get  a  sharp 
focus.  Once  when  I  opened  one  of  our 
nickelodeons,  I  set  up  a  machine  and 
tried  it  out  for  focus  just  a  half-hour 
before  show  time.  I  discovered  that  the 
lens  wasn't  quite  right  for  the  distance 
to  be  projected.  We  had  ordered  a  new 
spare  lens,  but  it  hadn't  arrived. 

The  theater  was  filled  with  a  curious 
audience,  and  I  was  very  nervous,  as  I 
had  had  only  a  few  months'  experience 
with  projectors.  Just  when  the  audience 
became  so  impatient  that  some  people 
began  to  leave,  a  messenger  arrived 
from  the  supply  house  with  a  new  lens. 
It  worked  fairly  well,  and  we  were  able 
to  put  on  the  show.  But  I  lost  several 
pounds  that  evening  worrying  and 
sweating  it  out  in  that  stuff'y  projection 
booth. 

Nickelodeon  operators  became  ac- 
customed to  turning  the  hand  cranks  on 
the  Edisons  until  it  became  almost  an 
automatic  operation.  I  was  able  to 
change  the  cranking  from  right  to  left 
hand  without  altering  the  speed  of  the 
machine.  There  was  no  leaving  the  ma- 
chine to  do  other  chores.  Operators  to- 
day, however,  have  motorized,  fireproof 
machines  that  cost  up  to  $20,000  each. 
These  men  have  it  easy  compared  to 
what  nickelodeon  operators  experienced. 

By  the  time  The  Birth  of  a  Nation 
was  released,  there  were  many  road 
shows  which  carried,  besides  the  or- 
chestra and  sound  efl'ects  given  behind 
the  screen,  two  projectors  with  motors 


"For  pity's  sake,  sir,  why  don't  you  just  keep  out  of  it  and  let  your  wife  decide? 
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attached.  This  was  the  forerunner  of 
projection  machines  with  motors  built 
inside  the  case. 

Competition  for  film  was  keen  in 
nickelodeon  days.  There  were  only  a 
few  film  exchanges,  and  theater  owners 
everywhere  bid  against  one  another  for 
whatever  film  was  available.  As  this  sit- 
uation continued  week  after  week, 
Harry  and  I  used  some  of  our  nickelo- 
deon profits  to  found  a  film  exchange  of 
our  own.  We  began  to  buy  and  sell  film 
on  a  rental  basis.  Within  a  month  we 
had  film  exchanges  established  in  Mil- 
waukee, Chicago,  and  St.  Louis.  That's 
how  fast  things  moved  in  the  early  days 
of  the  movie  industry. 

By  midsummer  1905  the  heat  in  Chi- 
cago's poorly  ventilated  nickelodeons 
was  intense,  and  attendance  began  to 
drop  off.  Viewing  our  fast-growing  film 
exchange  business,  Harry  and  I  decided 
to  close  our  nickelodeons  and  devote 
all  our  time  to  the  new  endeavor. 

We  suffered  no  loss  in  closing  our 
nickelodeons.  Equipment  had  been 
rented,  the  profits  had  been  good,  and 
we  had  learned  a  great  deal  about  enter- 
taining the  public. 

Within  two  years  Chicago  boasted 
116  nickelodeons,  and  on  the  west  side 
of  the  city  William  N.  Selig  was  making 
the  Count  of  Monte  Cristo  with  Ho- 
bart  Bosworth  in  the  leading  role.  Es- 
sanay  Film  Co.,  too,  established  a  studio 
in  Chicago. 

Within  two  years,  too,  Harry  and  I 
had  established  more  than  35  film  ex- 
changes here  and  abroad,  and  I  regular- 
ly traveled  to  London  and  Paris  to  buy 
and  sell  films  to  supply  our  many  clients. 
Harry  saw  an  opportunity  for  us  to  be- 
come movie  producers;  so,  without  giv- 
ing up  the  film  exchange  organization, 
we  organized  Mutual  Film  Co.,  Tri- 
angle Film  Co.,  and  then  Epoch  Film 
Co.  This  growth,  fantastic  as  I  view  it 
now,  resulted  in  our  producing  2,500 
silent  movies  between  1911  and  1918. 
It  culminated  in  the  12-reel  Birth  of  a 
Nation  which  is  still  being  shown  peri- 
odically in  theaters  here  and  abroad. 
This  picture  early  reached  a  high  gross 
which  astounded  the  film  industry  and 
also  our  bankers. 

When  we  shocked  the  film  industry 
by  showing  The  Birth  of  a  Nation  at  the 
Liberty  Theatre,  New  York,  at  an  ad- 
mission price  of  $2,  Harry  said  to  me, 
as  we  sat  at  dinner  in  a  fine  restaurant, 
"Remember  the  five-cent  nickelodeon 
days,  Roy?" 

I  certainly  did.  I  still  remember  them 
to  this  day— 52  years  later.  Nickelodeons 
to  me  were  doorsteps  to  exciting,  in- 
comparable experiences  in  an  industry 
which  even  superlatives  cannot  fully 
describe.  the  end 
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Not  far  over  the  hoiizon,  designers  see  more  plastics  and  prefabrication 
in  housing;  turbine  engines;  greater  use  of  helicopters;  and  wall-size  TV. 

•  •  • 

As  immediate  and  dramatic  as  any  of  the  new  goods  are  the  latest  men's 
suits.  Here  the  synthetic  fibers  —  with  which  you  are  already  familiar  in 
shirts,  socks,  underwear,  rainwear,  and  summer  suits  —  finally  are  invading 
the  middleweight  and  winterweight  lines.  In  short,  the  winter  wash-and- 
wear  garment  is  here,  making  such  clothing  available  for  the  entire  year. 

Actually,  the  newcomers  are  of  two  types:  (1)  a  blend  of  synthetic  and 
natural  fibers  which  must  be  dry-cleaned,  and  (2)  the  rayon-Dacron  mix- 
tures which  can  be  machine-washed  and  tumble-dried.  In  both,  the  major 
talking  point  is  wrinkle-resistance  and  shape-retention. 

As  a  further  clue  to  the  potential  of  this  clothing  market:  DuPont,  which 
just  about  had  the  fiber  field  to  itself  via  Dacron.  is  now  being  joined  by  an 
equally  worthy  colleague  —  Eastman  Kodak  whose  Chemical  Products  divi- 
sion is  launching  a  synthetic  bearing  the  trade  name  Kodel. 

•  •  e 

Sooner  or  later  in  this  complicated  world  some  seemingly  innocent  prob- 
lem gets  out  of  hand  and  unexpectedly  throws  you.  Here  are  three  typical 
cases  recently  in  the  news,  together  with  comments  on  them: 

I.  PARTY-LINE  TELEPHONE:  When  frantic  parents  tried  to  break 
through  a  party-line  conversation  to  get  help  for  a  child  stricken  with  heart 
trouble,  the  people  on  the  line  wouldn't  yield.  Eventually  the  child  died. 

Comment:  To  begin  with,  don't  rely  on  the  operator  to  umpire  party-line 
traffic;  she  can't  hear  a  third  person's  jiggling.  Therefore  24  States  have  laws 
making  it  a  serious  offense  to  block  emergency  calls;  for  the  rest,  you'll 
have  to  rely  on  your  neighbor's  good  will.  However,  if  there  are  recurrent 
emergencies  in  your  family,  neither  the  law  nor  good  will  are  apt  to  be 
enough;  a  private  wire  is  the  only  answer,  if  one  is  available. 

II.  CREDIT  CARDS:  A  fellow  lost  his  credit  card  and  didn't  miss  it  until 
an  unknown  finder  had  run  up  an  enormous  gasoline  bill  to  his  account. 

Comment:  Treat  your  credit  card  as  if  it  were  cash.  For  in  a  sense,  that's 
just  what  it  is.  The  minute  you  sign  it,  it's  a  negotiable  instrument,  and 
you  are  liable  for  the  bills  until  you  stop  or  lapse  it.  If  you  lose  it,  imme- 
diately notify  the  people  who  issued  it  (specify  the  serial  number  if  you  can). 

III.  IDENTIFICATION:  After  New  York  City  passed  a  law  against  jay- 
walking, an  offender  was  hauled  to  the  nearest  station  house  because  he 
couldn't  identify  himself.  What  about  that? 

Com7?ient;  Unlike  totalitarian  nations,  the  U.  S.  has  no  law  requiring 
citizens  to  carry  identification  papers.  Failure  to  do  so,  however,  may  lead 
to  many  a  temporary  embarrassment.  Your  best  bet  is  to  have  a  paper 
which  (1)  describes  you,  and  (2)  shows  your  signature  (a  photograph  is 
useful,  too).  The  most  common  document  fitting  these  requirements  is  a 
driver's  license.  Moreover,  it's  a  good  idea  to  carry  a  note  on  your  blood 
type;  it  could  save  your  life  (which  is  why  it  was  on  your  dog  tags). 

•  •  • 

Note  all  the  campaigns  urging  you  to  get  your  eyes  checked  oftener. 
There's  a  good  reason  for  these  proddings:  As  people  live  longer,  eye  dis- 
eases become  more  of  a  serious  problem. 

High  on  the  list  is  glaucoma,  a  sight-killer  caused  by  too  much  pressure 
within  the  eye.  Because  fluids  aren't  drained  off  properly,  vision  gets 
"smoky"  in  one  or  both  eyes,  headaches  plague  the  victim,  and  he  often  has 
the  illusion  of  seeing  halos  or  rainbows  around  lights.  Fortunately,  though, 
detection  of  the  disease  is  fairly  simple  and  it  definitely  can  be  arrested. 
Neglect  will  lead  to  blindness. 

Cataracts  similarly  will  cause  loss  of  sight.  They  are  a  clouding  of  the  lens 
inside  the  eye,  and  the  only  possible  cure  is  surgery  (effective  95  percent 
of  the  time).  Cataracts,  incidentally,  oftenest  occur  in  persons  over  55. 
though  infants  may  inherit  the  defect. 

Says  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness:  After  40,  see  a 
competent  eye  man  every  two  years  and  get  a  thorough  examination. 

—  By  Edgar  A.  Grumvald 


Afflicted  With  Getting  Up  Nights, 
Pains  in  Back,  Hips,  Legs, 
Nervousness,  Tiredness. 

If  you  are  a  victim  of  the  above  symp- 
toms, the  trouble  may  be  due  to  Gland- 
ular Inflammation.  A  constitutional  Dis- 
ease for  which  it  is  futile  for  sufferers 
to  try  to  treat  themselves  at  home. 

To  men  of  middle  age  or  past  this 
type  of  inflammation  occurs  frequently. 
It  is  accompanied  by  loss  of  physical 
vigor,  graying  of  hair,  forgetfulness  and 
often  increase  in  weight.  Neglect  of 
such  Inflammation  causes  men  to  grow 
old  before  their  time — premature  senil- 
ity and  possible  incurable  conditions. 

Most  men,  if  treatment  is  taken  in 
time,  can  be  successfully  NON-SURGI- 
CALLY  treated  for  Glandular  Inflam- 
mation. If  the  condition  is  aggravated 
by  lack  of  treatment,  surgery  may  be 
the  only  chance. 
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The  NON-SURGICAL  New  Type  treat- 
ments used  at  the  Excelsior  Medical 
Clinic  are  the  result  of  discoveries  in 
recent  years  of  new  techniques  and 
drugs  plus  over  20  years  research  by 
scientific  technologists  and  Doctors. 

The  Excelsior  Medical  Clinic  is  de- 
voted particularly  to  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  older  men.  Men  from  all 
walks  of  life  and  from  over  1,000  com- 
munities have  been  successfully  treated 
here  at  Excelsior  Springs.  They  found 
soothing  and  comforting  relief  and  new 
health  in  life. 
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and  then  you  decide 
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TIGERS  OVER  RANGOON 
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silence  was  broken  only  by  the  tinkle  of 
temple  bells  and  the  occasional  piercing 
cry  of  some  tropical  bird.  It  was  omi- 
nous, this  stillness.  One  could  almost 
hear  the  muffled  roll  of  drums  heralding 
the  big  act,  just  about  to  commence. 

On  the  bright,  hot  morning  of  De- 
cember 23  the  AVG  pilots  and  ground 
crews  relaxed  in  the  cool  shade  of  the 
big  alert  tent.  It  looked  like  another  un- 
eventful day.  Husky,  square-jawed 
"Pea"  Greene,  clad  only  in  cowboy 
boots,  khaki  shorts,  and  a  pair  of  Texas 
six-shooters,  played  cards  with  smooth- 
faced Hank  Gilbert  who,  at  21,  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  group.  Neil 
Martin,  his  face  bronzed  by  the  Burma 
sun  and  his  blond  hair  cropped  close, 
lit  a  cigarette  and  leaned  back  con- 
templatively in  the  wicker  easy  chair. 
Shy,  boyish  Duke  Hedman  idly  beat  a 
tattoo  on  the  tent  post  with  a  pencil. 
Then  the  ancient  French  telephone  rang 
out,  shattering  the  quiet.  Olson  an- 
swered, slammed  down  the  receiver  and 
shouted,  "Japs.  Give  'em  hell!" 

There  was  no  need  to  explain.  This 
was  it!  Chairs  tumbled  as  the  men  tore 
out  of  the  tent  and  raced  over  the  turf 
for  planes  parked  in  the  shimmering  sun. 
Across  the  way,  RAF  fighter  engines 
bellowed  out.  Cockpits  were  blistering 
hot,  but  no  one  noticed.  Starters  whined. 
Motors  coughed  and  burst  into  thunder. 
Duke  Hedman  shoved  his  throttle  for- 
ward. The  airplane  shook,  rumbled  over 
the  dusty  field,  and  staggered  heavily  in- 
to the  air  in  front  of  two  RAF  aircraft 
boring  down  on  him  from  the  right.  All 
order  was  abandoned  in  the  wild  scram- 
ble for  takeoff.  Planes  crisscrossed  in 


clouds  of  dust.  In  minutes.  15  American 
Tomahawks  and  18  British  Buffaloes 
were  airborne. 

With  shark  noses  pointed  skyward, 
the  Americans  grouped  behind  George 
McMillan,  their  slender,  dark-haired 
flight  leader,  and  struggled  for  altitude. 
Burma's  ricefields  beneath  them— stretch- 
ing off  to  the  north  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  see— blurred  to  a  dull  green,  like 
a  sheet  of  soft  velvet.  As  they  climbed, 
nervous  thoughts  raced  through  the 
minds  of  the  15  pilots.  This  would  be 
their  first  fight.  Would  they  remember 
all  that  the  Old  Man  had  taught?  Team- 
work—Fight  in  pairs— Ann  those  guns— 
Never  dogfiight  with  a  Jap  plane;  too 
maneuveraMe—Strike  from  above,  flick 
out  a  quick  burst,  break  clean,  and  dive 
through  the  formation—Watch  that  tail 
—  Where  the  hell  is  the  main  tank  on  the 
Mitsubishi? 

The  thin  air  was  getting  cold  now. 
The  radio  crackled  with  the  blase  British 
voice  of  the  RAF  ground  controller. 
"Tally  'O.  En'my  ar'crarft  over  Bilin." 
Fifteen  minutes  away!  McMillan  looked 
around.  The  Buffaloes  were  nowhere  in 
sight. 

At  18,000  feet  they  leveled  off  and 
split  into  two  flights.  McMillan  led  one, 
and  Parker  Dupouy.  an  unruffled  New 
Englander,  took  the  other.  A  few  white 
clouds  hung  lazily  below  them.  To  the 
east  and  south  spread  the  incredible  co- 
balt blue  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Marta- 
ban.  Rangoon,  a  slate-colored  slab  in 
the  surface  haze,  crowded  the  banks  of 
the  murky  river.  But  there  in  the  heart 
of  the  city  shone  the  brilliant  golden 
dome  of  the  Shwe  Dagon  Pagoda— a  per- 


"Didn't  see  anything  you 
liked  at  the  sale,  dear?" 
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"Go  help  the  man 
unload  the  truck." 


feet  beacon  for  the  attacking  enemy. 

Anxious  eyes  searched  the  sky.  Sud- 
denly, flight  leader  McMillian  shook  his 
wings.  He  had  spotted  the  Japanese  for- 
mation! Closing  fast  from  the  east  was 
an  immense  array  of  aircraft.  Three 
thousand  feet  below  the  Americans,  54 
twin-engined  bombers  were  strung  out 
across  the  sky  like  monster  geese,  while 
high  above  soared  20  silver  fighters— the 
top  cover  of  Nakajima  97's  and  deadly 
Zeroes  poised  to  strike. 

"My  God!"  gulped  a  stocky  blond 
pilot  from  Iowa.  All  of  his  training 
hadn't  braced  him  for  that  first  throat- 
lumping  sight  of  the  foe. 

Glancing  uneasily  at  the  fighters 
above,  McMillan  muttered,  "Well,  here 
goes,"  and  pushed  his  P-40  over  in  a 
dive.  Faster,  faster  the  mottled  green 
bomber  loomed  in  his  gunsights— 800 
yards— left  rudder— 400  yards— javelins 
of  bright  red  tracer  fire  stabbed  from 
the  bomber's  turrets— 200  yards— NOW! 
Heavy  gun  recoil  jarred  him  as  he  fired. 
Smoking  tracers  buried  themselves  in 
the  bomber's  side.  A  blinding  explosion. 
Hard  over!  He  flashed  through  the 
shower  of  flaming  wreckage. 

Behind  him  plummetted  the  rest  of 
the  flight.  Charlie  Older  caught  the  for- 
mation leader  in  his  ring  sight,  and 
squeezed  the  trigger.  CRUMP!  CRUMP! 
The  .50-caliber  slugs  sank  into  the  fat 
green  bomber.  It  blew  up  in  a  sheet  of 
orange  flame.  Older's  plane  buffetted 
through  the  debris.  The  Japanese  pilots 
closed  the  gap.  The  eight  P-40's  pulled 
out  of  their  screaming  dives  with  wing- 
bending  force,  and  chandelied  back  up 
for  a  second  attack.  Swooping  through 
concentrated  cross  fire,  they  riddled  the 
enemy  formation  from  sides  and  front. 
Flame-swathed  planes  fell  earthward  as 
McMillan,  Older,  Hedman  all  scored 
for  the  second  and  third  times. 

"Tadpole"  Smith,  his  gangling  frame 
hunched  in  the  cramped  cockpit,  pulled 
up  behind  the  trail  bomber.  The  dis- 
tance shrank.  At  100  yards  the  Jap  tur- 
ret gunner  let  go.  Smith  saw  him  gri- 
macing behind  the  spitting  guns.  Bullets 
crashed  into  the  Tomahawk.  The  pro- 
peller hub  flew  off.  The  glass  canopy 
shattered,  scant  inches  over  his  head. 
Reeking  gasoline  fumes  and  the  stench 
of  tracer-scorched  metal  filled  the  cock- 
pit. At  25  yards  he  squeezed  the  trigger. 
Tracer  plumes  walked  up  the  side  of  the 
enemy  craft.  Smoking  chunks  of  metal 
flew  off.  The  huge  plane  rolled  over, 
wrapped  in  fire. 

But  enemy  slugs  had  hit  the  control 
mechanism  of  one  of  Smith's  guns.  It 
continued  to  pump  away.  He  shoved  the 
throttle  home  and  closed  in  on  the  next 
Jap  in  formation.  Bullets  from  the  run- 
away gun  chewed  into  the  wing  of  the 
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bomber.  It  dropped,  trailing  black 
smoke.  Smith  swung  out  in  a  tight  bank 
and  bored  back  in  to  knock  down  his 
third  victim. 

By  now  Dupouy's  group  was  tramp- 
ing the  second  element  of  the  attacking 
bombers,  and  the  Jap  fighters  had  joined 
the  tray.  In  a  wild  melee  of  twisting, 
zooming  planes  the  fight  went  on.  Men 
soaked  with  sweat  worked  furiously, 
with  hands  gripping  stick  and  throttle, 
feet  kicking  rudder  pedals,  and  eyes 
glued  to  gunsights.  Neil  Martin  whipped 
over  and  dove  on  the  flank  of  the  for- 
mation. Twenty-odd  turret  gunners 
aimed  at  him.  The  savage  fusillade 
smashed  into  his  plane.  It  staggered, 
then  rolled  into  a  spin  to  crash  in  the 
ricefields  below.  The  23-year-old  Arkan- 
sas pilot  was  the  first  Flying  Tiger  to  die 
in  combat. 

While  Pea  Greene  and  Hank  Gilbert 
were  working  over  bomber  stragglers, 
six  Jap  fighters  dropped  out  of  the  sun. 
First  they  hit  Gilbert.  His  riddled  air- 
craft fell,  carrying  the  second  Tiger  to 
his  death.  Green  was  next.  From  above, 
below,  behind,  they  swarmed  on  him. 
Slugs  thudded  against  the  armor  plate, 
laced  the  wings,  chewed  up  the  tail.  He 
pushed  over  in  a  dive,  but  it  was  too 
late.  The  heavy  fighter  flopped  out  of 
control  in  wild  gyrations.  He  bailed  out 
and  pulled  the  cord.  Now  the  Japs 
peeled  off',  firing  at  him  as  he  dangled 
helplessly  from  the  billowing  chute. 
Cursing,  he  jerked  the  harness  to  spill 
air  at  each  pass.  It  worked.  Greene  hit 
in  a  ricefield  near  Mingaladon.  alive  but 
shaken  from  a  hard  landing  in  the  per- 
forated parachute. 

Like  a  violent  rain  squall,  the  battle 
ended  as  suddenly  as  it  had  begun.  The 
enemy  was  gone.  With  wind  whistling 
through  bullet  holes  in  their  planes,  the 
Americans  circled  to  land.  Black  smoke 
hung  over  Rangoon,  and  fires  blazed  in 
the  dock  area.  So  some  of  the  bombers 
had  got  through!  Approaching  Mingala- 
don field,  they  saw  gaping  bomb  cra- 
ters. Here  too!  One  by  one  they  landed 
gingerly  among  the  holes.  Exhausted 
from  the  strain  of  their  baptism  of  fire, 
but  grinning  and  happy,  the  Tigers 
climbed  from  their  P-40's  to  be  met  by 
an  equally  happy  ground  crew.  The  RAF 
Buffaloes  were  just  coming  in.  They  had 
finally  made  contact  with  the  fleeing 
enemy  at  the  end  of  the  fight. 

The  AVG  alert  tent  was  a  scene  of 
bedlam,  with  laughing,  cursing  men  all 
talking  at  once,  like  the  locker  room  of 
an  underdog  football  team  that  had  just 
beaten  the  champs. 

'"The  way  those  damned  Japs  were 
falling,"  laughed  armorer  Hook  Wag- 
ner, "looked  like  somebody  dumped  a 
waste  basket  upside  down!" 

"I'd  rather  fight  those  bastards  than 
eat,"  announced  a  battle-worn  pilot, 
stuffing  a  candy  bar  in  his  mouth. 


"Me  too,"  said  McMillan  grimly.  "It's 
going  to  be  a  pleasure  to  make  'em  pay 
for  Martin  and  Gilbert." 

An  RAF  pilot  taxied  up  to  the  tent 
and  yelled  over  the  noise  of  his  idling 
engine.  "I  say,  who's  the  ruddy  idiot  in 
your  bleeding  outfit?  I  saw  'im  flying  in 
the  middle  of  the  Nip  formation,  shoot- 
in'  away.  Bloody  good  show!" 

The  "ruddy  idiot"  was  quiet,  bashful 
Duke  Hedman.  Not  content  with  his 
three  victories,  he  fell  in  with  the  re- 
treating enemy  and  bagged  two  more  to 
become  an  ace  20  minutes  after  he  had 
seen  his  first  Jap. 

"Figured  it  was  the  safest  place  to 
be,"  he  said. 

"How'd  we  do?"  someone  asked. 

How  did  they  do,  these  greenhorns? 
In  this  first  encounter  with  the  experi- 
enced, battle-wise  enemy  they  were 
officially  credited  with  destroying  ten 
aircraft  —  six  bombers  and  four  fighters 
—  but  reports  trickled  in  to  tell  of  many 
more  burning  wrecks  scattered  through 
the  ricefields  and  jungles  of  the  Burma 
countryside.  Twenty-four,  to  be  exact! 
And  this  was  only  the  beginning. 
Greater  victories  against  greater  odds 
were  to  stamp  the  hallmark  of  fame  on 
the  Group. 

The  coming  of  war  to  Rangoon  threw 
the  city  into  panic.  Two  thousand  peo- 
ple were  killed  in  that  first  bombing,  and 
a  great  exodus  began.  By  foot,  bicycle, 
and  oxcart  they  left,  heading  for  India, 
700  miles  away.  The  natives  left,  that  is. 
British  residents  stayed,  to  "caddy  on" 
as  usual  with  full  dress  affairs  at  the 
bomb-shattered  Strand  Hotel. 

At  Mingaladon  the  Burmese  cooks 
deserted,  leaving  the  AVG  without  a 
mess.  For  two  days  the  Americans  lived 
on  stale  bread  and  warm  beer.  It  was  on 
Christmas  afternoon  that  their  fast  was 
broken  when  a  grateful  friend  drove  out 
from  Rangoon  with  a  truckload  of  fancy 
food  and  Scotch  whisky. 

The  jubilation  of  the  volunteers  soon 
gave  way  to  seriousness  as  they  plunged 
in  to  prepare  for  the  next  encounter. 
That  night  there  wasn't  the  usual  rowdy 
evening  at  Rangoon's  Silver  Grill,  no 
rousing  choruses  of  Bless  'Ein  All  with 
the  Limeys.  Instead,  they  worked  late 
patching  the  battered  Tomahawks  —  re- 
placing shot-away  windshields  and  plug- 
ging bullet  holes  with  pieces  of  tin  cans. 

They  knew  the  attack  was  coming. 
The  enemy  told  them  so  in  an  English 
language  broadcast  that  described  the 
battle  of  that  afternoon  as  the  first  step 
in  a  "systematic  elimination  of  the 
American  bandits  and  their  thousands 
of  planes,"  and  promised  the  final  stroke 
on  Christmas  morning  when  the  foe 
would  play  Santa  Claus  with  presents  of 
"poison  gas,  paratroops,  and  hundreds 
of  planes."  The  Tigers  looked  at  their 
12  remaining  aircraft  and  didn't  feel  too 
tigerlike.  After  all,  luck  might  have  ac- 
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counted  for  that  first  wonderful  success. 

On  Christmas  morning,  as  a  gaudy 
red  and  yellow  sunrise  burst  over  Bur- 
mese skies,  the  Flying  Tigers  were  up 
and  waiting  for  the  slant-eyed  Santa 
Claus.  At  ten  o'clock  his  approach  was 
announced  by  the  air  raid  siren,  and  12 
Americans  scrambled  aloft.  Among  the 
veterans  of  December  23  were  some 
pilots  who  had  sweated  out  that  first 
bombing  crouched  ignominiously  in 
dusty  ditches.  They  swore  they'd  be  the 
first  in  the  air  next  time.  One  of  these, 
"Fearless  Freddy"  Hodges,  leaped  out 
of  his  sick  bed  in  the  RAF  field  hos- 
pital, clambered  into  a  P-40,  and  pre- 
pared to  do  combat  wearing  only  his 
drawers. 

Circling  in  the  chill  air  high  over 
Rangoon,  the  Americans  soon  sighted 
the  attackers.  .Stacked  in  groups  that  ap- 
peared to  cover  the  whole  sky  were  bom- 
bers and  fighters  —  123  of  them!  Grit- 
ting their  teeth,  the  Tigers  plunged  into 
a  furious,  swirling  fight.  For  an  hour 
perspiring  pilots  mauled  their  planes 
through  a  mad  frenzy  of  flashing  wings, 
hammering  guns,  and  violent  maneuvers. 
They  sucked  in  the  rotten  smell  of  ox- 
ygen through  clammy  rubber  masks,  and 
heard  the  thud  of  bullets,  like  heavy 
hail,  hitting  their  craft.  They  sagged  un- 
der the  terrific  pull  of  "G's"  in  sharp 
turns  and  saw  the  enemy  blow  up  in 
blinding  sheets  of  flame  as  their  tracers 
hit  home.  Below,  on  the  streets  of  Ran- 
goon, people  braved  the  bombs  to 
gather  in  knots  watching  the  raging  air 
battle  between  the  many  and  the  few, 
and  cheering  themselves  hoarse  for  their 
defenders. 

George  McMillan  and  Ed  Overend 
were  shot  out  of  the  fight  and  crash- 
landed  in  the  paddies.  Parker  Dupouy, 


diving  on  a  Zero,  pulled  out  too  late  and 
sheared  off  the  Jap's  wing,  to  send  him 
spinning  crazily  earthward.  But  Parker 
lost  half  of  his  own  right  wing.  By  brute 
force  he  wrestled  the  damaged  P-40 
back  to  Mingaladon  and  greased  it  in 
for  a  hot  landing  in  the  midst  of  a  straf- 
ing attack. 

Suddenly  it  was  all  over.  When  the 
nine  AVG's  landed,  dust  shook  up  by 
bombs  still  hung  in  the  air.  After  this, 
their  second  meeting  with  a  vastly  su- 
perior Japanese  force,  they  were  weary 
and  happy.  And  now  they  had  confi- 
dence. They  knew  that  Chennault  had 
taught  them  well.  Mere  luck  could  not 
have  accounted  for  such  success.  Against 
a  loss  of  two  aircraft  —  no  pilots  —  they 
had  destroyed  36!  Again  the  unofficial 
count  was  higher.  In  contrast,  the  RAF, 
who  joined  the  fray  in  its  later  stages, 
lost  nine  of  their  own,  and  claimed  only 
seven  Japs. 

What  was  left  of  the  AVG  3rd  Squad- 
ron fought  once  more  on  December  28 
against  a  formation  of  45  invaders. 
They  shot  down  eight  bombers  without 
loss  to  themselves.  Then  the  Old  Man 
sent  the  tired,  hungry  warriors  north  to 
rest  in  the  cool  of  the  Chinese  winter. 
In  their  place  came  Scarsdale  Jack 
Newkirk's  2nd  Squadron.  No  sooner 
had  his  12  pilots  landed  than  the  alarm 
sounded,  and  they  went  up  to  greet  the 
foe.  Newkirk's  reception  committee  tore 
into  the  visitors  and  in  a  fast,  furious 
skirmish  sent  18  of  them  crashing  to  the 
green  of  Burma's  earth.  One  American, 
Bert  Christman,  bailed  out  but  walked 
into  the  alert  tent  a  few  hours  later. 

And  so  it  went.  Day  after  day  the 
desperate  Japanese  threw  blows  at  Ran- 
goon. They  couldn't  grasp  air  superior- 
ity over  Burma  until  that  handful  of 


shark-snouted  destroyers  was  wiped  out. 
It  should  have  been  easy.  After  the  RAF 
squadron  had  dwindled  to  nothing,  there 
were  only  a  dozen  battered  Tomahawks 
to  ward  off  the  attacks  of  massed  air 
fleets.  At  times  the  volunteers  could  only 
muster  five  or  six  planes.  But  after  ten 
days  of  almost  daily  battles,  the  foe  gave 
up  and  stayed  home  to  lick  his  wounds. 
He  had  lost  more  than  100  aircraft, 
and  had  killed  only  two  AVG  pilots.  He 
still  could  not  attack  military  objectives 
in  the  vital  Rangoon  area  without  pay- 
ing a  terrific  price  to  the  "American 
bandits." 

During  the  lull  the  Tigers  chafed  at 
the  inactivity  through  long,  hot  days. 
At  night  they  held  forth  at  the  Silver 
Grill.  In  Rangoon  they  were  heroes. 
Most  of  the  aerial  scraps  had  been 
fought  within  sight  of  the  city,  and  the 
citizens  knew  that  except  for  them,  the 
bombers  would  have  reduced  the  place 
to  rubble.  The  Rangoon  Gazette  daily 
reserved  a  front  page  box  to  tell  their 
score.  And  the  Japanese  radio  fumed 
about  the  "unprincipled  guerrillas"  who 
fought  in  such  an  "unorthodox  man- 
ner." Unless  this  foolishness  ceased,  said 
an  irate  announcer,  they  would  be 
promptly  "annihilated."  As  if  the  Japs 
hadn't  tried! 

Newkirk,  tall,  hollow-cheeked,  and 
burning  with  nervous  energy,  could 
stand  it  no  longer.  Early  in  January  he 
took  matters  in  his  own  hands,  and  with 
Jim  Howard  and  Tex  Hill  invaded  the 
enemy's  stronghold  to  "stir  up  a  little 
action."  At  Tak  and  Meshot  airfields 
the  Tiger  trio  thundered  in  at  tree-top 
level  to  spray  rows  of  fighters  with  trac- 
ers. Their  prop  blasts  shook  the  palm 
trees.  Whipping  back  and  forth,  they 
flew  through  smoke,  flame,  and  heavy 
ground  fire  and  succeeded  in  demolish- 
ing dozens  of  planes  that  were  lined 
along  the  airstrips. 

Stir  up  action  they  did.  Beginning  the 
next  day  the  Japs  repaid  the  visit  with 
renewed  vigor.  Instead  of  wasting  bombs 
on  Rangoon,  they  aimed  their  entire  ef- 
fort at  the  Mingaladon  hornet's  nest, 
the  lair  of  the  Flying  Tigers.  A  new 
savage  fury  was  evident  in  the  assaults. 
At  any  cost  they  meant  to  do  away  with 
those  hated  civilians  flying  Chinese  air- 
craft. In  their  last  conscious  acts,  lead- 
filled  Japanese  pilots  crashed  into  the 
AVG  field.  Wave  after  wave  of  bombers 
and  fighters  were  dispatched,  at  inter- 
vals, in  an  attempt  to  wear  down  the 
defenders  and  catch  them  on  the  ground, 
but  the  volunteers'  crews  worked  too 
fast.  The  P-40's  were  gassed,  armed, 
and  airborne  again  in  record  time,  al- 
ways ready  and  waiting  for  each  new 
assault.  The  Tigers  weathered  the  storm. 
For  six  weeks  they  slugged  it  out.  When 
the  enemy  despaired  and  slacked  off, 
Newkirk,  Pappy  Paxton,  Tom  Cole, 
Dick  Rossi,  and  Bob  Neale  needled  them 


into  new  rage  by  strafing  their  fields. 

Even  without  the  Japs  to  contend 
with,  every  flight  in  the  battered  planes 
was  an  adventure.  Engines  long  past  due 
for  overhaul  groaned  and  leaked  oil; 
fabric  was  stuck  together  with  adhesive 
tape  from  medical  kits;  bullet-punctured 
propeller  blades  shrieked  horribly  when 
revved  up.  In  late  January  Sandy  San- 
dell  and  his  1st  Squadron  relieved  New- 
kirk,  and  on  one  glorious  day,  during 
the  overlap,  they  enjoyed  the  luxury  of 
putting  18  planes  into  a  battle  —  the 
most  at  any  one  time  in  the  entire  his- 
tory of  the  Group. 

There  were  casualties.  The  wonder 
was  that  there  were  so  few.  Ken  Merritt 
was  killed  on  the  ground  during  a  night 
scramble.  The  field  was  lighted  only  by 
the  dim  headlights  of  a  few  trucks.  Tom 
Cole,  Ed  Liebolt,  and  Charlie  Mott  flew 
into  murderous  ground  fire  while  straf- 
ing enemy  fields.  Sandy  Sandell,  quiet 
and  unassuming,  but  one  of  the  most 
aggressive  and  brilliant  Tigers  in  a  fight, 
died  while  testing  a  pieced-together 
Tomahawk.  His  plane  simply  fell  apart. 
And  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  the 
American  Volunteer  Group,  only  two 
more  pilots  were  shot  down  in  aerial 
combat.  Forty-four-year-old  Cokey 
Hofi'man  went  down  under  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  a  squadron  of  fighters,  and 
blond,  handsome  Bert  Christman.  the 
originator  of  a  syndicated  comic  strip 
who,  joined  the  AVG  to  gain  firsthand 
material  for  his  work,  was  murdered 
while  descending  in  his  parachute.  He 
had  just  been  shot  out  of  the  air  for  the 
third  time  in  as  many  weeks. 

During  their  two-month  stay  in  Ran- 
goon the  Flying  Tigers  wrote  history. 
Their  record  has  never  been  equaled. 
This  tiny  force  was  oflicially  credited 
with  217  enemy  aircraft  in  that  brief 
period,  but  the  actual  count  was  well 


over  300.  The  hard-pressed  Chinese 
Government,  which  paid  $500  for  each 
plane,  was  known  to  be  harsh  in  its 
confirmation  policies. 

How  did  they  do  it?  Certainly  not  be- 
cause of  superior  equipment.  The  Army 
Air  Forces,  flying  P-40's  in  Australia 
against  the  same  type  Japanese  aircraft 
that  fought  the  Tigers,  had  dismal  re- 
sults and  blamed  their  obsolete  Toma- 
hawks. Esprit  de  corps?  Yes,  partially. 
But  any  member  of  the  American  Vol- 
unteer Group  would  have  said,  as  if  it 
were  a  stupid  question  to  begin  with, 
that  it  was  the  genius  of  their  Old  Man 
—  that  hard-as-nails,  yet  beloved.  South- 
ern gentleman,  Claire  Chennault  —  that 
guided  them  to  victory  against  terrific 
odds. 

On  February  28,  1942,  the  battle  for 
Rangoon  ended.  The  Japanese  Army 
was  a  day's  march  away.  A  shambles 
surrounded  the  golden  dome  of  the  Shwe 
Dagon  Pagoda.  Inmates  of  the  prison, 
insane  asylum,  and  leper  colony  had 
been  released,  and  terror  was  rampant. 
It  was  ironic  that  in  those  last  days  the 
only  defense  of  the  great  city  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  American  civilians,  the 
same  "farmers,"  '"acrobats,"  and  "stu- 
dents" who  had  caused  such  snickers 
short  months  before.  But  it  was  no 
longer  possible  to  stave  off  the  invader. 
They  had  to  go.  The  AVG  ground 
crews  evacuated  by  truck,  to  set  up  a 
new  camp  up  the  Burma  Road.  The 
fight  would  continue.  As  squadron  lead- 
er Bob  Neale  climbed,  with  his  five 
remaining  planes,  out  of  the  muggy  sur- 
face haze,  he  looked  back.  A  heavy 
smoke  pall  lay  over  the  city.  It  was  on 
fire.  But  he  had  no  regrets.  They  had 
fought  well.  The  world  would  long  re- 
member the  fabulous  exploits  of  that 
handful  of  Tigers  over  Rangoon. 

THE  END 
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BE  FREE  FROM  TRUSS  SLAVERY 

Surely  you  want  to  T  H  R  O  W  A  \V  A  Y 
TRUSSES  FOREVER,  be  rid  of  Rupture  Wor- 
ries. Then  Why  put  up  with  we.iring  a  BripniK. 
chafing  and  unsanitary  truss.  For  there  is  now  a 
new  modern  Non-Surgical  treatment  that  is  de- 
signed to  permanently  correct  rupture.  These 
Non-Surgical  treatments  are  so  certain,  that  a 
Lifetime  Certificate  of  As.surance  is  given. 

Write  today  for  our  New  FREE  Book  that 
gives  facts  that  may  save  you  painful,  expensive 
surgery.  Tells  how  non-surgically  you  may  again 
work,  live,  play,  love  and  enjoy  life  in  the  man- 
ner you  desire.  Write  to<la.\ — Dept.  H-1105. 
Excelsior  Medical  Clinic,  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo. 
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TROUBLE  AHEAD  IN  LATIN  AMERICA 

 (Coiitiiiiied  from  page  2? ) 


Chilean  copper  to  Iron  Curtain  coun- 
tries. Struggling  with  an  acute  inflation- 
ary virus,  Chile  is  becoming  fertile  soil 
for  Soviet  economic  intrigue. 

In  Argentina,  where  President  Fron- 
dizi  opened  his  regime  by  appointing 
Isidro  J.  Odena  (an  undisguised  com- 
munist fellow  traveler)  as  the  chief  of 
his  secretariat,  perhaps  in  reward  for 
communist  support  in  1958,  trade  ties 
with  Russia  and  the  satellites  are  in- 
creasing. An  Argentine  trade  mission 
visited  the  Iron  Curtain  countries  in 
1958.  Russia  is  dangling  before  Argen- 
tina the  promise  of  sizable  economic  aid 
to  develop  oil  production,  which  is  a 
state  monopoly.  All  the  satellites  which 
are  now  trading  with  Argentina— East 
Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  Poland,  and 
Red  China— are  offering  credit  terms 
which  the  United  States  can't  meet. 

Uruguay,  suffering  a  major  depres- 
sion, blames  United  States  duties  on 
wool  tops— the  nation's  main  export— for 
her  troubles.  She  is  now  being  cultivated 
by  Russia  and  Rumania  with  offers  for 
oil  supply  below  listed  international 
prices. 

Colombia,  with  a  burdensome  surplus 
of  coffee,  is  receiving  the  Soviet  bloc 
offers  of  a  barter  deal  which  would  ex- 
change communist  products  for  coffee. 

The  communist  bagmen  are  all  over 
Latin  America,  plying  an  economic  war- 
fare which  has  direct  political  planning. 
The  fact  that  the  United  States,  through 
its  Export-Import  Bank,  authorized 
loans  of  $1,354,000,000  to  Latin 
America  between  1953  and  1957  is 
proving  no  handicap  to  the  Russian 
schemers.  Nor  are  they  bothered  by  the 


additional  fact  that  Soviet  trade  with 
that  region  is  still  only  a  trickle  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  counting  upon  the  old  political 
rule  that  beneficiaries  are  notoriously 
short-memoried  and  that  only  aid  in  the 
current  hopper  has  meaning. 

As  Senator  George  A.  Smathers  of 
Florida  has  put  it: 

"When  we  create  a  trade  vacuum, 
the  Russians  spring  forth,  offer- 
ing trade  deals  galore.  In  Brazil, 
in  the  Argentine,  in  Colombia, 
Soviet  trade  delegations  have  ar- 
ranged   programs  —  selling  oil 
equipment,  buying  coffee  which 
they  do  not  use,  buying  copper  at 
losing  prices— all  with  the  hope 
of  infiltrating  these  countries  as 
successfully  as  they  infiltrated 
the  Middle  East." 
The  analogy  which  Senator  Smathers 
selected  is  painful.  A  few  years  ago  the 
suggestion  that  the  Soviet  bloc  could 
successfully  penetrate  the  Arab  nations 
would  have  seemed  as  fantastic  as  the 
present  suggestion  that  this  hemisphere 
is  in  danger.  And  yet,  in  three  quick 
years  the  whole  Arab  bloc,  with  scatter- 
ing exceptions,  has  been  lost  to  the  West. 
Men  who  know  Latin  America  are  con- 
vinced that  much  of  Latin  America 
could  be  lost  with  equal  speed,  if  we 
are  heedless  of  present  danger  warnings. 

Another  talking  point  of  Latin  Ameri- 
can critics  of  United  States  policy  is  the 
lag  in  foreign  aid.  Statistically,  the 
American  case  is  almost  indefensible. 
Total  foreign  aid  spendings  by  the 
United  States  between  July  I.  1945,  and 
October  1.  1957,  were  $60,900,000,000. 


Of  this,  only  $1,600,000,000,  or  2.6 
percent  of  the  total,  went  to  Latin 
America.  Little  wonder  that  the  Latin 
American  has  begun  to  feel  that  he  has 
been  cast  for  the  role  of  forgotten  man. 

How  is  America  meeting  these  recur- 
ring problems?  It  is  clear  that  Washing- 
tion  recognizes  that  we  have  frequently 
missed  the  bus  in  Latin  America,  but  in 
its  belated  acceptance  of  this  harsh  fact 
it  has  given  no  indication  that  it  has 
now  charted  a  reasonable  course  for  the 
months  and  years  ahead.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  is  evidence  that  the  United 
States  is  beset  by  confusion  and  doubt, 
and  no  clear  picture  emerges  showing 
how  we  should  proceed  in  Latin  Ameri- 
ca. Washington  is  vacillating. 

This  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  United  States  has  now  accepted  the 
Kubitschek  proposal  for  setting  up  an 
inter-American  development  bank  un- 
der the  collective  control  of  all  the  na- 
tions which  would  participate  in  it.  Only 
last  year  the  United  States  rejected  such 
an  idea,  preferring  to  rely  upon  our  own 
Export-Import  Bank,  and  secondarily 
upon  the  agencies  of  the  United  Na- 
tions. The  logic  of  that  American  posi- 
tion is  sound:  as  long  as  we  exercise 
control,  through  the  Export-Import 
Bank,  over  the  money  that  we  allocate 
to  Latin  America,  we  have  the  power 
to  discourage  socialistic  and  uneconomic 
nationalistic  ventures  which  would 
plunge  the  Latin  America  economy  into 
worse  troubles  than  its  present  ones. 
This  position  is  fair,  just,  reasonable, 
logical. 

The  Kubitschek  proposal,  however, 
would  very  likely  establish  a  develop- 
ment bank  much  like  the  controversial 
SUNFED  proposal.  This  is  the  projected 
Special  U.  N.  Fund  for  Economic  De- 
velopment, for  which  it  is  estimated  that 
$50,000,000,000  would  be  needed  with- 
in a  decade.  If  the  United  States  falls 
for  this,  it  will  mean,  as  usual,  that  the 
United  States  will  be  the  biggest  con- 
tributor—but it  will  also  mean  that  we 
will  have  nothing  to  say  about  the 
spending  of  this  money.  It  seems  reason- 
able to  assume  that  if  the  Kubitschek 
proposal  for  an  inter-American  develop- 
ment bank  is  adopted,  such  a  bank 
would  operate  primarily  on  American 
money,  but  the  have-not  recipients  of 
this  money  would  have  the  power  to  dic- 
tate how  it  is  to  be  spent. 

Now,  however,  the  United  States  has 
backed  the  Kubitschek  proposal  in  an 
eleventh-hour  effort  to  appease  the  anti- 
Americans.  It  is  a  decision  that  involves 
admitted  risk. 

While  the  fountain  source  of  most  of 
our  dilemmas  in  Latin  America  is  eco- 
nomic, there  have  also  been  major  po- 
litical mistakes  in  our  past  relations. 


"If  you  want  to  get  married,  the  answer  is  yes. 
If  you  want  to  use  my  car,  the  answer  is  no!" 
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Some  of  these  mistakes  are  now  coming 
home  to  roost.  Outstanding  among  them 
has  been  our  persistent  failure  to  recog- 
nize the  nature  of  communist  tactics  in 
Latin  American  countries.  In  identifying 
our  communist  adversaries,  we  have 
used  a  yardstick  which  is  too  narrow  to 
include  some  of  the  most  dangerous 
troublemakers  in  the  hemisphere.  Well- 
meaning  Americans,  in  a  mistaken  de- 
votion to  abstract  liberalism,  have  en- 
couraged and  acclaimed  some  of  the 
men  who  are  openly  doing  Moscow's 
work. 

A  painful  instance  is  Cuba.  President 
Fulgencio  Batista  is  admittedly  the  head 
of  a  police  state.  But,  whatever  his  short- 
comings as  a  democratic  statesman,  no 
one  can  question  Batista's  value  as  a 
pro-American  pivot  in  the  Caribbean. 
Also,  since  the  beginning  of  the  Cold 
War,  he  has  been  a  bulwark  against  the 
communists  in  the  area.  Cuba,  under  his 
predecessor,  Prio  Socarras,  had  been  a 
complacent  base  for  the  communist- 
directed  Caribbean  Legion  in  its  fili- 
bustering expeditions  against  anticom- 
munists  in  the  Caribbean.  Batista 
stopped  that,  thus  thwarting  one  of  com- 
munism's most  effective  agencies. 

About  two  years  ago  word  passed 
down  the  line  in  New  York  and  Wash- 
ington that  Batista  must  go.  Leftist  Fidel 
Castro,  who  had  set  up  an  insurrection- 
ary base  in  the  mountains  of  Oriente 
Province,  was  given  the  nod  as  his  suc- 
cessor. Until  Castro  climaxed  his  murky 
career  by  kidnaping  28  American  Navy 
men  and  a  group  of  American  civilians, 
he  enjoyed  a  bright  picture  in  much  of 
the  American  press  as  a  new  Cuban 
liberator. 

The  Castro  rebellion,  which  is  still 
rumbling,  will  go  down  in  the  records 
as  a  fantastic  attempt  by  a  group  of 
American  newspapers  and  magazines  to 
encourage  armed  revolution  in  a  neigh- 
boring country.  At  its  height,  the  sober 
New  York  Times  sent  its  reporter  Her- 
bert L.  Matthews  to  Castro's  mountain 
fastness.  When  he  returned,  Matthews 
wrote  a  series  of  heavily  featured  Times 
stories  hailing  Castro  as  the  "Symbol"  of 
the  Cuban  people.  Life  magazine  built 
up  Castro  by  repeated  feature  spreads 
inflating  him  to  heroic  proportions.  Ed- 
ward R.  Murrow  of  CBS  sent  a  camera 
crew  to  Castro's  headquarters  to  do  a 
profile  which  was  run  twice  over  that 
extensive  network.  All  this  journalistic 
ballyhoo  was  designed  to  implant  the 
picture  in  the  American  mind  that  Fidel 
Castro  and  his  terrorists  were  fighting 
for  something  which  the  United  States 
approved  and  wanted. 

Had  these  hero-builders  taken  the 
time  to  look  into  the  Castro  background, 
they  would  not  have  made  this  absurd 
blunder.  His  record  was  available  to  any- 
one who  wanted  to  look  for  it.  The 
Mexico  City  Police  Department,  which 


raided  Castro's  Mexico  headquarters  on 
July  21,  1956,  had  a  fat  dossier  linking 
his  "26th  of  July  Movement"  with  no- 
torious communists.  But  perhaps  the 
best  characterization  of  Castro  is  that 
of  the  informed  Spruille  Braden,  former 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Ameri- 
can Republic  Afi'airs  and  former  Ameri- 
can Ambassador  to  Cuba.  Braden  said: 
"He  is  a  fellow  traveler,  if  not 
a   member  of  the  Communist 
Party,  and  has  been  for  a  long 
time.  He  was  a  ringleader  in  the 
bloody  uprising  in  Bogota,  Co- 
lombia, in  April,  1945.  .  .  .  The 
uprising    was    engineered  and 
staged  by  Communists  and  the 
Colombia     press  subsequently 
published  documentary  evidence 
of  Fidel  Castro's  role  as  a  leader 
of  the   rioting  which  virtually 
gutted  the  Colombia  capital.  The 
appearance  of  this  Cuban  at  the 
head  of  the  recent  uprising  in  his 
own  country  stamps  the  insurrec- 
tion as  another  part  of  the  devel- 
oping Communist  pattern  of  such 
subversion  throughout  Latin 
America." 
In  Venezuela.  Marcos  Perez  Jimenez 
was  a  military  dictator  who  tolerated 
little  political  opposition.  However,  he 
came  into  power  in  a  popular  revulsion 
against  the  demagogic  regime  of  the 
Accinu  Party  headed  by  Romulo  Betan- 
court,  a  former  member  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  and  a  lifelong  anti-Ameri- 
can. Perez  Jimenez,  whose  regime  fell 
in  January  1958,  received  the  award  of 
Order  of  Merit  from  President  Eisen- 
hower. 

Today,  Venezuela  finds  itself  in  a  sit- 
uation tailor-made  for  communism. 
Most  of  the  strong  anticommunist 
voices  in  the  country  have  been  either 
silenced  or  exiled,  the  Communist  Party 
has  been  reconstituted  and  all  of  its 
former  exiled  leaders  have  returned  to 
Venezuela.  Its  present  activist  strength 
is  seen  in  the  red  mob  of  20,000  which 
tormented  Vice  President  Nixon  on  his 
ride  through  the  streets  of  Caracas. 

Even  more  disturbing  is  the  fact  that 
the  Accion  Democratica  Party  of  Rom- 
ulo Betancourt.  the  principal  fellow 
traveling  party,  has  been  reorganized 
and  has  rapidly  mushroomed  into  the 
largest  political  formation  in  the  coun- 
try. Were  an  election  to  be  held  tomor- 
row, the  Accion  Party  would  have  the 
decisive  influence  in  its  outcome,  who- 
ever was  elected  President. 

That  party,  although  it  makes  a  pub- 
lic profession  of  anticommunism,  is 
bound  to  lead  to  eventual  communist 
control.  Betancourt  himself  has  been  de- 
scribed by  Senator  Olin  D.  Johnston  of 
South  Carolina  as  the  actual  leader  of 
all  the  communists  in  Latin  America. 

The  last  apparent  hope  of  heading  off 
the  capture  of  Venezuela  by  the  leftists 
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was  shattered  when  General  Jesus  Maria 
Castro  Leon,  Minister  of  Defense  in  the 
revolutionary  Larrazabal  government, 
demanded  last  July  that  the  Communist 
and  Accion  Parties  be  outlawed  before 
it  was  too  late.  Larrazabal,  who  is  a 
pawn  of  the  leftists,  rejected  the  de- 
mand and  the  street  mobs  rose  overnight 
to  prevent  a  coup  by  the  general.  Castro 
Leon  is  no  longer  in  Venezuela. 

The  logic  of  Americans  who  are  satis- 
fied with  a  Betancourt  in  Caracas  is  diffi- 
cult to  comprehend.  And  yet,  upon  the 
eve  of  his  return  trip  to  Venezuela, 
Romulo  Betancourt  was  accorded  a 
sendoff  banquet  in  New  York,  attended 
by  some  of  the  most  prominent  lumina- 
ries of  American  leftwing  movements. 

This  attitude  of  so  many  Americans 
on  Latin  American  politics  and  person- 
alities provides  a  smooth  track  for  com- 
munist plotters  in  the  Americas.  Such 
Americans  understandably  turn  in  hor- 
ror from  military  dictatorships  where 
civil  liberties  are  violated,  but  they  do 
not  show  equal  horror  of  the  dishonest 
leftist  parties  which  in  many  Latin 
American  countries  are  openly  prepar- 
ing the  way  for  an  ultimate  communist 
police  state.  Moscow  agents  have  merely 
to  mouth  the  phrases  of  "democracy" 
or  "anticommunism"  and  an  admiring 
claque  springs  up  around  them  in  liter- 
ary circles  in  New  York.  What  such 
Americans  fail  to  perceive,  in  their  hon- 
est desire  to  democratize  the  Americas, 
is  that  communism  at  this  stage  is  work- 
ing through  "Labor  Party"  and  "Peo- 
ples' Party"  stalking-horses  in  Latin 
America  instead  of  through  open  com- 
munists. 

The  pattern  was  revealed  in  Guate- 
mala where  Jacobo  Arbenz  ruled  in  the 
name  of  a  "Labor  Party,"  scoffing  at  all 
times  at  the  implication  that  he  was  a 
communist.  And  yet,  behind  his  "Labor 
Party"  front,  hardened  communists 
manipulated  the  strings  of  policy.  There 


is  little  doubt  that  the  same  strategy 
would  manifest  itself  in  other  countries, 
once  the  present  anticommunist  govern- 
ments were  overthrown.  The  giveaway 
of  these  parties  fronting  for  communism 
is  that  they  are  all  implicitly  or  openly 
anti-American. 

The  weakness  of  most  Americans  in 
coping  with  the  chameleon  activities  of 
communism  in  Latin  America  derives 
from  our  incurable  itch  to  transplant 
our  American  political  ways  to  our  al- 
lies. We  antagonize  our  own  friends  by 
well-meaning  interference  in  their  politi- 
cal life.  This  inveterate  American  fault 
was  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Henry  M.  Wris- 
ton,  president  of  the  Council  on  Foreign 
Relations,  when  he  stated,  on  a  TV  pro- 
gram last  August  17: 

"It  is  the  notion  that  anything 
that  is  wrong  anywhere  in  the 
world,  it's  up  to  us  to  fix  it.  I 
think  we  ought  to  cooperate.  I 
think  we  ought  to  work  through 
the  United  Nations.  I  think  we 
ought  to  make  suggestions.  But 
after  all,  if  there  is  to  be  inde- 
pendence in  those  nations,  and 
that's  what  we  want,  we  have  to 
leave  to  them  the  initiative  in  set- 
ting up  their  own  cooperative 
plans." 

Few  Americans  approve  dictatorship 
in  any  of  the  forms  which  it  has  as- 
sumed in  Latin  America.  Philosophical- 
ly, we  would  like  to  see  the  libertarian 
forces  prevail  in  all  these  nations.  But, 
as  political  realists,  we  know  that  we 
must  deal  with  our  allies  as  they  actu- 
ally are  and  not  as  we  would  like  them 
to  be. 

In  the  face  of  the  communist  peril, 
the  inescapable  yardstick  which  the 
United  States  must  apply  to  its  Latin 
American  allies  is  their  willingness  to 
cooperate  with  us  in  our  security  efforts 
against  communism.  If  they  are  not  on 
our  side  in  the  anticommunist  fight,  all 


their  democratic  pretenses  are  meaning- 
less. 

Americans  must  not  deceive  them- 
selves. Our  defenses  are  not  secure  in 
this  hemisphere.  Our  backyard,  the 
Caribbean,  is  dotted  with  soft  spots 
which  threaten  future  peril. 

One  of  these  is  British  Guiana  where, 
after  the  British  rejected  him  three  years 
ago,  the  rabid  communist  Dr.  Cheddi 
Jagan  is  back  in  power  as  Prim.e  Min- 
ister. Another  is  the  island  of  Trinidad 
where  the  "Peoples  National  Movement" 
Prime  Minister,  Dr.  Eric  E.  Williams, 
has  shown  his  open  anti-American  bias 
by  pressuring  the  United  States  to  aban- 
don its  $100,000,000  Chaguaramas 
naval  base.  A  third  soft  spot  is  British 
Honduras,  or  Belize,  where  George 
Price,  leader  of  the  procommunist 
"Peoples  United  Party,"  controls  the  ma- 
jority of  the  population.  A  fourth  is 
French  Martinique,  which  has  become 
a  base  for  communist  activities  in  the 
Caribbean. 

A  serious  crack  in  our  defense  picture 
is  Mexico  which,  through  its  liberal  tol- 
erance of  revolutionary  exiles  from 
other  countries,  has  become  a  base  for 
hemispheric  subversive  activities.  A 
similar  role  in  Central  America  is  per- 
formed by  Costa  Rica. 

With  our  Soviet  enemy  probing  at 
these  actual  points  of  penetration,  the 
crying  need  of  the  United  States  is  for 
more  friends  in  the  nations  to  the  south 
of  us.  In  the  light  of  this  truth,  the  well- 
meaning  efforts  of  our  domestic  liberals 
seem  ill-timed  and  unrealistic. 

We  can  lose  our  leadership  in  this 
hemisphere  only  if  we  hand  over  the 
area  to  communism  on  the  platter  of 
our  own  mistakes.  A  new  realism  ap- 
pears to  be  coming  into  our  economic 
policies  toward  Latin  America.  Let  us 
hope  that  an  equal  realism  emerges  in 
our  political  relations  as  the  zero  hour 
approaches.  the  end 
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of  special  interest  to  Legionnaires 

TARAWA  BEACHHEAD 


-y  J  roRLD  WAR  u  very  obviously  is  sup- 
|[  |[  plying  screenwriters  with  much 
^^AL„  of  their  material  for  Hollywood's 
cameras.  The  latest  film  with  a  war  back- 
ground is  Columbia's  Tarawa  Beachhead, 
which  sets  a  purely  fictional  story  against 
the  background  of  the  Tarawa  landings. 

Kerwin  Mathews  as  Sergeant  Sloane  and 
Ray  Danton  as  Lieutenant  Joel  Brady  carry 
off  the  acting  honors,  and  Julie  Adams  gives 


of  a  member  of  the  platoon  that  was  deci- 
mated on  Guadalcanal. 

In  a  sense,  Tarawa  Beachhead  has  an  end- 
ing like  the  famous  "The  Lady  Or  The 
Tiger"  short  story  which  left  it  to  the  read- 
er to  decide  what  the  truth  was. 

The  lieutenant  never  quite  admits  that  he 
deliberately  led  his  men  to  their  death,  and 
yet  as  he  tells  tiie  sergeant,  "It's  men  like  me 
who  win  the  wars."  Whether  he's  right  or 


Kerwin  Mathews,  left,  as  Sergeant  Sloane  and  Ray  Danton  as 
Lieutenant  Joel  Brady  get  ready  for  the  landing  on  Tarawa. 


them  strong  support  as  Ruth  Campbell. 

Lieutenant  Brady  is  the  cynical  platoon 
leader  who  makes  it  very  clear  that  to  him 
the  war  is  a  chance  to  make  a  reputation 
which  will  pay  off  in  civilian  life.  Sergeant 
Sloane  grows  to  hate  him  as  he  watches  the 
ruthless  officer  kill  off  his  men  in  what 
seems  to  be  a  useless  operation  that  serves 
only  to  enhance  the  officer's  record. 

The  action  begins  on  Guadalcanal,  and 
finally  ends  on  the  bloody  Taraw  a  beach 
where  all  the  problems  are  resolved  in  a 
few  brief  moments. 

Between  these  battles  the  two  bitterly 
opposed  men  are  in  almost  continuous  con- 
flict, and  the  sergeant  is  convinced  that  the 
lieutenant  is  guilty  of  nothing  less  than 
murder  of  his  men. 

Their  assignment  to  iMarine  Headquar- 
ters in  New  Zealand  offers  the  opportunity 
to  introduce  the  romantic  angle.  It  also 
heightens  the  conflict  between  the  two  men, 
for  they  then  discover  that  they  are  in  love 
with  sisters.  One  of  the  girls  is  the  widow 


not,  even  the  sergeant  doesn't  know,  for  he 
admits,  "Nobody  knows  anybody.  That's  a 
fact." 

Some  cx-gyrenes  \\  ill  find  the  action  pic- 
tures interesting.  There's  a  good  mixture  of 
actual  World  War  II  combat  photography 
and  staged  scenes,  and  even  the  experts  w  ill 
liave  difficulty  separating  them. 

There  arc  a  few  technical  errors  in  some 
of  the  staged  shots,  but  they  are  minor  and 
do  not  affect  the  story.  It's  obvious,  how- 
ever, that  even  Hollywood,  with  all  its  re- 
sources, is  having  trouble  finding  enough 
World  War  II  equipment  to  restage  the 
battles.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  ene- 
my's weapons.  As  a  result,  American  equip- 
ment frequently  shows  up  with  only  a  new 
coat  of  paint  to  help  it  masquerade  as  Japa- 
nese. 

A  Columbia  Pictures  release,  produced 
by  Charles  H.  Schneer,  directed  by  Paul 
Wendkos,  written  by  Richard  Alan  Sim- 
mons. A  Morningside  Production.  Running 
time:  1  hour,  15  minutes. 
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Shipped  on  Approval 

Tests  all  Electrical  Ap- 
pliances. TV  tubes,  Au- 
tomobile Circuits,  etc. 
Measures  A.C.  and  D.C. 
Voltages,  Amperes,  Re- 
sistance and  Leakage. 
Price  complete  including 
64  page  book  only  $15.85. 
Shipped  on  approval! 
NO  MONEY  WITH 
ORDER^ NO  C.O.D. 
Order  Model  70  "on  approval."  If  satisfac- 
tory you  pay  $15.85  (plus  p.p.)  In  4  monthly 
payments.  Otherwise  return  after  10  days 

free  trial  Moss  Electronic,  Inc., 

Dept.  D-548,  3849  Tenth  Ave.,  N.  Y.  34,  N.  Y. 


Precise  1 -ft. -high  working  scale  model  of  a  human 
skeleton  is  perfectly  articulated,  anatomically  ac- 
ciu'ate.  line  for  doctors,  students  etc.;  fun  for 
office,  den.  club;  (.And  what  a  gag!— "ideal"  busi- 
ness partner;  car  ornament ) .  Parts  interlock,  snaf) 
together.  With  chart,  wire  stand.  $3.95  ppd. 
Chabon  Scientific,  411-MA  Lincoln  Bldg.,  X.Y.  17. 


This  giant  full  color  World  map  coin  holder  has 
Hammond  Suijreme  map  mounted  on  heasy  board 
with  holes  die-cut  to  hold  foreign  coins  from  dif- 
ferent countries.  Suitable  lor  framing.  8"x5y2" 
with  10  genuine  new  foreign  coins.  $1;  ll"x7'''4" 
with  25  coins,  $2;  24"xl8"  with  25  coins,  $4.  All 
ppd.  Home  Products  Co.,  60  E.  42nd,  N.Y.  17. 


Genuine  old-time,  bugle-t\pe  hunting  boms  are 
crafted  from  select  steer  horns.  Imported,  horns 
are  band-polislied  and  come  equipped  with  raw- 
hide slioulder  thong.  Y'ou  don't  see  too  many  of 
these  today,  and  this  one  is  a  real  beauty.  Meas- 
ures a  full  18"  along  the  curve.  $3.95  ppd.  Banner 
Supply,  1308-MA  Lincoln  Bldg.,  N.Y.  17. 


Now  your  child  can  have  fun  learning  his  multi- 
plication tables.  Tiiese  new  records  teach  him  by 
musical  drill.  Musical  quiz  games  fix  each  table 
in  his  memory  for  life.  Set  of  5  records  teaches  all 
the  rmiltiplication  tables  from  2's  through  12's— 
45  RPM  or  78  RPM.  $9.95  ppd.  Breniner  Multi- 
plication Records,  Dept.  AL,  Wilmette,  111. 
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it  is  an  editorial  feature,  and  all  products  are  sold  on  a  moneyback  guarantee. 


Florentine  lace  in  solid  sterling  silver  is  truly 
elegant  and  impressive.  Inspired  by  famed  Italian 
needlework  this  magnificent  set  makes  a  hand- 
some gift  for  anv  girl.  Necklace  17"  adjustable, 
SU;  earrings,  S6.60;  bracelet  7U",  S16.50.  Set 
in  velvet  box,  S.30.50  ppd.  Alpine  Imports,  Dept. 
AL,  220  .5th  Ave.,  N.  Y.  1. 


You've  heard  the  expression,  "funny  as  a  three 
dollar  bill."  Now's  the  chance  to  pro\e  one 
really  exists  —  it  does  in  the  form  of  these  honest- 
to-goodness  Republic  of  Texas  $3  bills  issued  in 
1836.  Be  the  first  one  to  sport  a  bankroll  of  threes. 
Limited  supply.  .'tilOOO  in  $3  bills,  S1.98  ppd. 
Banner  Supply.  13()8-AL  Lincoln  Bldg.,  \.Y.  17. 


These  rugged  Wellington  boots  are  crafted  from 
reversed-out  retan  leather  in  Desert  Tan  color. 
They're  supple,  scufF-proof,  iu\ir  need  iiolishing. 
Full  9"  height.  Non-slip  cork  soles  and  heels.  Sizes 
6-15,  AAA-EEEE  available.  S16.95  ppd.  for  6-12, 
A-E.  Others,  S18.95  ppd.  Jim  Richards  Shoe  Co., 
Dept.  LP-128,  Wellesley  Hills  81,  Mass. 


You  can  have  a  lot  of  fun  with  this  replica  of  a 
■"45"  calibre  automatic  that  fires  8  pellets  in  bul- 
let-like fashion.  Full-size,  it  has  automatic  slide  ac- 
tion. Easily  assembled,  it  comes  complete  with  in- 
structions, full  supply  of  pellets  and  a  man-sized 
silhouette  target.  SI  ppd.  Honor  House,  Dept.  AL. 
Lvnbrook,  N.Y. 


Feel  Better, 
Look  Slimmer! 

"Orog  down"  paunch  and 
ugly  bulges  ditoppear  at 
once.  Chest  goes  out,  stom- 
ach flattens— clothes  fit  bet- 
ter. Back  is  held  together. 
You  look  inches  slimmer. 

Test  the  INTERLOCKING  HANDS*  IDEA  NOW ! 

Interlock  handi  acrois  abdomen,  then  presi  up 
ond  in  Feel  and  look  belter'  Stomach  flattened 
inchei'  The  encluiive  inler locking  handi"  prin- 
ciple o)  eatra  support  built  inio  (be  Commander 
doei  fhii  tor  you  No  locei  — no  bucklei  Send 
jcoupon  loday  Colli  »ioiMng  if  not  thoroughly 
lighted  with  reiulti.  'f  M.Reg  US  Polcnt  Oftke 


TRY  FREE  10  D/\rS 


WARD  GREEN  CO  ,  Dept  P4512 
43  West  6UI  St  ,  New  York  23,  N.  Y 

Send    the    DE-LUXE  POWERKNIT 
"COMMANDER"  (or  10  days'  trial,  I'll 
pay  postman  plui  postage,  I  may  re- 
turn for  prompt  refund  of  purchose 
price  if  not  sofisfied 

My  woist  measure  is  


ONLY$ 


Sizes  28  to  47 
Special  lorge  Siies 
48  to  60— $4.98 


Name  

Address 
Cii» 


 Zone  State  

n  Check  if  you  encloi*  $3  98  or  $4  98  with  coupon 
and   we'll    poy    poiloge    Some    refund   offer  holdi 


New  Pocket  Transistor  Radio 

"Hit  Parade 
Mighty  Midget 


No  more  scraping  ice  and  snow  off  the  windshield 
of  your  car  when  you  have  one  of  these  wind- 
shield protectors.  Made  of  flexible  wfiter-proof, 
grease-proof  i)lastic,  it  fits  all  cars  and  trucks. 
.Attached  with  special  clips,  it  won't  stick  or  tear. 
%i  each;  3  for  S5;  6  for  S9  ppd.  Keystone  In- 
dustries, Dept.  120,  370  7th  Ave.,  N.Y.  1. 


Look  closely  and  you'll  recognize  the  Confederate 
and  U.S.  initials  on  these  Civil  War  brass  belt  buck- 
les. These  are  the  real  thing  and  make  a  really 
unique  collector's  jiiece— you  can  e\en  use  em!  All 
are  used  and  in  remarkahh-  good  condition.  We've 
shined  them  up.  S2.95  each  ppd.  both  S4.  Anus  & 
Weapons,  Dept.  A-8,  40  East  40th,  X.Y.  16. 


Handy  snow-plow  makes  it  easy  to  clear  snow 
away  fast.  Made  of  magnesium,  its  wide,  rounded 
blade  clears  path  half  the  width  of  a  standard 
side\x'alk.  Wheels  roll  snow  away.  Rustproof,  with 
"no-stoop"  54"  tubular  handle.  With  18"  blade, 
S6.98;  24"  blade,  87.98  ppd.  Spencer  Gifts,  Dept. 
AL,  Spencer  Bldg.,  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 


1000 
Name  & 
Address 
Labels  $1 

ANY  3  DIFFERENT 
ORDERS  $2  ppd. 

SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Sensational  bargain!  Your  name  and  address  hand- 
somelv  printed  on  1000  finest  quality  gurnmed  la- 
bels Padded.  Packed  with  FREE,  useful  Plastic 
GIFT  BOX  Use  them  on  stationery,  checks,  books, 
cards  records  etc.  Beautifully  printed  —  1000  only 
$1  SPECIAL -  SAVE  MONEY!  ANY  3  DIFFERENT 
ORDERS  $2.  Makes  an  ideal  gift.  If  you  don't  agree 
this  is  the  buv  of  the  year,  we  ll  refund  your  rnoney 
in  full  HANDY  LABELS.  1286  Jasperson  Bldg., 
Culver  City  1,  Calif. 


$7« 

Detroit  7,  Michigan 


$149 


Low  Price! 
Smart  Design! 

■t  p:R-li;m-c.  \ot  thrilliinr  |M'tr..ini,i 
onlv    3    ouiirc'S.    Ll.--tca   while  rlinr     ii    I  .1 

home  or  ottire  or  school.  Inclmlf-  ih  1  1  -in  iK 

private  llsteniiifl.   Mortem  two-l'nc-   \-\--<\ 

red    with    pfoUl    metal    Knllc.    (i.mpl.i.    1 

()n-olT  s\\'ltch  one  end.  L'ses  J  --t  .in.Ln  1!  p. 
1  incliKled  )  .  tJu.irantoed.  Complete  ready  (or 
immediate  playing.   Postpaid  Only 

JOHNSON  SMITH  &  CO.      Dept.  734  

GROWS    FAST  —  BLOOMS  INDOORS 

Trailing  Vine  Madeira 

HANGING  GARDEN 

5  Fast-Growing,  Blooming 
Size  Madeira  Bulbs 
Already  Planted  in 

Attractive  Hanging  Basl<et      puH  Price 

If  Mill  \mv  flnwrr.s  Kpnd  for  this  Ka.v  si.vrene 
basket  tliiifs  iilfad.v  phinti'd  with 
in.:,'  Madi'ira  bullw.  Just  add  water 
— watc-li  it,  Ki'ow  .  .  .  indoors! 
Quickly  the  lovely  vines  spill 
down  as  much  as  .3  feet  with 
masses  of  heart-shaped  gicen 
slossv  leaves,  lilooms  with  lovely 
flowers,  liristlitens  every  home, 
offices,  etc.  Comes  complete  with 
brackets,  screws,  ready  to  haiiK. 
.\  tremendous  value  at  only  $1.49 
Full  I'rice. 

SEND  NO  MONEY 

FI.NWfi  OKFIOll  to  Ameiieall 
Le;;iciii  readers.  Order  as  many 
ll.\,\(ilXG  (iAUDHXS  as  .vou 
like  l)iit  hurry.  Send  no  money, 
t'av  thru  postman  plus  C.O.D. 
postace  on  suarantee  of  satis- 
faction or  return  within  10  days 
for  purchase  price  refund.  Cash 
orders  add  3,")C  and  we  ship 
postiKiiil.  Any  bulb  not  Krowing 
leplaci-d  free  ( .'>  year  limitl. 
  _    -  Itii^h  (.iil.'r  tndiiv. 

MICHIGAN  BULB  CO.,  Dept.FA-1403,  Grand  Rapids  2,  Mich. 
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MORE  BRILLIANT  than  DIAMONDS  bays  Keadei  s  Digest, 
SalEvePost  about  this  new,  man-made  gem-tone  Titania'. 
For  settings  of  your  choice  only  S12  per  carat;  a  1-ct 
man's  box  1  IK  ring  is  only  $32;  m'lady's  1-ct  fishtail  a  mere 
«L'5.  All  prices  plus  10%  tax.  Free  ring  chart  and  brochure. 

Lapidary  Company  Dept.  AL-23 
STREET       •       NEW  YORK  9,  N.  Y. 


GRAND  PRIX  MODEL  RACERS 


Scaled  for  Fun! 


These  sleek  little  imported  scale  models  of 
Mercedes-Benz  (top)  and  Ferrari  racing  cars 
ore  only  4"  long,  yet  go  20  mph  on  a  straight 
away  Beautifully  detailed,  cars  have  micro 
sensitive  adjustment  and  difFerentiol  foi 
precision  steering,  brake,  spring  motor,  free 
wheel ing,  crash  obsorber,  rubber  tires,  etc 
Mighty  nice.  $2.95  ppd.  each.  Both,  $5.75 
Prince,  Dept.  BC,  305  Madison  Ave.,  N.Y.  17 


AN  EXCELLENT  CHRISTMAS  GIFT! 
See  the  Stars,  Moon,  Planets  Close  Up! 
4V4  "  ASTRONOMICAL  TELESCOPE!  MT.  PALOMAR 
TYPE 

UP  TO  270  POWER 

With  this  scope  you  can  see 
the  craters  on  the  moon, 
rings  of  Saturn,  double 
stars,  or  a  newspaper  head- 
line at  a  mile!  Mirror  guar- 
anteed to  give  theoretical 
limit  of  resolution.  6X 
Finder.  Rack  and  pin  focus- 
ing, removable  mirror 
mount,  real  equatorial 
mounting — only  one  adjust- 
ment follows  stars!  Alumi- 
num tube — takes  standard  eyepieces.  You  get  40X 
Kellner,  Vv"  F.  L.  eyepiece,  one  Barlow  lens  to  give  you 
up  to  270  Power.  Low-cost  accessory  eyepiece  avail- 
able for  power  up  to  540,  Free  scope:  Valuable 
STAR  CHART  and  272  page  'Astronomv  Book." 
Stock  #85,006-HD.  .$74.50  f.o.b.  Barrington,  N.  J. 
Send  Check    or   M.O.  —  Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

SKXn    FOK    FREE    CATALOG  "llIC 
iHi   r',i;v<--^  nl  Teirifif  Opti<Ml  n.iri,'.ii n- ! 

EDMUND  SCIENTIFIC  CO.,  Barrington,  New  Jersey 


Genuine/  Original! 
SACK 
DRESS 


Why  spend  big  money  on 
high  fashion  when  you  con 
give  her  the  authentic  Sack  for 
just  a  dollar!  Mode  of  honest- 
to-goodness  potato  socks.  The 
loveliest  female  will  look  like 
a  sack  of  potatoes.  Handsome 
two-color  print.  Man's 
revenge!  A  sack-ful  of 
fun.  Ppd.  only   

GREENLAND  STUDIOS  Dept.  AL'12 
5858  Forbes  St.,  Pittsburgli  17,  Pa. 


1 


What  can  you  lose,  fellas? 

Everything  in  The  American  Legion 
Shopper  is  sold  on  a  moneyback  guar- 
antee. So  go  ahead  and  order.  If 
you're  not  happy  with  it— just  send  it 
Ixick  for  a  refund. 


77ie 

J^merican  Legion 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  SHOPPER  section  is  not  composed  of  paid  advertising; 


Unusual,  clever  eamiufls  are  copied  from  traffic 
lights;  one  side  has  red  gloved  hand  saying 
"STOP,"  the  other  a  green  gloved  hand  saying 
"GO."  Made  of  wann  wool  felt,  letters  are  ap- 
pliqued  and  fingers  are  sewn.  Black  grosgrain 
ribbon  is  sewed  thru  and  between  hands.  $1  ppd. 
Sue  Allen,  AL-47,  58  Buffum  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 


This  Ox  Yoke  desk  set  makes  an  unusual  accessory 
for  any  desk.  Aside  from  being  a  real  eye  catcher, 
desk  set  holds  a  goodly  supply  of  envelopes,  and 
there  is  a  handy  groove  for  a  pen.  Finished  in 
antique  pine  tone,  it's  clever  and  handy.  Measures 
10"x5"x5".  S2.98  ppd.  Medford  Products  Inc., 
Box  39-AL,  Bethpage,  N.Y. 


Losing  your  hair?  Treat  your  scalp  to  Ward's 
Formula,  and  see  for  yourself  how  quickly  it  con- 
trols scalp  seborrhea  —  and  stops  the  hair  loss 
caused  by  it.  You'll  enjoy  thicker  —  stronger  — 
healthier-looking  hair  after  only  a  few  treatments. 
.S2  ppd.  Ward  Laboratories,  Inc.,  Dept.  12L,  19 
West  44th  St.,  N.Y.  36. 


This  key  knife  is  small  and  handy.  Use  it  as  a 
letter  opener,  ijcncil  sharpener,  small  screw-driver, 
tool,  etc.  Perfect  to  carry  when  hunting  or  fishing. 
Same  size  and  appearance  as  a  regular  key,  it 
weighs  only  %  (mnce,  has  IV2"  blade.  Comes  for 
$1  ppd.  Order  from  Key  Knife  Company,  Dept. 
AL-10,  Box  881,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


A  good  buy  in  a  drawing  set,  this  fine  10-piece 
outfit  includes  a  5%"  Swedish  ruling  pen,  5Vi" 
compass,  3%"  lengthening  bar  for  compass,  5%" 
interchangeable  pen  for  compass,  dividers  with 
straightening  device,  3"  bow  pen  with  center 
wheel,  etc.  In  velvet  carrying  case,  $6  ppd.  Ed- 
mund Scientific  Co.,  Dept.  HD,  Barrington,  N.J. 


FABULOUS,  NEW 

5-Ft.  Long  Balloons 

Twist  Into  A  Thousand  Shapes! 

GIRAFFES-DACHSHUNDS— Pets  of  All  Kinds 

Add  25c 

FOR  ^  I 

Handling 
Delight  Kiddles — Grown-Ups,  Tool 
Almost  5  feet  long  when  inflated.  Balloons  this 
size  usually  sell  up  to  25c  each. 
Send  only  $1  now.  Plus  25:  postage  and  handling 
for  200  In  a  variety  of  gay  colors!  Supply  limited 
at  this  low  price,  so  order  several  sets  NOW  for 
GUARANTEED  PROMPT  DELIVERY.  MONEY  BACK 
GUARANTEE.  FREE  Complete  Instructions. 

BALLOONS  UNLIMITED,  Dept.  B-96-C 
P.  O.  BOX  264,  FARMINGDALE,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


These  novel  cocktail  sticks  ought  to  liven  up  any 
party.  Each  of  the  set  of  twelve  is  a  duplicate  of 
a  road  sign.  Includes  such  as:  men  at  work,  pass 
at  your  own  risk,  dangerous  curves,  etc.  Stirrers 
are  yellow  and  black,  measure  approximately  6". 
Set,  $1  ppd.  Mother  Hubbard's,  Dept.  L-49,  10 
Melcher  St.,  Boston  10.  Mass. 


Made  of 
Live  Lotex 


j-uMwnonunu^ — reis  ot  mi 

200 n 


Precision-made  live-steam  engine  will  add  realistic 
power  to  any  operating  model.  Develops  strong 
l/30th  h.p.  at  1800  r.p.m.,  has  brass  boiler,  bronze 
fittings,  hand-throttle  steam  whistle,  grooved  pulley 
wheel.  Operates  off  safe  dry  fuel,  stands  10".  Ger- 
man-made. $8.95  ppd.  Extra  fuel,  $2.  William 
Products,  Dept.  AL,  10  East  8Ist  St.,  N.Y.  28. 
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it  is  an  editorial  feature,  and  all  products  are  sold  on  a  moneyback  guarantee. 


This  new  aluminum  fryer-skillet  grills,  bakes, 
stews,  braises,  chafes  and  casseroles  with  time- 
saving  convenience  of  heat  automatically  con- 
trolled by  Westinghouse  thermostat.  Cooks  at 
table.  Temperature  selector  tells  when  proper 
cooking  heat  is  reached.  S8.95  ppd.  L&M  Com- 
pany, Dept.  AL-10,  North  8th  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Display  your  Xmas  cards  on  this  rcvoh  ing  card 
tree.  Base  and  star  ha\e  brilliant,  untamishable 
gold  finish.  Insert  cards  in  slot  provided  and  you'll 
have  a  gaily  decorted  Xmas  tree.  Holds  up  to  50 
cards.  IIM;"  tall.  Quickly  assembled  or  dissembled 
for  easy  storage.  $1.49  ppd.  Xmas  Tree,  P.O. 
1724,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  N.Y.  17. 


E\er  try  to  buy  one  of  these?  Hard  to  find,  and 
usually  expensive,  this  U.S.  Medical  Corps  stetho- 
scope is  brand  neic,  ideal  for  doctors,  engineers 
and  mechanics  (check  trouble  spots  in  motors, 
etc.),  educational  for  kids  and  adults.  Handy  in  the 
country.  S2.95  ppd.  (half-regular  price).  Banner 
Supply  House,  Dept.  MA,  49  East  41st,  N.Y.  17. 


Save  your  temper  and  your  trousers!  No  more 
sliding  off,  wrinkling  and  soiling  because  this 
"TIDY  GRIP"  trouser  hanger  holds  them  fast. 
Self-adjusting  and  easy  to  use,  it  fits  all  trousers, 
holds  the  crease,  saves  pressing  bills.  Nothing  to 
get  out  of  order.  2  hangers,  $1  ppd.  Halldon  Co., 
Dept.  113,  1011  Kane  Concourse,  Surfside41,  Fla. 


This  Samurai-knife  letter  opener  is  handsomely 
finished  of  Kashi  walnut  with  ivory-tinted  bone 
ends.  Blade  is  honed  from  stainless  steel  and  knife 
makes  an  unusual  conversation  piece  as  well  as 
being  useful.  Complete  with  sheath,  $1.49;  3  for 
$3.49  ppd.  Imperial  Sales,  Dept.  AL,  480  Lexing- 
ton Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


You've  probably  read  about  royal  jelly  —  the  fa- 
mous food  of  the  Queen  Bee.  These  Tucker  RJS 
capsules  contain  50  mg.  of  pure  royal  jelly  and 
are  available  in  a  15-day  and  30-day  quantity. 
The  15-day  supply  is  $3.95;  the  30-day  supply  is 
$6.95.  Both  ppd.  You  can  order  these  from  Tucker 
Vitamin,  Dept.  AL,  43  W.  61  St.,  N.  Y.  23. 

mOtVlOe  FOLDING 
BAMOUET 

JTABLESI 


Buy  Direct  froi 
Manufacturer 


If  you  are  on  the  board  of  your  post,  school  or 
L-liurch,  or  on  tlie  house  or  purchasing  conimit- 
k'O  of  your  club,  you  will  be  interested  in 
this  modern.  Folding  Pedestal  Banquet  Table. 
Write  for  catalog  and  special  discounts. 

Monroe  Co.,  69  Church  St..  Colfax,  Iowa 


EXACT  REPLICA 
U.  S.  ARMY 

GRENADE 


real 
replica 


bang  when  you  throw 
of  an  Army  grenade. 
Startle-  EX-G.I.'s.  Explodes  auto- 
matically 4-seconds  after  pulling  pin 
as  it  strikes  ground.  Can't  break. 
Heavy-gauge  steel  firing  mechanism. 
Uses  standard  caps.  Can  be  exploded 
over  and  over.  Comes  complete  with 
instructions.  Send  $1.98  plus  25c 
shipping  charge — cash,  check  or 
money  order  to: 


STANDARD  AMERICAN  SUPPLIERS,  Inc. 

Grenade  Department  H-15 
11  E.  47th  St.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


BUTTERFLY  JEWELRY  — made  by  the  fine 
craftsmen  of  Venice,  Italy,  hand-fashioned  butter- 
flies are  spun  from  sterling  silver  and  are  creations 
of  rare  beauty.  In  sterling,  or  gold-plated  sterling 
for  those  who  prefer  the  gold  look.  (Specify). 
Pin  2"  wide,  S5.50;  earrings  (also  pierced), 
S3-85;  set,  S9  ppd.  Add  25c  fqr  air  delivery. 

Moneyback  guarantee. 
ALPINE  IMPORTS,  Dept.  AM,  220  5th  Ave.,  N.Y.  1. 


only 
$1.98 


SILK  AIR  FORCE 
ESCAPE  MAPS 

700  Uses:  Scarfs,  Shirfs,  Framing  etc, 

Itt'atlv  bpautitul.  detaiU-d  AAF  waterproof  silk  maps  were 
piinred  m  (>  colors  on  both  side  in  1942-45,  were  in 
aiiiiien  s  WW  II  escape  kits,  Covering  4  to  5  sq.  ft., 
nup-i  itiJiKi-  idi'al  ^cails.  women's  liead  kercliiets.  aie  easily 
sfwn  roi  sliirts.  c'c.  are  handsome  framed.  4  maps: 
rnlivn-.Iapan.  Indot  liina-rentral  China.  Philippines-.S.E. 
rtiiria.  Kusski i^an.  Ifl.ltS  eaeli  ppd,  All  are  t.nly  .f5.;»S  ppd. 

BANNER  SUPPLY  HOUSE,  1308-R  Lincoln  BIdg.,  N.  Y.  17 


I  acAt*  ?.o«  ^rroMinc  cms  seuctor 


WANT  TO  LEARN  TO  PLAY  the  pl^uio?  Hcic  b  a 
good  way  to  start.  It's  the  marx  elous  Dean  Ross  C  oiirse, 
the  proven  successful  short-cut  method  that  features  the 
Patented  Automatic  Chord  Selector,  in  only  15  minutes 
you  start  to  play  songs  with  both  hands.  You  learn  by 
playing  simple  single  note  melodies  with  one  hand, 
while  striking  beautiful  simple  resonant  bass  chord 
accompaniments  with  the  other.  No  teaious  scales, 
boring  exercises,  or  dreary  practice.  Just  delightful 
enjoyment.  For  Free  Sample  Lesson.  Automatic  Chord 
Selector,  Note  Selector,  and  5  simple  "play-at-once" 
Songs,  send  name,  address  and  lOtf  tor  postage  and 
handling  to  Dean  Ross.  45  West  4Sth  St.,  Studio 
G-14I1,  New  York  36,  N.  Y. 

GOV'T  SURPIUS 

BARGAINS 


I  BUY  DIRECT  from  U.  S.  Gov  t.  Jeeps,  trucks,  fork- 
I  lifts,  tents,  tools,  machinery,  motors,  typewriters,  hy- 
I  draulics,  tires,  camping  equipment  and  lOOO's  of  other 

I items  that  sell  as  low  as  1,  2,  or  3%  of  original  LOW  Gov't 
cost!  Send  $1.00  TODAY  for  complete  instructions  and 
I  list  of  depots  to 

|_AVIA2I0N_SIJRPLUSCENTER, Dept.AL-1,  Box  789, York, Pa. 
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ENGROSSED  and  ILLUMINATED 

PaifMit  t^deam&Ut 

in  FULL  COLOR  and  SOLD 


■  Subjects  — 

PLEDGE  of  ALLEGIANCE 

The  AMERICAN'S  CREED 

Lincoln's 
GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 

The  BILL  of  RIGHTS 

as  seen  in  the 
AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 

Every  Legion  member  should  have  this  wonder- 
ful group  of  patriotic  documents,  printed  m 
brilliant  full  color  and  gold,  laminated  front 
and  back  with  heavy  plastic.  No  framing  nec- 
essary, eyelet  for  hanging.  Send  only  $1  with 
your  name  and  address  and  choice  of  one  subject 
or  send  $3.75  for  all  four.  We  pay  postage. 


Box  31,  Essex  Station,  Boston,  Mass. 


BINOCULAR  FLASK 

No  hip-pocket  hiding  for  this  handsome  flask.  Hang 
it  over  your  shoulder  ...  it  actually  holds  2  hall- 
pints  of  liquid  refreshments.  Makes  a  terrific  hit 
with  spectator  sports  fans  and  travelers.  $4.00  ppd. 
Trebe  Soles,  Dept.  20,  Box  3744,  Milwaukee  17,  Wis. 


CLOGGED  SEWER 

REMBMBIR  THt 

COSTLY  PLUMBIHC  BILL- 


(  HK-AGO  —  DfC.  1st.  -lust  Intro. 
<lucod  is  a  Free  Booklet  on  a  Ne\v 
Discoverv  which  enables  the  Home 
<)\vii(?r.  Housewife.  .Tanitor.  oi 
Factory  Maintenance  to  clean  any 
ClotTKed   Sewer   Drain . 

Yet  anyone  can  operate  this 
new  Plumbers  Flushing  Gun  whicli 
releases  air  pressure  on  a  soliri 
shaft  of  water  cleaning  the  most 
stvihborn  stoppages  up  to  2oO  feet. 
TOILETS.  SINKS,  URINALS. 
HATHTUHS.  FLOOR  DRAINS,  and 
IH>USE-TO-STREET  SEWERS  clog- 
fofi  with  Grease.  Rags,  Sand , 
lioots.  and  paper  melt  away  !n- 
-.t.intly  wlien  struck  bv  the  Ham- 
Micr-like  blow  of  this  new  unit. 

There  is  no  need  to  remove 
\vall  or  pipe,  or  Grease  Trap.  A 
special  attachment  allows  water 
to  flow  from  the  faucet  through 
the  Gun  while  air  is  released  on 
the  pipe.  Vents  or  stacks  are  no 
obstacle,  as  force  tends  to  strike 
wherever  the  water  lavs.  But  now, 
what  Is  this  Plumbers  Flushing 
Gun  worth  In  COSTLY  PLUMBING 
BILLS  SAVED?  Tear  this  Ad  out  — 
a  nil  write  your  name  and  address 
beside  It  for  FREE  BOOKLET. 
Obey  that  urge.  No  agent  will  call. 
A  postcard  will  do  (Chicago  Phone 
Klldare  5- 17(»2  )  MILLER  SEWER 
ROD  CO..  DEPT.  AL.12.  4640  N- 
Central  Ave.,  Chicago  30.  Illinois. 


THE 
AMERICAN 
LEGION 


This  well-made  spray  sun  paints,  sprays,  varnishes, 
enamels,  shellacs,  etc.,  has  a  full  2.5-oz.  capacity. 
Develops  the  equivalent  of  50  lbs.  pressm'e.  Plugs 
into  any  115-volt,  60-c\cle  circuit.  Fine  qualit\-, 
made  by  a  leading  fimi  of  its  kind.  Complete  out- 
fit, S8.50  ppd.  Spray  Gun,  Dept.  AL-10,  Nortli 
8  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Perfect  for  home  or  business,  tlji^  ~k  set  con- 
tains 4  smooth-writing  ball  jiens,  e.ich  m  a  dit- 
fcrt  iit  color:  red.  lihic.  black  and  green  —  with  ink 
to  match  color  ot  i^cn.  The  entire  set  of  4  pens, 
including  marlile-t\pc  base  in  which  pens  fit,  is 
only  79r  ppd.  Order  from  Desk  Set,  Dept.  AL-10, 
Bo.\  881,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


Many  of  you  |.i(-l..iliK  i,  iii.  inl.i  i  (hr  old  Hoot- 
Nanny  and  the  tun  you  had  with  it.  Now  this 
creative  drawing  toy  has  been  brought  up  to  date 
as  the  "Magic-Designer"  and  with  it  your  child 
can  create  hundreds  ot  different  designs.  Fun  and 
educational.  .$3.9.5  ppd.  Ilefill  discs  (  100 )  60c 
ppd.  Meredith's,  Dept.  AL,  Evanston,  111. 


Tiny  enough  to  carry  in  pocket  or  purse,  this  6 
transistor  radio  can  pull  in  stations  200-300  miles 
away  without  an  antenna.  Comes  complete  with 
built-in  loud  speaker,  batter>-,  personal  ( hearing 
aid  I  earphone.  Weighs  10  ozs.  Carries  90-day 
factory  warranty.  .$39.95  ppd.  Order  from  Dick 
Sales,  33  Second  Avenue,  New  York  3. 


This  giant  kiddie  playhouse  is  big  enough  for  2 
children.  Constructed  of  durable  Dupont  water- 
proof plastic,  it  stands  3  ft.  high,  covers  almost 
9  sq.  ft.  of  floor  space.  Sets  up  in  a  minute,  folds 
down  for  easy  storage.  Doors  and  windows  open 
and  close.  SI. 25  ppd.  5  for  .$5  ppd.  Giant  Plav- 
house,  Dept.  EP18,  33  2nd  Ave.,  N.Y.  3. 


This  is  an  authentic  crossed  saber  7th  Calvary 
hat  insignia,  one  of  a  small  number  just  foimd  in 
a  U.S.  warehouse.  This  is  the  insignia  worn  by 
Custer  and  his  troopers.  It  is  brass,  absolutely  au- 
thentic, measures  '2V/'kWs" ,  can  be  worn  as  a 
lapel  button.  LInusual.  .$2  ppd.  each.  Anus  & 
Weapons,  Dept.  AM,  40  East  40th,  N.Y.  16. 


New  automatic  pencil  for  chalk  is  a  perfect  gift  tor 
a  teacher,  besides  being  handy  for  your  children. 
Called  Hand-Gienic,  pencil  holds  any  standard 
blackboard  chalk,  is  scientifically  balanced  to  make 
chalk  writing  easy.  $2  ppd.  S5  ppd.  for  set  of 
three.  Hand-Gienic  Specialty  Co.,  2384  W.  Flagler 
St.,  Miami  35,  Fla. 


These  miniature  lamp  shades  fit  on  indoor  Xmas 
tree  light  bulbs,  make  an  unusual  decoration.  Heat 
from  bulbs  makes  sjiades  spin  around.  Shades  are 
decorated  with  Christmas  scenes.  8  guaranteed 
flameproof  shades,  8  mounting  clips,  instructions, 
SI. 15;  3  complete  sets,  S2.79  ppd.  Xmas  Shades, 
Dept.  AL-10,  Box  881,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  SHOPPER  section  is 
not  composed  of  paid  advertising;  it  is  an 
editorial  feature,  and  all  products  are  sold 
on  a  moneyback  guarantee. 


The  people  that  sell  these  guarantee  live  delivery 
of  the  famous  North  Woods  2V2  year  old  Balsam 
fir  Xmas  trees.  These  trees  stand  about  12"  high, 
t!i-ive  outdoors  and  grow  tor  years  to  great 
heights.  Order  direct  and  save.  75c  each,  2  for 
SI  2.5,  12  for  .S6.50.  \o  COD's.  Xmas  Trees, 
P.O.  1724,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  N.Y.  17. 


Reco"nize  these?  Probably  the  most  durable  pliones 
ex  er  made,  these  ha\'e  been  reconditioned  and  re- 
finis'ied  in  gleaming  black,  together  make  a  good, 
cheap  intercom.  Fine  for  home,  offices,  garages, 
caliins  etc.  Pair,  with  surplus  battery,  50  ft.  wire, 
S7.95  ppd.  Extra  phones,  S3. 95:  wire,  2c  ft. 
Chabon  Scientific,  411-M.\  Lincoln  BIdg.,  \.Y.  17. 


This  Rand  McNally  map  of  Outer  Space  is  in  8 
brilliant  colors,  measures  about  10  sq.  ft.  Perfect 
for  hanging  on  the  wall  of  a  den  or  in  a  young- 
ster's room,  map  gives  detailed  information  on  all 
planets.  A  timely  and  inexiJensive  gift.  .SI  ppd. 
Order  from  The  Patrick  Co.,  734  Fifteenth  St., 
N.W.,  Washington  5,  D.C. 


Here's  one  way  to  keep  your  favorite  girl  happy. 
Called  "Perfume  Nips"  this  is  a  selection  of  24 
bottlettes  of  famous  name  perfumes  —  Lentheric. 
Charbert,  Angelique  —  each  with  just  enough  for 
individual  use.  Makes  a  nice  gift.  Packet  of  24, 
SI. 10  ppd.  Order  from  Perfume  Importers,  Dept. 
AL,  Box  264,  Farmingdale,  N.  Y. 
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SPOOLS 

SEWING 

THREAD 


1< 


When  \  ou  buv  50  spools  of  thread  for  onU'  '.Mtc.  we'll 
send   you  MOItE   SPOOLS   for  only   Ic,  or  SI. 00  for 

KK)  ^pool.s  of  woiiilerful  mercerized  thread!  Comes  in 
black  and  white  and  every  color  you  can  think  of.  16 
shiKle.*;  of  l>lue  altme!  Now  you  can  match  any  color 
under  the  snn!  Perlect  for  mendinfr.  darnintr.  sewins. 
palchinff.  Three  orders  or  300  spools,  only  S2.89I 

Retractable  BALL  POINT  PENS 


Guaranteed  to  write  as  well  or  better  than 
S 1 .00  pensi  Push  button,  pen  writes.  Push 
aeain.  pen  retracts.  Only  8c  each,  in  lots 
of  lO,  or  80c  in  all.  Your  choice  of  black, 
red,  blue,  preen  ink.  REFILLS— your  choice 
of  colors— 22  for  $1-00. 


8 


216  SQUARE  FEET  OF  PLASTIC! 

ONLY 


$|00 


Insteail  of  ONE  big 
It  foot  X  12  foot  plas- 
tic cloth  for  $1.00. 
our  prire  la  $1.00 
for  TWO!  Makes 
lovely  aprons,  table- 
cloths, etc.  Cover  appliances,  bicycles,  baliy  carriaces. 
furniture,  iiiitos,  rugs,  walls,  floors,  etc.  Excellent  when 
painting  or  wiiUpapering.  .Absolutely  wateriiroof.  grease- 
proof. Tliiiiisands  sold  for  .?l.(ni  K.^e'H  but  our  price, 
only  $1.11(1— plus  25c  for  pstg.  &  lidlg..  or  $1.25  In  all 
—lor  TWO.  or  4  for  $2,110  we  pay  all  postal  charges! 
Oilier  NOW!    Money-bark  guarantee.  

CLOSEOUT  ON  PINKING  SHEARS 


only  79^ 


pair 


absolutely  GUARANTEE  that  our 
Pinking  Shears  are  as  good  or  better 
than  nationally  advertised  shears  you 
pav  others  S5.00  or  more!  These 
Pinking  Shears  cut  and  pink  ANY 
material  at  same  time  with  sniooth- 
cmtinK  action.  Leave  a  neat,  notched 
edge.  Blades  are  high  quality,  heat- 
treated  fine  quality  steel.  ALL  METAL 
—no  plastic.  Rich  black  enamel  handles,  rust-resistant 
nickel-platt'd  tdades.  71^2-inches  long.  Dressmaker  style. 
We  GllARANIEE  these  Pinking  Shears  perform  as  well 
or  better  than  others  which  co'=;t  you  no  or  more! 
But  we  buy  in  tremendous  quantities  so  our  price  is  only 
70c  plus  31c  for  pstg.  and  pkg.  or  $1.10  in  all!  Order 
TODAY! 


FREE 


We're  closing  out  our  Lace  supply.  Come 
in  enchantinu  patlems  and  designs.  Vals. 
ed"es.  inserliuns.  etc..  in  beautiful  colors 
and  full  wi.lths.  l-or  women's,  girls'  and 
babv  dresses,  pillow  slips,  decorative 
edgings  on  many  articles  etc.  Pieces  up  o^**--, 
to  10  yards  in  length-  NO  small  pieces  ^UU  DUTTOnS 
FItFE'  '2(KI  BUTTONS!  Beautiful,  expensive  qualitv.  All 
kinds'  all  sizes  and  colors.  ALL  NEW.  No  culls.  For 
everyday  use— also  some  for  collectors!  liu-I tides  manv 
complete  set«  of  fi  to  1  : 


fhide? 

 ...^         •        .-  mat.-hinsr  button-!  You jret  the 

200  Buttons  FREE  of  charge  when  you  order  the  Lace. 


rIO 


POULTRY 
&  FOOD 


BAGS 


Poultry  E 
FREE 


E  Vou    pay   others   up   to   2Sc   each  for 

~  &    Food    Bags    but    we'll    send    you    1«   _ 

P  to  get  your   name   on  our   mat  Imp    hst!   Please  ^ 

^  send    25c   for   postage   and  handling.  


50  2 

V  W  TOWELS  Mm 

NEW  Unwoven  Co/fon  ond  Rayon 


Umctinuh,J  /'/.■. Our  50  Tou  .  / .  '■1.00  offer 
Worl<i's  i;i  <;i!.-.(  t^wel  Offer,  bar  n-n-  ..'I,  V...,  r>()  mar- 
velous, hirge.  brand  new  (not  second-si  m  hLautiful  colors 
and  white  .  .  .  only  $1.00  (plus  2&c  for  postage  &  hdlg.) 
or  $1.25  in  all!  We  sell  at  staggering  low  price  because 
we  buy  huge  quantities  direct  from  MILLS — more  than 
27.500,000  Towels  since  1953!  If  you're  not  thrilled 
return  Towels — keep  lO  Free  for  your  trouble — and  we'll 
refund  purchase  price.  


20 


FAMOUS  BRANDS 

ZIPPERS 


ea. 


Close-out  salel  Brand  new.  not  seconds,  nationally  ad- 
vertised Zippers  including  Talon.  Waldes.  Conmar,  Segal- 
lock,  etc.  We  send  you  20  Zippers,  carefully  selected 
and  GUARANTEED  to  please  you  In  these  sizes:  5.6.7. 
8.9.10,11.12.14.  All  for  only  80c  plus  20c  for  postage 
and  handling  or  $1.00  in  all!  Maximum  order  THREE 
sets  for  $3.00  but  order  now  as  supply  is  limited-  


VIBRATOR  PILLOW 
ON  FREE  TRIAL! 


We're  so 
confident 
you  will 
like  our 
Vibrator 
Pillow 
more  than 
those 
costing 
$10.00. 
we'll  send  you  one  on 
Just  send  $3.95  plus 
&  hdlg..  or  $4.50  in 
send  Pillow  on  Trial 
lighted,  return  in  10 
refund.  BIG-SIZE— 10 
Helps  relieve  fatigue, 
tension.  Wonderful 
weight. 


FREE  TRIAL. 
55c  for  pkg. 
all  and  we'll 
If  not  de- 
days  for  full 
i/oxlOi/oxM" 
aches,  pains, 
to    help  lose 


500 

PRINTED  LABELS 

50c 


5  00  Gummed, 
printed  labels,  only 
50c.  Plast  ic  jewel- 
type  box  FREE  wilh 
each  set  ordered ! 
Stick  on  letters, 
envelopes,  packages, 
etc.  SPECIAL!  3 
sets  $1.00.  Same  or 
different  name  on 
each  set. 


Plastic  Toaster  Cover 

Was   50c  Now  I9c  ea. 

Plastic  Mixer  Cover 

was    50c  Now  29c  ea. 

Sugar  Scoops 

We,  .*   1  7.C  Now  So  ea. 

Plastic  Pot  Scraper 

inc  .  Now  2  for  10c 
Clothespin  Apron 

W.T^    ,">'.ic  Now  29c  ea. 

Baby  Oolls 

Whto    25c.  Now  3  for  2Sc 
Jewelers  Silver  & 
Polishmg  Cloth 

Was  7()r   Now  39c  ea. 

Plastic  Tablecloth.  54x54-in. 

W.i=  .-.fic  Now  25c  ea. 

Tomato  Slicer 

Was  Ific.-.  Now  2  for  10c 
French  Fnes  Cutter 

Wa';  SI  on  Now  49c  ea. 
Buttonhole  Maker 

Wa'^  <iM  Now  I9c  ea. 
S-inch  Pocket  Combs 

WiTf  1(1'-  Now  15  for  2Sc 
Miniature  Bible 

Protestant 

Was  25c-..-Now  3  for  2Sc 
Cuty  Pie  Children's  Aoron 

Was   75c  Now   39c  ea. 

Pretty  Plastic  Tea  Apron 

Was  2MC   Now  9c  ea. 

Pocket  Protector 

Was  25r....Now  3  for  2Sc 


ALL 

We'll  give  an  extra  free 
gift  w.irth  $1.00  with  each 
order  for  S3.00  or  nimel 
MINIMUM  ORDER  ac- 
cepred  $1.00.  PLEASE  in- 
clude 2.5c  for  postage  & 
handling  for  FAf'H  or<ler 
regardless  of  size. 


FOR  IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 
Send  cash,  check,  or 
money  order  to: 

L  &  IVI  Co. 

Dept.  Al-17 
415  No.  8th  St. 
St.  Louis  1/  Mo. 

Money-back  guarantee 
Over  a  million 
satisfied  customers! 


HAVE  A  PRODUCT  TO  SELL? 

You'll  sell  more  of  'em,  and  faster,  in  The  American  Legion  Shopper  than  in  any  other 
magazine.  So  if  you  want  to  lioost  sales,  write  The  American  Legion  Shopper,  305 
Madison  Ave.,  New  York  17  for  a  rate  card  and  full  information.  Do  it  now. 


Night  driving  glasses  have  special  amber  lenses 
that  let  through  infra-red  light,  enabling  you  to 
see  more  clearly  through  darkness  and  haze.  Might 
well  prevent  an  accident.  $2.98  ppd.  Clip-on  style, 
for  use  over  prescription  glasses,  only  .$2.75  ppd. 
State  for  a  man  or  woman.  Teen  Products,  P.O.  Bo.\ 
1724,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  N.Y.  17. 


This  battery  operated,  portable  tape  recorder  is 
made  in  West  Germany,  weighs  less  than  2  lbs. 
and  measures  only  8^/2"  x  GM:"  x  2%".  Operates  on 
four  ordinary  type  C  batteries,  plays  back  and 
erases.  With  earphones  and  microphones,  recorder 
is  $31.45  ppd.  Accessories  available.  Filnor  Prod- 
ucts, Inc.,  Dept.  P-1,  101  W.  .31st,  N.Y.  1. 
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"No  wonder  your  feet  hurt  —  you've  got  your  spurs  on  inside  your  boots." 


Apart 

All  it  takes  to  separate  the  men  from  the 
boys  is  the  girls. 

—  Cy  N.  Peace 


AHthnietie 

The  father  had  just  given  his  reckless 
teen-age  son  a  lecture  on  his  wild  behavior. 

"Do  you  kno\\'  what  happens,"  he  con- 
cluded, "w  hen  \  ou  break  one  of  the  Ten 
Commandments?" 

"Sure,  Pop,"  w  as  the  >  outh's  calm  rcpl>-. 
"Vou  have  nine  left." 

—  F.  G.  Kernan 


morning.  After  the  Mass,  he  stopped  to 
talk  to  the  priest  for  a  moment  and  he 
overheard  a  native  complaining  to  the 
padre.  The  man  went  through  a  long  list 
of  mistakes  his  wife  had  made  since  they 
married,  and  the  priest  listened  attentively. 
Tlie  second  time  througii,  he  was  polite. 
But  when  the  man  started  to  review  his 
wife's  many  misdeeds  for  a  third  time,  the 
priest  grew  impatient. 

"Pedro,"  he  said,  "my  ad\  ice  to  >  ou  is  to 
make  the  best  of  a  bad  situation.  You  must 
remember  that  when  >ou  married  your 
wife,  you  took  her  for  better  or  for  worse." 

The  native  nodded  and  was  silent  for  a 
moment. 


"But,  padre,"  he  said  finally,  "she's  so 
much  worse  than  I  took  her  for!" 

—  Dan  Bennett 


Hit  Parade 

The  boxer's  life  is  one  of  stress; 

He  cannot  use  a  single  bound 
To  mount  the  ladder  of  success 

—  He  has  to  do  it  round  by  round. 

—  Berton  Braley 


Fi;$iiring  Fraflion$« 

BACHELOR:  A  guy  ivho  wouldn't 
change  bis  quarters  for  a  better  half. 

—  Russell  Newbold 


Coniplainiiiji^ 

The  old  man  had  been  feeling  poorly  for 
several  weeks.  Among  other  things,  he  had 
lost  his  appetite.  On  meeting  the  young 
doctor  who  had  attended  him  for  a  while, 
he  started  in  w  ith  the  usual  complaints. 

"Not  doing  so  well,  eh?"  asked  the 
doctor. 

"Doing  well?"  the  old  man  replied. 
"Why,  doc,  for  the  past  six  weeks  my 
meals  don't  mean  nothin'  to  me  except 
somethin'  to  take  medicine  after!" 

—  Mont  Hurst 


Sato  Bet 

An  eminent  psychiatrist  says  there  are 
only  a  million  really  normal  persons  in  the 
United  States.  —  News  Item. 
And  I  will  bet 
On  such  a  list 
You  won't  find  one 
Psychiatrist! 

—  S.  Omar  Barker 


RoatI  Hazard 

Here's  the  thing  about  ivoineii 

That  gii'es  men  a  fright  — 
When  they're  sig)ialing  left 

Are  they  signaling  right? 

—  Hal  Chadwick 


Resiervation 

Telegram  received  by  a  Midwestern  hotel: 
"Do  you  have  suitable  accommodations 
where  I  can  put  up  with  my  wife?" 

—  Fred  F.  Lynch 


Li|i<ht  Fight 

Ptish-button  warfare  is  here. 

See  a  teen-agers'  dance,  if  you  scoff, 
With  parents  turning  the  lights  on 

And  teen-agers  turning  them  off. 

—  Richard  Armour 


Marriage  Vows 

A  man  was  traveling  in  Mexico  and  he 
went  to  a  little  village  church  one  Sunda\' 
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"Dress  up  that  line! 


Looks  different  ! 
Is  different  ! 


And  what  a  wonderful  difference  ! 


See  the  new  Noreico  Speedshavf 


NBC  TV  Network 


aver 


Give  kim  tlie  New /l^/'ff^O  Speedsln-i 
tlie  largest- selling  electric  sliaver  in  tke  world  ! 

Razor  blade  close,  yet  easy  on  the  face  as  only  Norclco's  rotary  blades  can  be  I 


Gentle  feminine  grooming  .  .  .  New 

Noreico  Golden  Dchutuitle  n\\t;s  a 
"powder-puff"  smooth  slia\e,  can't 
nick  legs  or  underarms,  ac  dc  SI 4.9 5 


For  boudoir  luxury  .  .  .  Give  her  the 
New  Deluxe  Lady  Noreico  tw  in  he. id 
in  heautil'ul  Nassau  Pink.  1  he  ulti 
mate  in  daintiness,  ac/dc  $24.95 


For  outdoorsmen,  motorists  .  .  .  New 

Noreico  Sport^utun.  Runs  on  ordinary 
flashli^lit  Inilteries  or  plugs  intti  car 
lighter.  Now  only  $24.95 


NoRELCo  is  known  as  Philishave  in  Canada  and  the  rest  of  the  free  world.  North  Americax  Philips  Company,  Inc., 
100  E.  42nd  St.,  New  York  17.  N.  V.  Other  products  :  Radios,  Radio  phonographs.  Tape  Recorders,  Dictating  Machines, 
Medical  \  ray  Equiiiincnt,  Electronic  Tuhes  and  Devices. 


Why  He  Wants  The  New  N<>relc(i 
Speedshaver  Thi.s  Chri.stmas  : 

•  lie  knows  Norelco's  world- 
iaiiious  rt)tarv  blades  stroke  (ill: 
whiskers  whiehex'er  \\'a\  they 
orow.  W'ithdiit  pinch  or  pull. 

•  1  le'll  love  the  new  flip-tup  sliav- 
ing  head  — opens  at  the  toiieh  ol  a 
button  for  split-seeond  cleanino. 

•  Self-sharpening  blades.  Ouiet 
brtish  iiintor— won't  heal  up.  needs 
no  oil. 

•  What  a  \alue!  With  lii.xury 
tra\el  ease,  oidv  $24.95.  .ac/dc. 


Today  more  people  smoke  Camels  than  any  otlier  cigarette 


No  fads  or  fancy  stuff  for  Jim  Petteway  of  the  West  brand  brings  you  the  rich  flavor  and  easygoing 
Coast.  This  rising  young  architect  smokes  Camels,  mildness  of  that  costly  Camel  blend.  Today  as 
America's  real  cigarette.  He  knows  that  no  other     always,  the  best  tobacco  makes  the  best  smoke. 

Have  a  real  cigarette—^  «  « 

have  a  CAMEL 


